Emery County Public Lands Meeting

March 1, 2016
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

PLC:  Rod Player, Sherrel Ward, Laren Huntsman, Ed Geary, JR Nelson, Kim McFarlane
PLC Staff:  Ray Peterson, Chelsea Guymon
Public: Wayne Ludington, Janet Geary, Warren Oviatt, Randy Fox, Daron Haddock, Kelsey Berg, Tom Lloyd, Bran Torgerson, Garrick Hall, Daniel Eddington, Chris Wood, Paula Wellnitz, Aaron Farmer, Kyle Beagley, Ahmed Mohsen, Amber Koski, Ron Dean, Gary Petty, Donna Sackett
Excused:  Mistie Christiansen, Mark H. Williams
1. Welcome: Rod welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for coming.
2.  Approval of Minutes: Motion by Ed to approve the minutes from our February meeting with a second from Sherrel. Motion by Ed to approve the Working Meeting Minutes from February with a second from Laren. 
3.  Chairman Comments: Rod shared an article that the Deseret News wrote praising the Public Lands Initiative. Outside magazine also had an article discussing the PLI. Rod encouraged everyone to read these articles if they hadn't already.
4.  Commission Report on PLI: Commissioners are waiting to hear when the hearings will be held so that they can be prepared to go Washington DC and testify. The hearing will most likely be held sometime in mid March or April. 
5. Discussion of County Resource Plan: Laren said we need new industry in our County and that the County could benefit from developing our gas resources. He also discussed our water issues and that we need protect our water rights from being transferred out of the area. It was mentioned that in the Weed and Noxious Plant section that the BLM and Forest Service need to work with and cooperate with the County's Weed and Mosquito Department. The County has been developing a Resource Management Plan that will be incorporated into the General Plan. These are some of the items the Council mentioned that need to be updated. Val Payne mentioned that the General Plan was updated in 2012 but it still needs some updating. A point of clarification in the plan, Mineral Resources includes oil and gas. 
The County has been improving the stream system by eradicating the Tamarisk and Russian Olive Trees. Emery County has been very proactive in developing planning compared to some of the other Counties who have done very little work on their General Management Plans.
6.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM): Ahmed reported that the wild burro gather of the Sinbad herd will hopefully happen in April after the appeal period ends in March. They will be using a contractor to gather the burros and they are hoping to gather 100 burros. SITLA and the BLM have reached an agreement for the management of wild horses and burros. There are some preliminary agreements between Goblin Valley, the BLM and the County concerning the management of a portion of the park to help protect the wildlife. The Dinosaur Quarry will open April 5th for the season and this will be the 50th anniversary of its opening. Amber Koski the archeologist for the Price BLM Office is looking at writing a Historic Overview of the area and would like to include Emery County. 
Division of Water Rights (DWRi): No Representative Present.
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM): Daron Haddock reported that Emery Deep Mine previously known as Consol was bought by Bronco Mine so they are working on transferring the permits to the new owners. Deer Creek Mine has a water issue so there have been a few problems with its closure. They are concerned that the water will exceed the discharge limits of their discharge permit and that the water will come out of Rilda Canyon which they don't have a permit for. They are evaluating parallel plugs to test if they can withstand the water pressure as well as a pipeline to transport discharge water to the Deer Creek drainage. They are hoping the discharged water will be of quality to be released into the Huntington Creek drainage. If not then the water will be processed on site at Deer Creek and then released. They have contracted with Golder Associates to be sure the engineering is correct and that the water isn't discharged out of Rilda. They anticipate the approval of this plan will happen this Summer. They are concerned about iron levels in the water but it will be treated if necessary. They are still discharging water out of Crandall Canyon mine. The amount of water being discharged has decreased as well as the iron content. They are still treating the water to lower the iron output. Before treatment iron is in compliance with levels of 1.9 milligrams of iron per liter of water. They are hoping to eventually stop treating the water and let it flow on its own. At this time the Skyline Mine will not be undermining Bulger since they don't want to affect Electric Lake.
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR): Chris Wood reported that transplants of Mule Deer to Joe's Valley are continuing. They are now up to 105 deer. This is part of an urban deer transplant and all of the deer transplanted have been collared. Doe Prong Horn hunts will begin in the late Fall from Cleveland to Wellington. Mussels have covered the walls below the waterline at Lake Powell so they will have a greater presence this year with boat monitoring and draining. There are some age classes missing from the 9 mile Big Horn Sheep Herd so they are being monitored. 
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA): Bryan Torgerson reported that SITLA prefers a grassroots effort and opposes a National Monument. May 25th there will be a land auction. Only one of the parcels being auctioned off is in Emery County. They have filed a new lawsuit against the Sage Grouse Protection Plan. They have been doing Archeological projects as well as projects at the Buckhorn. They are installing buck-and-rail fences and kiosks. 
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF): Kyle Beagly reported that the Skyline Mine has been approved to move forward with their ventilation plan. The shaft will take up about 10 acres of land. They have received a few applications for drill sites and most of them are for the Skyline and Sufco Mine areas. They are developing a baseline of streams and their flow rate. The Fuels Shop is planning a fuel treatment on Trail Mountain. They have already been meeting with their grazing permitees. They would like to do presentation for the Council at our April Meeting. This will hopefully open up the mountain for better grazing for the livestock. No gates have been closed as of yet.
Utah State Parks & Recreation: Aaron Farmer reported that they are working with the BLM on the management of Goblin Valley. They are interviewing 5 people to fill a Ranger position. Park visitation has gone up and will continue to go up. They are doing some habitat restoration at Green River State Park and are also looking into a sustainable fishery and are working with the DWR on this project. KSL is coming to Goblin Valley and Fox is doing a spot on Disc Golf at the Green River Golf Course.
Washington Delegation Staff: Kelsey reported that the Delegation sent a letter to President opposing any National Monument in the State of Utah. An amicus brief was signed in support of power plants. A bill was signed in regards to the full funding of PILT. Ron Dean with Senator Lee's office told the council about a hearing concerning the National Parks in Utah. The EPA has to give precedence depending on the fracking rules. Grazing in the Grand Staircase has gone down. Donna Sackett will be attending our meetings and working with Public Lands. JR discussed our need for PILT money due to our County's tax and budget problems.  
7.  Additional Issues from Council Members: Sherrel reported that the snow water reserve in January was at 109% and in February it was at 88%. Seeley is at 81%, Red Pine is at 75%, Mammoth/Cottonwood is at 94%, and Buckflat is at 92%. The reservoirs are down to 39% capacity.
8.  Concerned Citizens: Val Payne talked about the Historic and Archeological reserves our County has and discussed the addition of Paleontilogical issues to the General Plan. Nothing new on the Millsite Dame project. Garrick Hall with the Farm Bureau talked about the Wild Horse Gather. 
9.  Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned. 

