LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
March 3, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Leamington Town Hall

Those present:
Karl Nielson, Mayor						
Marlow Plumb, Council Member			
Russ Finlinson, Council Member			
Matthew Kolste, Council Member							
Judi Plumb, Treasurer						
Danette Houston, Recorder								
Dave Frandsen, Fire Chief

Meeting called to order at 7:24 p.m.  Bills have been signed.  Chad McPherson is excused he is out of town for work. Minutes were emailed to all board members prior to the meeting.  All have read the minutes for February 4th Town Council Meeting. Russ made a motion to approve minutes as corrected. Matt seconded the motion.  Minutes were approved for February 4, 2016. 

Fire Department
	Dave Frandsen – ISO is coming in this month.  They determine what our insurance rates are.  He will need some help from someone on the town council to be available to help when they are here and someone with the water.  
	The military truck is still not ready for use; hope to have it ready soon.
	Dave is looking to retire from the position as Chief this fall.  He is tired and would still be involved with the department but doesn’t want to be the chief anymore.  He will help get them trained.  Matt asked if it was an elected or appointed position.  It is appointed.  What if more than one is interested?  
	Dave said they will be splitting the Lynndyl and Leamington fire departments when he retires.
	Karl handed out a notice to be sent out to town citizens about the fines associated with driving over fire hoses.  Marlow thinks the tone of the notice is threatening instead of educational, thinks it should be more educational.  Matt suggested taking out one sentence or replacing it with something less threatening.  Judi will make copies and send it out with the water bills.  A corrected copy will be scanned with these minutes.
	Backflow notice to go to citizens is on the same page as the fire hose law notice.
Dave Frandsen left meeting at 7:35 p.m.

Utility License Agreement Review & Approval for the State:
	On June 8, 2008 the statewide utility agreement gave us an easement for our waterlines.  Karl has a copy of the agreement that Don Neilsen signed.  It makes the town liable for anything that goes wrong.  They don’t own all the road through town that they are claiming, the state doesn’t know it, but some places the entire road is owned by individuals.  What is the consequence if we don’t sign it?  It doesn’t say.  Karl read the agreement cover letter.  State is updating agreements more than 5 years old.  The old agreement will be terminated on March 11, 2016.  They didn’t give us 30 days’ notice, so cannot be the case. Before digging on the highway easement the contractor digging has to get approval of the state.  
	This involves the highway through town and the one to Oak City.  Russ thinks we should find out from them where they think their boundaries are.  Our water lines may not be on their easement.  On the South side of the main highway, homeowners may own sections of that.  Karl remembers the town was to be the owner of the sidewalk portion of the land next to the fence on the highway that was put up many years ago.  The state has been maintaining the asphalt in that area – to some degree.  
	There is phone number on the form to call for questions.  Marlow suggested someone call and clarify the road boundaries. Russ thinks we need to compare the old agreement with the new agreement and then call the state and make clarifications.  Russ will do this.  Once Russ and Karl feel comfortable with it, Marlow and Matt will be in agreement.  Russ and Karl will take care of it.
	There is work to be done on a water leak next to the highway North of Phil Lovell’s.  They hope to do the work this weekend.  
	Judi asked if Cropper’s have said anything to Karl about their increased water usage.  It has jumped every month for the last three months.  Judi wonders if there is a leak someplace.  It is very unusual.
It jumped to 170,000 gallons usage of water this last month.  No one has said anything to Karl about this.

Purchase of a new recorder for recording town meetings:
	Russ has purchased a new recorder for $85.00.  Board agreed to keep the new recorder and save old one for a backup.	

