Fairfield Town Council Work Session
28 April, 2016

Historic Fairfield Schoolhouse
 On 17970 West
Fairfield Utah

Minutes:
Vonda Cook

Visitors:
Trevor Andra- Epic Engineering, Nyle Jacobsen-Cedar Fort Fire Chief, Peter Lawrence – Secondary Water Source Chairperson , Vern Carson – President Fairfield Irrigation Co., K.C. Morris – Chairman Planning & Zoning

1.  OPEN MEETING
Mayor Hancock called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

2.  ROLL CALL
Council Members Present:  Mayor Jaron Hancock, Holly McKinney, Brad Gurney, R.L. Panek, Tyler Thomas (arrived later)

Minutes taken by Vonda Cook

Visitors Present:  Trevor Andra – Epic Engineering, Nyle Jacobsen – Cedar Fort Fire Chief, Peter Lawrence – Secondary Water Source Chairperson, Vern Carson – President Fairfield Irrigation Co., K.C. Morris – Chairman Fairfield Planning & Zoning

3.  SECONDARY WATER SOURCE
Mayor Hancock said the Town had planned to hold a Bond election in June to finance the proposed secondary water source.  But he said they have since found out that two years ago, the legislature passed a law that you can’t hold any mid-year elections.  They will only allow mid-year elections in the event of an impending disaster or an emergency.   Mayor Hancock said the Town is hoping to get approved to hold an election due to the situation with their current water supply. If they are approved by the State, they could hold their election before June.  

Mayor Hancock also said he had contacted Bryan Thompson, Utah County Clerk, about holding an emergency election and Bryan said he would be glad to do anything he could to help, including talking to the Lt. Governor.  Mayor Hancock said the Council was going to have to come up with a resolution stating the problems with the water.  Mayor Hancock asked Vern to give an update and some history of the water in Fairfield.

Vern gave an overview of the water situation.  He said in 2014 the irrigation flow on April 20 was 4.10.  He said there is a rule based on a court decree that Whites can’t pump below 4.10.  He said they did (pump water) and before he could get them shut down through legal processes, the water went down to 3.40. 

 Whites shut down until August at which time Fairfield was still at 3.40 and then they plumbed in to the Cook well.  He said this well is west of Highway 73 by the subdivision and it feeds the subdivision, but they also plumbed it to supply water for their fields.  He said in August they ran 2 wheel lines and Fairfield’s’ water dropped to 3.20 and then in September they went to 3 wheel lines and Fairfield’s springs dropped to 3.00.  White’s stopped pumping for the winter.  

Then in April 2015, Vern said Fairfield started the year with 3.80.  Vern said Whites didn’t pump all that year knowing that if they did they would dry Fairfield up.   The year ended at 3.20.  This year, Apr. 20, 2016, the springs measured 2.98.    Vern said he doesn’t know how Fairfield’s’ culinary water hasn’t dried up.  He said our culinary source is a culvert buried in the ground about 15 ft. deep and the water flows into that.  He said if it doesn’t dry up by the end of the summer he will be surprised.  

Vern said it was his opinion that the town was in dire straits.  He said the Cook well is supplying water to about 100 homes in the Whites’ Subdivision, so they are using about 100 a.f. of water.  Vern said in the old days, in the spring, the Fairfield Spring flowed at about 6 second ft. of water.  

Vern said he has talked to the State Engineer and he says the well doesn’t interfere with Fairfield, but Vern said it is his opinion that when they turn on the wheel lines, it does. 

Councilman Panek asked Vern if the springs have ever measured below 3.  Vern said they went to court in 1961-1965 and the flow records had never been below 4.1 second ft. of water except once and that was at 4.0.  He said that is why the judge set the minimum water at 4.1 second ft.  

K.C. asked if White’s culinary and Fairfield’s culinary share the same aquifer.  Vern said he thinks they do.  He said it’s been proven by the courts that the (White’s) big irrigation wells are and that’s why they got the decree.  Sometime after the court decree, Whites acquired the right to that well (the Cook well) and since it came after the court’s decision, it is not included in the decree.   Whites do not own it now, someone else does.   K.C. said then if push comes to shove, White’s culinary would come before Fairfield’s.  Vern agreed.

Councilman Gurney asked if the well could dry up the springs.  Vern said he didn’t know.  Councilwoman McKinney asked if the Staker well that is south of Fairfield on the other side of the hill could affect them. Vern said he asked the State Engineer about it and he said it doesn’t affect Fairfield because it’s in a different aquifer.  Vern said that is just an opinion.  He said everything underground in an opinion.

Councilman Gurney asked if they can access flow records easily.  Vern said the ones concerning the court decree were turned over to the courts and are now part of court records.  But he said he has records and for about the last 10 years, anyone can go online and access the flow charts.  

