
 
 REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY MEETING 
 February 18, 2016 

8:30 P.M. 
 
 

PRESENT:  Tyler Vincent   Committee Chair 
   DJ Bott   Committee Member  
   Alden Farr   Committee Member 
   Ruth Jensen  Committee Member     
   Mark Thompson  Committee Member 

 
ALSO PRESENT: Paul Larsen   Economic Development Director 
   Kirk Morgan   City Attorney 

Derek Oyler  Finance Director 
Jason Roberts  City Administrator 
Mike Nelsen  Police Chief  
 

EXCUSED:  Tom Peterson  Committee Member  
 
 
Resolution Adjusting the 2015-16 RDA Budget to Fund the Utah State University Project, 
the Academy Building Project and Payments as Outlined in the Academy Building 
Management Agreement 
Mr. Oyler explained that the USU project was expected to be completed in the 2014-15 budget 
year. This $1,840,830 is being moved from the previous budget to the 2015-16 budget.  
 
Councilmember Jensen said she supports the USU project, but not the Academy projects. 
However, the resolution includes all three items. She asked if the Council would consider 
separating the items into two resolutions.  
 
Mr. Oyler said the architect fees are higher than anticipated. Staff is looking into this. There are 
somethings included in the fees that are part of the project that are moving forward in regards to 
the pergola and the pavers. The Saunders estimate on the restaurant came in slightly over, but 
that is because there was some savings on the kitchen equipment. The contingency takes care of 
these items. There is $68,000 left in the funding with three items still unfunded – the pergola, 
pavers and the parking lot. He requested the Council consider using the remaining funding for the 
pavers.  
 
Mr. Oyler continued that he estimated the amount needed to pay what was agreed upon in the 
management agreement for the remaining fiscal year at $110,000. He felt this was a high 
estimate.   
 
A motion to open the public hearing was made by Councilmember Jensen, seconded by 
Councilmember Farr and unanimously carried. 
 
Becky Maddox, Brigham City – Ms. Maddox said she was glad to know that City staff was able to 
restructure somethings and do things in a different way to save money. 
 
Steve Hartin, Brigham City – Mr. Hartin said since the Academy project started it seems there has 
been more and more funding. He did not think that Brigham City should be involved in any kind of 
private enterprise. The RDA has its place for taking care of certain things in a town, such as blight, 
but he did not think the Academy Building was one of them.  
 
Lee Johnson, Brigham City – Mr. Johnson wondered when the Academy Building was going to be 
turned into a new City Hall. It is just a matter of time before the RDA is going to have to redevelop 
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into something else. There is a quote that you have to destroy the free market in order to save it. 
In Brigham City’s case it is you have to compete with the free market in order to save it. He 
thought the business of government was to make sure everyone had a fair shot at things. 
 
DeAnna Hardy, County – Ms. Hardy said regarding the USU project, she was disappointed that 
the citizens did not get to vote on this because it is the citizen’s money that will pay for that 
building. She said government should not be involved in education. It is not a constitutional 
principle item. Government controlled education has not done anyone any good. It has lead us 
into tyranny and into indoctrination thinking that the government is supposed to do everything for 
us. Regarding the Academy Square, she said government should not be involved in the private 
sector. She said she was sorry if the Council felt she was being a bully, but they are actually being 
a bully to the citizens.  
 
A motion to close the public hearing was made by Councilmember Jensen, seconded by 
Councilmember Thompson and carried unanimously. 
 

MOTION: Councilmember Farr made a motion to approve the resolution adjusting 
the RDA 2015-16 budget to fund the USU project, seconded by Councilmember 
Jensen.  
 

Councilmember Bott – aye 
Councilmember Farr – aye 
Councilmember Jensen – aye 
Councilmember Thompson – aye 
 
Voting was unanimously in favor.  

 
MOTION: Councilmember Farr moved to approve the resolution adjusting the RDA 
2015-16 budget to fund the Academy Building project and the Academy Building 
management agreement. Mr. Oyler asked if the Council agreed to using the 
remaining funding toward the pavers. The Council agreed. Councilmember Farr 
added this to his motion. The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Thompson. Councilmember Farr said initially the Academy Building was to be 
renovated from a historical standpoint and he supported that idea, when he was on 
the Council at that time, based on the idea that there would be some funding and 
no City money would be spent. As he has seen this building evolve, just having the 
building there would have been nice but it would not have done anything but cost 
the City money. The City has spent a lot of money to get this building where it is 
today. He believed that it will pay some dividends in the future and will be a real 
asset to the community. It would be nice to get the private sector involved and have 
them take it over sometime, but given what has been spent the best thing is to 
move forward and make the best of it.  
 
Councilmember Thompson added that there was a comment that the RDAs and 
EDAs are to help with blight. This is exactly what this project did – cleaned up a 
center of town, which is the heart of the City. The intent is that it will significantly 
pay for itself as it moves along. This may be a challenge, but it will be close, and it 
improves the City greatly. 
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Councilmember Bott – aye 
Councilmember Farr – aye 
Councilmember Jensen – nay 
Councilmember Thompson – aye 
 
The motion carried 3-1.  

 
The meeting adjourned at 8:48 PM.  


