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Governing Board Meeting Minutes
March 18, 2016
3 p.m.
DRAFT – Pending Approval


Board members present:  Annabel Sheinberg, Don Eggert, Scott Messersmith, Peter Christie, Susan Barnum, Jim Kreeck, Maggie Tesch, Sabine Klahr, Heather Soderquist, Chris Mautz.

Board Members excused:  Abdi Yussuf,  Kelly Stevens, Dru Damico, Robert Dick, Mary Tull, Luna Banuri

Staff present:  Amy Wadsworth, Katy Andrews, Becca Travis

Approval of Minutes from January  23, 2016.   Motion to approve by Ron Zamir, second by Heather Soderquist.  All approved. 

Development Report – Katy Andrews presented the Development Report.  The Parent Party was a success, with 210 attendees, netting $6, 993 for the school.   Love UT, Give UT is happening March 31; Board members who are interested in contributing to the Board Challenge Grant must contact Katy directly. Two other Challenge Grants, totaling $2, 500 are ready to go.

The Board suggested that it might be helpful to new 5th grade parents to include an overview of charter schools and how we differ from traditional public schools in our Welcome to SLArts / registration materials.  

We are working on making sure our Alumni email group is up to date; Sabine Klahr notes that she does not receive anything.  Katy will check with Dan Rose to see how to make sure this list is accurate and current.

Finance Report – Scott Messersmith presented the Finance Report on Moni Schwaerzler’s behalf.  The Board reviewed the Balance Sheet,  P&L Statement and Previous Year Comparison sheets through March 16, 2016.  Scott noted that some budget items will be adjusted based on how we are allocating costs for the After School program.  The Finance Committee will make those recommendations and bring to the Board for a full vote on the Budget at the May meeting.

· Vote on Fee Schedule for 2016-17 School Year – Fees for the next school year will be as follows:
  		
· 5th Graders are not required to pay fees.  Parents may volunteer to pay 5th Grade fees of $310.
· 6th and 7th Grade fees of $310
· 8th Grade Fees $475.
· Fees have increased by $10 for 6th and 7th graders to cover the increase in UTA /Trax pass costs.
· Fees have increased by $35 for 8th graders -- $10 for UTA pass and $25 for the increase in Teton Science School tuition.

Maggie Tesch motioned to adopt the Fee Schedule for 2016-17, Peter Christie seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

· Vote on Pest Policy – the Board voted to adopt the state-recommended policy on what types of products to use in pest control at school.  Peter Christie moved to adopt the policy,  Jim Kreeck seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.

CAO Report

· Accreditation Mid-year Report –  Amy shared the school’s Accreditation Progress Report which she has filed with AdvancEd.  Highlights include the work the Faculty has done to further develop formal instructional and assessment processes, including recalibrating SLArs’ Rubric, school wide teacher development regarding how to serve Gifted/High-end learners,  and developing systematic processes for using data to analyze student achievement.

· Discussion about SLArts’ assessment Rubric brought the suggestion that  the school place samples of student work that meets the Rubric on the school’s website. 

· Vote on School Calendar for 2016-17 – The Board voted on the School Calendar for the 2016-17 year.   Jim Kreeck moved to approve the Calendar, Heather Soderquist seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.

Governing Board Nomination Process – Annabel Sheinberg noted that three Board members have now served two terms on the Board, and will be transitioning off at the June 24 Board Retreat. Robert Dick, Mary Tull and Peter Christie will be going off the Board, but the Board discussed forming an advisory group where former Board members could still serve.  It was also noted that former Board members may still serve on Board committees. 

 Three other Board members will have served one three-year term, and may continue to serve for one more term. They are Kelly Stevens, Dru Damico and Luna Banuri.   Annabel will discuss with these Board members who would like to remain serving on the Board. 


Scott Messersmith indicated that he would be willing to assume the position of President-elect at the June 24 meeting, and Jim Kreeck would assume the Treasurer position then.  The Governance Committee will analyze the Board “matrix,” evaluating skills needed to round out the Board, and will invite potential Board members to submit resumes; nominators can fill out the Board Nomination Form (available from Governance Committee or staff at SLArts) and bring to the May 20, 2016 Board meeting for consideration and discussion.

Next Board Meetings: 

· May 20, 2016, 3 p.m. at school.
· June 24, 2016, 9 – 6 p.m. at Jane’s House. Annual Retreat.








