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Minutes


Conference Call Attendees:
Members:						  Staff:
Spencer J. Cox, Lt. Governor				  Kathleen Clarke, Director, PLPCO
Mike Noel, Rep., Utah House 	              	  Anthony L. Rampton, Public Lands Section Brian King, Rep., Utah House	                               Director, Attorney General’s Office
Keven J. Stratton, Utah House		  	  John Harja, Senior Policy Analyst, PLPCO
Kevin Carter, Director, SITLA    	 	              Kathy Davis, Assistant Attorney General	
LeLand Pollock, Commissioner, Garfield County	  Sindy Smith, RDCC Coordinator, PLPCO
Gordon Topham, Commissioner, Sevier County
LuAnn Adams, Commissioner, UDAF
Stan Summers, Commissioner, Box Elder County
Alan Roper, Commissioner, Millard County		       

Guests:						
Mark Ward, Utah Association of Counties
Dirk Clayson, Commissioner, Kane County


____________________________________________________________________________

Welcome and Introductions
John Harja, on behalf of Lt. Governor Spencer J. Cox, called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. and welcomed everyone.  








Request for Approval of Attorney’s Fees
Douglas K. Heaton, Kane County Commissioner, submitted an invoice dated November 23, 2015, to the Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office (PLPCO) requesting reimbursement of one million dollars to cover a portion of its attorney’s fees for R.S. 2477 actions, as well as the Bald Knoll and the Hole in the Rock cases.  
  
Discussion   
The discussion covered the following remarks: 
· Commissioner Dirk Clayson indicated that Kane County’s invoice represents the R.S. 2477 quiet title actions for Kane County’s 2007-2011 calendar years.  
· Commissioner Stratton expressed his support for Kane County’s request and asked if other counties would be making similar requests, and what the balance is of available funds.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Kathleen Clarke stated that last year PLPCO received three million dollars earmarked for R.S. 2477 road expenses.  Kane County’s request for reimbursement of attorney’s fees would be drawn from those funds.  To-date, she said those funds have not been used.     
· Anthony Rampton pointed out that PLPCO has not received any other county requests for reimbursement of attorney’s fees because not a great deal has been spent in the other counties.  In terms of moving forward, he said the cases are in a bellwether process. The process involves resolving the issues of law on a few roads in Kane and Garfield counties and then finding a more efficient way to resolve all of the R.S. 2477 claims.  The court itself orchestrated the bellwether process to save time and costs.  Kane County moves forward first. The Attorney General’s office represents Garfield County in the litigation, and it is unlikely that any fee request would come from Garfield County.  
· Mark Ward conveyed UAC’s strong support for a motion to approve Kane County’s request for reimbursement of attorney’s fees and acknowledged that the legal work on behalf of Kane County over the past several years and the legal work that will continue benefits all 22 counties which filed quiet title lawsuits
· Commissioner Gordon Topham made a MOTION to approve Kane County’s request for reimbursement of attorney’s fees in the amount of one million dollars.  Commissioner Stan Summers seconded the MOTION.  John Harja, after a roll count, declared the voting unanimous in the affirmative.  The MOTION carried.

Other Business
No other business.

Public Comment
No public comment.
Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:53 a.m.
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