
BEAR RIVER CITY
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
March 2, 2016
7:00 pm  Civic Center

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Bruce Anderson, Council Members Patti Andersen, Tyler Barnes, Bruce Blake, Kendall Julander, Deputy Clerk Carol Andreasen

EXCUSED:  Council Member Jared Holmgren and Town Clerk Sue Holmgren

VISITORS:  Jim Andersen, Jay Morris

Welcome and introductions:  Mayor Anderson
Pledge of Allegiance
Invocation by Council Member Blake

1.  MINUTES-Council Member Blake motioned the minutes of February 3, 2016 be approved as written, second by Council Member Barnes, all voted in favor.  Approval of the minutes from the Special Meeting held on February 22, 2016 will be presented for approval at the next meeting.

2.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING-The next meeting is scheduled for April 6, 2016 but Mayor Anderson and Council Member Julander will be out of town.  Council Member Barnes motioned to move the April meeting to April 13, 2016 at 7:00 pm, Council Member Julander seconded the motion, all voted in approval.

3.  BILLS-Department heads reviewed and initialed bills to be paid or which have been paid.  The bills were read aloud.  Council Member Julander motioned the bills be approved with Council Member Blake seconding the motion, all present voted in approval.

4.  DEPUTY REPORT-Detective Blanchard was not in attendance.  Mayor Anderson stated he knew there were some medical calls to the community and a fire.  The home at 5305 N 4700 W had extensive fire damage, wiring is suspected as the cause since no one was in the home.

5.  ASSIGNMENT-Council Member Anderson stated after reading over previous minutes she would be willing to accept the responsibility for Christmas Decorations and Town Historian.  Deputy Clerk Andreasen suggested they might want to decorate the Christmas tree with old fashioned decorations in commemoration of the Sesquicentennial Celebration this year.

6.  BUSINESS LICENSES:
Complaint-Chad Holmgren reluctantly renewed the Business License for CnC Crane and asked the Mayor to contact him to explain why he needs to license.  Mayor Anderson has not reached him yet, but will explain it is state law that a business license with the local municipality.

Council Members questioned if the big Red Barn at Coburn's and Christensen's Party Barn were rented out and should obtain business licenses.  Coburn's barn is not rented out, only used for family gatherings.  It was not known if Christensen's charge when others use their facility. 

The definition of Business as outlined in Ordinance No. 2005-06-06 states "business" means any enterprise carried on for the purpose of gain or economic profit.  Christensen's did not build for economic gain or profit.  If the building was used a lot and advertised for rent then they would need a business license.

The Council reviewed the business licenses which have been issued-all of them are to make a profit.
Council Member Blake explained agricultural sales are exempt from business license regulations unless they fall under a cottage industry which means the product is processed.  Items like hay, eggs, and honey would be considered agriculture unless they are refined or processed.  Hay out of the field would be agriculture, but once it is processed into a pellet it is a business.  Raw honey would be agriculture until it is refined.

The Vivint Solar Developer, LLC application for a business license for sales, installations, and service of solar energy systems was reviewed.  Council Member Julander motioned the license be approved, Council Member Blake seconded the motion, all approved.  Mayor Anderson asked that all door to door sales business licenses issued be reminded they cannot knock on doors with "no solicitors" signs and the city expects them to treat people with respect and not harass them.

After reviewing the current Business License ordinance the Council determined some changes are needed.  They would like more information about door to door salesmen before issuing a license and possibly require a bond; the requirement to obtain a business license in item 'b' under RECIPROCAL RECOGNITION OF LICENSES should be removed.  The Council will do some research and hold a work session at 6:00 pm on April 13, 2016.  A new Business License Ordinance will be placed on the agenda for possible approval at the April 13 meeting.

7.  CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN- There were no final suggestions or vote on the Capital Improvement Plan.

COPY MACHINE-Council Member Barnes presented information about a Ricoh copy machine.  Valley Office Systems offered a price lower than the state contract.  To purchase the machine (without fax function) the cost would be $2466.40 and the city could do away with the separate fax line.   Council Member Barnes recommended leasing the machine for $63.84/month on a 63 month lease (63.84 X 63 = $4021.92.  The lease option means any service calls are free.  Valley also offers a maintenance and supplies agreement at $49.20/quarter or $196.80/year.  This includes preventative maintenance and supplies (namely toner).  If the machine is leased it would not be classified as a Capital Improvement. 

8.  CEMETERY POLICY AND FEE- The Council reviewed the cemetery policy and fees, but decided to leave them as they are.

9.  FIRST EAST DRAIN-There is a blockage in the First East Drain along the west side of the park.  The pipe has caved in, there is a large rock, or a 2 X 4 lodged there.  Jay Morris expressed his concern.  The drain has been plugged for two weeks now and needs to be fixed.  All of the homes which depend on the drain to keep their basements from flooding are concerned.  He also expressed concern with three of the covers over the manholes.  They have been made of wood, they are deteriorating and are a temporary fix, they should be made of steel.  The city would be liable if anyone fell in.  Council Member Blake noted he has contacted Ormond Construction and Val Kotter along with Grover Excavation about replacing the First East Drain pipe west of the park with solid pipe.  Ormond's cannot get a crew for three to four weeks and Kotter's don't do that type of work.  Whitaker Construction was another suggestion.   Council Member Blake has asked Grover's for a bid.  He asked them to replace 25 to 30 feet at a time until the problem is resolved.  Mayor Anderson instructed Council Member Blake to step up the priority and get the drain fixed as soon as possible along with replacing the grates with steel.  Council Member Blake will contact Grover's; if they can do it quickly there is no need to contact Whitaker's.