Proposal to purchase & install two solar speed limit signs:
	Russ is waiting to hear back from a UDOT employee in Richfield.  Karl doesn’t think we should pay to enforce a speed limit UDOT has set; we get no benefit from the tickets they write.  The benefit to the town is the increased safety.  Karl wonders if we are taking on a liability by putting these signs up.  Matt doesn’t think it is any different than any other speed limit signs we put up.  Russ sees them in many other small towns and thinks they are very effective.  Matt would like to see something happen to slow people down coming through town.  Russ thinks it is worth it for $6000 - $7000.  If it prevents one accident, it will be worth it.
	Danette suggested waiting to do this project until July when it can be budgeted for in the roads fund.  Discussion ensued concerning the purpose of a budget and following a budget.  Judi said it is taking long enough now it will probably run into July anyway.  Russ wants to transfer money into his budget and do it now.  Marlow suggested if it can be done in a short amount of time then we can approve it and go ahead with it, if not we wait until the next fiscal year.  Russ wants to make sure the state would still help fund it in the next fiscal year.  If the state will still fund it in the next year, we should wait, if not then go ahead with it now.
	Marlow proposes we approve this expenditure but delay it until the money has to be spent depending on the factors mentioned above.  Russ seconded it.  All in favor.  Proposal passed.

Cemetery Ordinance Review:
	Everyone was given a copy of the cemetery ordinance for their review prior to this meeting. There is a discrepancy in the 2nd paragraph “eight (10)” and on second to last page “six (3)” – several of these throughout the document.  Russ said they are typos, will be fixed.  
	Marlow questioned what it means by ward boundaries.  Russ wants to keep people from being buried here just because it is cheap.  He wants it to be for long time residents.  This should be reworded and not use “ward”.  It should be called vicinity or something more appropriate.  We could designate a radius – within so many miles of a certain point.  Maybe Leamington Area would be more appropriate. There was considerable discussion on the wording of this paragraph.  Russ will reword this paragraph and correct the typos referred to above.
	Marlow would like to include a definition of what a relative is in the ordinance.
	#6 – What is a noncorrosive material?  It is something that will not corrode away in the ground.  
	Karl would like to not have so many dollar amounts listed in the ordinance.  Looking to the future with inflation and such it would be good to not have to keep amending the ordinance.  Karl would prefer it be related to the current costs incurred by the town.
	The town doesn’t move headstones or dig the graves.  The family has to pay for someone to dig the grave and move the headstone.
	#12 – Change the dollar amount to read “bear the cost of repositioning”.
	#19 – Eagle Scout project $100 cost was questioned by Karl.  Russ said this was already discussed and approved when Margaret was the Mayor.  Does this need to be part of the cemetery ordinance?  It seems out of place.  The item is agreed upon by council members, but it seems out of place in this ordinance.  All agree that this would be good for any Eagle project in town – not just the cemetery. Should be in the town ordinances somewhere else, no one know where to put it.  
	
Building Ordinance/Planning & Zoning Revisions Review:
	Marlow – Bob called the county and found that Sylvan’s children – Johnathon and John – had gone into the county and had those two lots registered with the county.  They have satisfied all requirements with the county.  Marlow and Bob think Sylvan has met all requirements for these building lots.  Bob & Marlow agree we need a more concrete checklist for anyone else that may come in and want to subdivide.  They are working on this.  
	What happens next for Sylvan’s subdivision?  Bob recommended approval when he was here last month.  Bob was contacted on the phone and he still recommends approval.  Russ made motion to approve the subdivision project.  Matt seconded it.  Motion unanimously approved.

Water Ordinance Revisions Review (specifically water connections outside town limits):
	Tabled until next month.  Councilman over water is not here and neither is Todd Tolley.

Schedule Town Meeting for approval of ordinance revisions:
	Tabled until next month.  Not ready for this.	
	
Report on County Meeting Russ attended on 2-10-16:
	Karl attended the meeting, also.  Same meeting last year debated putting a gas tax on the ballot.  Last year the cost of putting it on the ballot was an issue, this year with the national elections there is no cost to put it on the ballot.  The proposed tax is like ¼ cent on gas sold in the county.  All money would go to the state and the state would divide it up to the towns within the county.  It looks like it will be on the ballot this coming fall.  Russ thinks it was like $400/year Leamington would end up getting from it.

