
Murray Arts Advisory Board 

Minutes for March 15, 2016 

 

Attendance: Wendy Richhart, Deborah Daines, Kevin Westenskow, Carolyn Milne, Becca Spjute, Mary Ann Kirk 

(staff) 

Excused: Scott Mooy, Bonnie Tollefson, Alisa Brousseau 

 

1. Minutes for February 16, 2016 were approved as written. 

 

2. Mary Ann reported great attendance at our last two productions.  Arts power production of Chicken Dance had 

1664 attend with 19 schools and 62 classrooms.  RDT had nearly 10,000 in the overall residency with 263 

attending our evening concert.  She is still compiling the report for the storytelling festival and has not received 

the report yet for the symphony.   She will share the full reports next month. 

 

3. The float design was reviewed.  Wendy was disappointed it did not include some of the ideas from last month.  

Scott emailed Mary Ann and thought it was clever.  Mary Ann indicated the concept of showing how the student 

grew up and eventually served the teacher was a little too complicated to illustrate.  She gave the designer the 

option of the futuristic idea which they used.  The high school may or may not have teachers who want to walk 

with the float on July 4
th
.  They will be inviting either former teachers or the oldest alumni to ride as the parade 

grand marshals.   

 

4. Mary Ann spoke with Steve Hirase about the integrated arts workshops and the district’s interest in having a 

vision for the arts.  He told her that the district honestly did not have the interest, time, or manpower and the 

teachers themselves were overwhelmed with other demands.  Kevin felt the district needs pressure from parents.  

He doesn’t understand why other districts are able to afford to pay for art programs and staff and Murray District 

doesn’t.  Deborah said she would start a social media conversation about their concern for the arts.  With the 

STEM emphasis, class sizes and secondary offerings are dwindling and lower level elementary art programs are 

disappearing because teachers don’t have time and are under too much pressure for testing.  Board members 

agreed to begin sharing posts with their friends in Murray, suggesting they call their school board members about 

their concerns for the arts in our district.   

 

5. Mary Ann indicated that a principal asked us to pay for fees for an orff instrument conference for her school  

music specialist.  Mary Ann told the principal that the city’s contribution of $40,000 was intended to include in-

service training and there should be money for that.  She spoke with Supt Hirase and he said no.  Becca said last 

year the district paid for all of the music specialists to attend this training.  Board members agreed that our 

$40,000 contribution or the district should cover that.   Kevin asked if the district has to account for the money we 

give them.  Mary Ann said she asks for a report and pays for half of what is actually spent.   They have had 

money left over for the past several years in that account.  We will see if any money is left over this year.  Becca 

indicated that the principal at her school announced to staff that the city has committed to long term funding 

support of the music specialists. Mary Ann thinks this was a result of some kind of negotiating efforts involving 

the city and district.   

 

6. The City submitted the Arts Place application and has not heard back yet.  

 

7. Lori is still judging the literary winners but suggested only one entry has the potential for any kind of award.  If 

the quality is good, we will give one 1
st
 place award.   

 

8. Mary Ann encouraged board members to look at the Murray High alumni winners selected by the Murray Rotary 

and hanging in the hall.   It did include a few art related recipients such as Karen Ashton (Thanksgiving Point and 



Mt Timpanogos Storytelling festival) and Gerald Lund (writer of Work and the Glory).  Board members made a 

few suggestions such as Lindsay Smith (dance) and Becky Larson.  Mary Ann said it should be someone who is 

really distinguished in their field of art or made significant contributions.   