There has been confusion for many years over ownership of the First East Drain.  Some suggest it was a private drain for the benefit of a few homeowners, others suggest it was put in by the state to drain the street which used to be the main highway.  Maintenance has fallen on the city to keep it running.

10.  IRRIGATION ISSUES:
BOX, AND #6-Jim Andersen suggested having Grover Construction unplug the box near the road which goes behind the park, and fix lateral #6 while they have equipment here replacing the First East Drain.  Council Member Blake will ask if they can do them when they are here.

DITCH CLEANING-Last year the boy scouts cleaned the irrigation ditch as a fund raiser.  Mayor Anderson commented he would like to see this opportunity continue; the city money is going to a good cause.  Jim Andersen would like to burn the ditch before the cleaning is done, probably in April.

IRRIGATION MEETING-Council Member Anderson stated her frustration with the irrigation meeting held with Mayor Anderson, Richard Holmgren, Riggin Holmgren, Jim Andersen, and Jared Holmgren of which she was not invited to.  She expressed concern that Richard Holmgren is trying to get the city to pay an attorney bill to solve a personal issue.  She reminded the Council there is an ordinance which requires irrigation water dedicated to the city when a home is built.  Rich and Riggin Holmgren are trying to get the city irrigation users to pay for an attorney.  Mayor Anderson assured Council Member Andersen she would be involved in anything concerning the irrigation water again.  

IRRIGATION SHARES WITH CITY NAME-Mayor Anderson stated he is tired of hearing complaints about the city name on irrigation shares, and that the city is trying to take their water.  He would like to see the city's name taken off the water, but find a way to keep the water in the city.  
	Jim Andersen stated the city's name should probably be on the 340.17 shares.  Andersen knows water was sold away from the city from Gordon Holmgren's property and Matt Checketts', but Checkett's water was returned to the city.  Andersen feels the Bear River Canal Company should show where the 340.17 shares are located and bill the city for them.
	Mayor Anderson also feels the Canal Company should identify where the shares are located and that they belong to Bear River City.  He would like to get a second legal opinion and get this issue resolved so the next mayor and the next do not have to deal with it.  It would be a benefit to the city to have this taken care of.
	Council Member Barnes would not object to using funds to fix this issue.

IRRIGATION ASSESSMENT BILLING-Council Member Andersen motioned the city do their own billing and scheduling.  Mayor Anderson explained it is too late; he called Bonnie at the Canal Company and she informed him the bills have already been sent to the printer.  The Canal Company will bill everyone for the Canal Company assessment and Bear River City will bill for the city assessment.
	Jim Andersen stated Jared Holmgren suggested adding a $3.00 monthly charge to each utility user in the city and designate it to be used for the irrigation needs.  Everyone impacts the irrigation ditches whether they have water or not.  Mayor Anderson stated this is something to address in December and start in January.

IRRIGATION ASSESSMENT AND SET FEE-Council Member Andersen proposed the City assessment for irrigation remain the same as last year.  The assessment will remain $9.50 a share with a minimum of $22.00.  There were no objections from the Council.
	Council Member Blake recommended that land owners using shares from the lease pool be billed for the Canal Company assessment along with the City assessment and the city reimburse share holders for the Canal Company assessment which they will be required to pay.

WATERMASTER WAGE-Jim Andersen asked what the water master wage was.  It was thought to be $2500, but should be checked for sure.  Council Member Andersen would like an advertisement for the position of water master included in the April newsletter.

11.  BACKHOE USE –Jim Andersen asked who can use the backhoe.  Mayor Anderson explained all members of the City Council and others who have been approved and added to the insurance.  A copy of the person's driver's license is needed.  Andersen stated the drain ditch needs to be cleaned out and Luke could run the backhoe.

12.  OLD TOWN HALL REFURBISHED-Mayor Anderson would like to see a service project to refurbish the old Town Hall as part of the Sesquicentennial Celebration.  It is a historical building and should stay.  He thinks he can get the labor donated.  The property there is so small it is not worth much.

13.  ANIMAL COMPLAINT-Shelby Palmer expressed concern over the number of animals at the Marsh residence.  This is something Ryan Anderson, the new animal control officer, should address.

14.  PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBER-Mayor Anderson is still working on a new member for the Planning Commission.

15.  SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION UPDATE-The Committee would like to recognize Duard Andreasen for his many years of service during the upcoming Easter Dance on March 25.  Heritage Night, which was scheduled for April 9, has been moved to April 16 due to spring break.  Mayor Anderson agreed to present the recognition to Duard Andreasen and be the MC for Heritage Night.

16.  DEPARTMENTS:
PARK:
COOKSHACK-Mayor Anderson will get a plumber to put some valves on the water heater so it can be pumped out with vinegar and remove the hard water deposits.  He has the equipment to do this himself.  This is probably the reason the water heater didn't work as well last year.
SWINGS-Mayor Anderson would like to see some swings at the park.

ROADS:
POT HOLES by Shane Holmgren's need to be fixed.

GRANT-Council Member Barnes reported a Tourism Grant application has been submitted to help pay for a credit card reader, hypnotist, and the bear carving.  Barnes is working on getting fish for the 24th fish scramble.  Council Member Andersen said her father might be able to help if needed.

17.  ADJOURNMENT-Council Member Julander motioned to adjourn at 9:15 pm with Council Member Blake seconding the motion and all voting in favor.

Minutes approved on April 13, 2016


_______________________________________          	_____________________________________
Sue Ann Holmgren, Town Clerk              			Bruce W. Anderson, Mayor
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