Pelorus Training for council members:
	Danette will check with Pelorus to schedule training for one of the first Fridays in April.

Proposal to begin town council meetings with prayer:
	Marlow sent an article to the town board prior to this meeting.  It was about the Supreme Court ruling a public meeting can begin with prayer. It is important to include all religions.  No one has a problem with it.  Marlow would like to make a resolution to start Leamington town council meetings with prayer.  Russ seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  Judi suggested the prayer be held after approving bills and signing checks and just before turning on the recorder.  All agreed.

Departments:
Roads/Cemetery
	Case is getting started on the kiosk Eagle project now it is warming up.  Devin Finlinson’s map Eagle project has the road in the wrong place.  Devin is redoing the map and then it will be complete.  The entrance Eagle project just needs to be set in place over the entry to the cemetery.
	Alan Overson asked Russ about the possibility of paving roads inside the cemetery.  Russ told him the expense would be considerable.  Russ thinks it would be better to put lime fines down that set up almost like concrete.  If we could get some of those fines, we would just have to pay to have them transported here.  
The cost of trucking the amount we need could be quite a bit.  It would be a good idea if it could be worked out.
	
Water
	Karl read a letter that was sent to Chad.  The letter subject is: Approval of Operating and Monitoring and Recording and Reporting Plans for the Town of Leamington ASR Project.  It has to do with the approval of putting water back into the well. 
	Mike Ferrell asked about the possibility of buying water from a fire hydrant as he builds a reservoir on his farm this spring.  It would be 4000 gallons a load.  Don’t know how many loads it would be.  This is for farming construction use.  What do we charge them?  We charged him $10.00/load last fall.  $10 per load is sufficient.  Russ made motion we approve a $10/load charge.  Matt seconded.  All approved.

Town Hall/Parks/Planning and Zoning
	Marlow put notice on the town Facebook page that the town is no longer collecting money for the restoration of the town hall.  We were not able to secure enough other funds to make it possible.  Three individuals who have donated have said to keep the money.  Marlow needs to contact three more people.
	Karl questioned the town Facebook page and who set it up.  Marlow set it up to help raise funds for the town hall restoration project.  Karl warned Marlow to be very careful of what is put up on there with the name of the town on it.  Could be opening up legal issues.
	Russ wants to get going on the sprinkler system this spring.  The windows around the museum need to be kept dry.
	Building Schedule – The Republican Party caucus to be held on March 22nd at the town hall.  Evers have scheduled the town hall for Thanksgiving Nov. 23 – 24 and Dec. 17 -18.
	The water council from Fool Creek has been using the town hall for their meetings.  Marlow has not been charging them to use the town hall.  Karl thinks they are not immune from the charge.  They don’t pay taxes to the town and they are not residents.  If we charge them to use it, they told Marlow they would find somewhere else to hold the meeting. We need to be careful because of the history of that water council.  They meet three or four times a year.  They have never offered to pay to use the building.  Russ thinks it is a good neighbor policy to let them use it.  Marlow made a motion to allow the water board from FC to use the town hall for their meetings.  Russ seconded the motion.  All approved.  Karl added a stipulation that the town hall be checked after their meetings to make sure there are not any problems.  It was noted that the town hall needs to be checked after anyone uses it to make sure there are not any problems.

Fire Department
	Matt is working with Marki Rowley to get the voting location up to code at the fire house. Matt did not get quotes but has looked up pricing for the project.  

Russ made mention of Denise McCoy’s home having several eviction notices on the door.  Russ said they plan to allow her to get some of her stuff out of there and then the bank will go in and clean it out.  There is some activity going on there to get the place cleaned up.

Miscellaneous
	Russ & Karl gave updates on the Denise McCoy home.  It is being cleaned out.  It is a hazard.

Adjourn
	Matt made a motion to adjourn.  Marlow seconded.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 9:58 p.m.  
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