
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Members, Utah State Board of Education 
 
FROM:  Ann White, Director, Student Advocacy Services 
   
DATE:  April 14-15, 2016 
 
ACTION:  School Turnaround Plan Approval Process     

 
 
Background:   
According to 53A-1-12 School Turnaround and Leadership Development Act, the Board shall: (a) 
review a school turnaround plan submitted for approval under Subsection 53A-1-1204(5)(b) or 
under Subsection 53A-1-1205(7)(b) within 30 days of submission; (b) approve a school 
turnaround plan that: (i) is timely; (ii) is well-developed; and (iii) meets the criteria described in 
Subsection 53A-1-1204(3). 
 
School turnaround plans are due April 1.  Staff will present a proposed process to approve 
those plans within the timeframe outlined in statute. 
 
Board Strategic Plan:   
This item supports the following imperative(s) and strategies in the Board’s Strategic Plan:  

· Accountability: Provide a transparent public educational system using evidence-based 
data that informs the public on the effectiveness of public education. 

Anticipated Action:   
It is anticipated the Standards and Assessment Committee will review the school turnaround 
plan approval process and make recommendations to the Board on the approval process and 
possible formation of a committee to facilitate the approvals.   
 
Contact: Sheryl Garner, 801-538-7733 
  Ann White, 801-538-7827 
  Rich Nye, 801-538-7554 
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As stated in SB191,          

234    (4) The board shall: 
235    (a) review a school turnaround plan submitted for approval under Subsection 
236     53A-1-1204(5)(b) or under Subsection 53A-1-1205(7)(b) within 30 days of submission; 
237    (b) approve a school turnaround plan that: 
238     (i) is timely; 
239     (ii) is well-developed; and 
240     (iii) meets the criteria described in Subsection 53A-1-1204(3); and 
241     (c) subject to legislative appropriations, provide funding to a low performing school for 
242     interventions identified in an approved school turnaround plan if the local school board or 
243     charter school governing board provides matching funds or an in-kind contribution of goods or  
244     services in an amount equal to the funding the low performing school would receive from the 
245     board. 
 

The following are 2 proposed ways in which the plans could be approved:  

1. Members of the Board approve them the plans. 
2. Members of the Board designate USOE employees to establish a committee to approve plans 

(Sheryl Garner, Rich Nye, Ann White, Rebecca Donaldson, Marlies Burns). 
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