Mayor Hancock said he received a letter from Evan Johnson –water broker.  He said he wants a point of diversion in the town well.  K.C. said he wants to bank water.  He said the town needs a no banking ordinance.
 
Vern left.

Mayor Hancock said Epic Engineering had drafted a resolution for the Town regarding the impending water crisis.  Mayor Hancock read through the resolution and the Council made changes as needed.  Mr. Andra said Epic would draft another resolution making the needed changes.

Councilman Gurney made a motion to approve Resolution 42816 with all corrections we discussed here tonight.  Councilwoman McKinney seconded it.  Motion passed unanimously.

4.  WATER IMPACT FEES
Mayor Hancock brought up the matter that Tyree (Pulham) had dug a trench and put in an eight inch pipe for his water.  The Council discussed the legality of this since there was no inspection.  K.C. pointed out that Ordinance 31 doesn’t get specific on how things should be done.   They concurred that Tyree has moved ahead without any specifications and without any inspections.  K.C. said the town needs to set expectations.    He said people can’t read your mind and there are no specs, no sequence and no inspection schedule to follow.  

Mr. Andra said the town has a right to inspect.  He said they can have him dig it up.  Mayor Hancock said it needs to at least be inspected at key places.  Councilwoman McKinney asked why it wasn’t inspected.  K.C. said because the Town has no criteria.  He said they need to set criteria.   The Council discussed specifications for water lines.  Councilman Thomas arrived.

Councilman Thomas said he had been talking to Lehi City.  He said he thinks Tyree should dig the line up at his own expense since it is an extension of the towns’ waterline.   He said at the least, the line should be flushed and he doesn’t think it is deep enough.  He also said he doesn’t think Tyree blue staked it.  

Mayor Hancock asked what path they wanted Councilman Thomas to take.  Everyone agreed that Tyree should dig the line up.  Councilwoman McKinney said she thought Councilman Thomas should ask Tyree who his contractor was and see if he even had one.  

Mr. Andra said that it is typical to have a pipe buried 4 ft. from the top of the pipe.  Councilman Thomas said it needs to at least be conducive to the rest of the town. David Hansen said the rest of the town is 3 ft.  He said he will call Tyree in the morning.  Councilwoman McKinney said they still have no specs.  Councilman Gurney said to just have Tyree bring it up to current standards.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Hancock asked that the minute’s show that the Council was all in agreement on having Councilman Thomas talk to Tyree and tell him he has to expose the pipe and be held to the Towns’ Standards.  

The Council discussed various ideas on how to handle impact fees.    

5.  BUILDING PERMITS
Mayor Hancock suggested the town put a moratorium on building until the town gets the well.  K.C. said there are three people wanting to build now but they are not approved yet.  He said Clark Palmer, Francis Carson and Mr. Ault were all planning to build in the near future. Councilman Thomas said his concern was that the Town has no water.  Mayor Hancock said that unless they have a well, he didn’t think they should allow them to build.  

Councilman Panek suggested we do a 6 month moratorium.  That would give us time to get the well in and get their ordinances in place.  K.C. said the county now requires perk tests to be engineered and they only have 5 guys to approve them so it’s taking longer.

Councilman Gurney suggested they waive the impact fees if they already have their packets and, if they already have a well and are in the process of getting their permit, they can go ahead and build.  Clark Palmer and Francis are already in the process and have a well so they can build.  For Mr. Ault, there would be no impact fee but he can’t build for 6 months.

The Council agreed that they need to do the moratorium as soon as possible.  Councilman Panek suggested they meet Tuesday at 6:00 p.m. to vote on the moratorium.  Councilman Gurney said he would talk to Larry (Town lawyer) and get a resolution written up.  Mayor Hancock said he thought they should make a list of topics to proceed.  Councilwoman McKinney suggested they get copies of ordinances from other towns to get some ideas of what they want to do.  K.C. said Grantsville, Eagle Mountain and Saratoga Springs are really good.  Councilman Gurney said to check with Cedar Fort too.  

Mayor Hancock recapped the agenda for the Tuesday meeting: discuss and approve moratorium, make list, and he also wanted to set time limits on agenda items so the meetings didn’t go on so long.  

6.  OLD BUSINESS
Councilman Gurney asked other Council members to look at the Transportation Impact Fee.  He said they need to pass it in 2 weeks.

Councilwoman McKinney found tables at Costco for $100.00 each. She wants to buy 3 for the council meetings.  The Council agreed that she should go ahead and get them.  

Councilman Gurney needs $20,000.00 transferred from the general fund to the water fund to pay Epic Engineering.  Funds are at Bank of American Fork.  

7.  CLOSE WORK SESSION/ADJOURN
Councilman Gurney made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mayor Hancock seconded it.  Motion passed unanimously.  Meeting adjourned at 9:55 p.m.
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