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PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
February 3, 2016
7:00 pm Civic Center

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Bruce Anderson, Council Members Bruce Blake, Jared Holmgren,  Kendall Julander, Tyler Barnes, Patti Andersen, Town Clerk Sue Holmgren, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Carol Andreasen.

VISITORS:  Det. Larry Blanchard, Bailey Blanchard, Gil Miller, Heather Checketts, Derek Checketts, Rich Holmgren, Riggin Holmgren, Dave Ormond, Julie Barnes, April Jardine, Bruce Jardines, two Jardine children, Ken Welch, Suzanne Welch, Kyler Mecham, Troy Mecham.

Welcome and Introductions:  Mayor Anderson
Pledge of Allegiance
Invocation:  Council Member Barnes

Logo Contest Presentation – The winner of the Sesquicentennial Celebration Logo Contest is Suzanne Welch.  Mayor Anderson congratulated her on her good work and presented Suzanne with a $50 Gift Certificate to the Bear River Country Market and two t-shirts, which she will receive after they have been made with the new Logo.  

1.  MINUTES-Council Member Andersen stated she did not agree to be over Christmas Decorations and the Town Historian. This should be deleted from page 2 of the January 2016 Minutes.    Council Member Holmgren motioned the minutes of January 6, 2016 be approved with the stated correction.  Council Member Andersen seconded the motion, all voted in approval.

2.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING – March 2, 2016

3.  DET BLANCHARD REPORT-  Det Blanchard brought in a report earlier in the month for November and December.  It has been handed out to Council Members and the Mayor.  Det Palmer will be getting Det Blanchard the information on how to run the report  he used to present at Council Meetings.  Det Palmer's report was different than Det Blanchard had seen.  After he gets that, he will start bringing the report monthly.  Det Blanchard left his card with Town Clerk Holmgren if anyone needs to contact him.

7:15 PUBLIC HEARING – To receive comments on amending the 2015-2016 budget and increasing the compensation of the statutory officers of this municipality.

Council Member Andersen motioned to open the Public Hearing.  Council Member Blake seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Council Member Holmgren abstained from voting because Town Clerk Holmgren is his wife.

Mayor Anderson stated the 5% increase in wages are for the Town Clerk and Deputy Clerk/Treasurer.  Town Clerk's wages would increase from $2083.33 to $2187.50.  Deputy Clerk/Treasurer's wages would increase from $860.00 to $903.00.  This increase would mean a budget amendment for Payroll Expenses and Wages.  The budget will also need to be amended for the Sesquicentennial Celebration and Recreation and Culture (Bear Carving).

There was no public comment.

Council Member Blake motioned to close the Public Hearing.  Council Member Julander seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REGULAR BUSINESS

4.  BILLS-Department heads reviewed and initialed bills to be paid or which have been paid.  The bills were read aloud and Council Member Holmgren motioned the bills be approved, second by Council Member Julander,  Council Members Andersen, Blake, Holmgren, Julander, and Barnes voted in favor.

5.  RESOLUTION NO. 2016-02-03 TO AMEND 2015-16 BUDGET- Mayor Anderson read aloud Resolution No. 2016-02-03.  Council Member Barnes motioned to adopt Resolution No. 2016-02-03.  Council Member Andersen seconded the motion.  Council Members Andersen, Blake, Julander and Barnes voted in approval.  Council Member Holmgren abstained from voting.
 
6.  ADOPT ORDINANCE NO 2016-02-02 PROVIDING FOR THE CONPENSATION OF STATUTORY OFFICERS- Mayor Anderson read aloud Ordinance No. 2016-02-02.  Council Member Andersen motioned to adopt Ordinance No. 2016-02-02.  Council Member Blake seconded the motion.  Council Members Andersen, Blake, Julander and Barnes voted in approval.  Council Member Holmgren abstained from voting.
 
7.  4TH QUARTER FINANCIALS – Council Members reviewed and initialed 4th quarter financial reports.  

8.  CORPORATE AUTHORIZATION RESOLUTION- Bank of Utah requires the adoption of a resolution to do business with them and a new resolution is needed when signatures change.  The resolution designates Bank of Utah as the depository for city funds and is effective until written notice is received.  The agents listed on the resolution are authorized to transact business for the city.  Current agents are:  Mayor Bruce W Anderson, Mayor Pro Tem Kendall Julander, and Recorder/Clerk Sue Ann Holmgren.  Bear River City agrees to the terms and conditions of any accounts opened by an agent and authorize Bank of Utah to charge for checks or other drafts on the account.  The City recognizes the bank may issue "automated access devices" to an agent such as credit cards, automated teller machines, debit cards, etc.  Alternative signature or verification codes may be used if provided, but the Bank of Utah shall have no liability for unauthorized use of alternative signature and verification codes.  Council Member Andersen motioned the Corporate Authorization Resolution be approved, Council Member Barnes seconded the motion.  All council members voted in approval.

9. REVIEW CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR THE LAVENDAR HOUSE - The Conditional Use Permit for Peggy Roger's Lavender House needs the yearly review.    The permit was reviewed by Council Members.  Council Member Holmgren motioned to renew the Conditional Use permit for Peggy Rogers Lavender House.    Council Member Barnes seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

10. PROPOSED POLICY ON OVERDUE ACCOUNTS- Deputy Clerk Andreasen would like to propose the following policy on overdue accounts:  Payments on accounts which have been sent to small claims court must be paid one month before the court date or paid with cash, money order, or cashier's check before small claims action will be postponed, dismissed, or satisfied.  (The one month time period will give time to make sure a personal check clears their account.)  Mayor Anderson and Council Members agree this would be a good policy.  Council Member Barnes motioned to make this Bear River City's policy for overdue accounts.  Council Member Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.
     
11.  REVIEW AND UPDATE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN – Items to be removed from the Capital Improvement Plan are:  Grill Valves, Pipe Cemetery Ditch, Web Page, Sewer Facility, Stock Fence at Sewer Ponds, Parking Lot Expansion.  Extend the date to 2016 on Chip and Seal Roads and Sewer Infiltration Repairs.  Extend the date to 2017 for the New Shed at the Park.  Extend the date to 2018 for Park Bleachers.  Council Member Blake will think about what needs to be on the Plan having to do with Emergency Preparedness.  Council Member Andersen asked to review the Capital Improvement Plan again at next month's Council Meeting.  She would like to think more about what needs to be done for irrigation.  The Capital Improvement Plan will be on next month's agenda.

12. REPORT ON SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION PLAN – Sesquicentennial Celebration Chairperson Andreasen reported there are some great people on the committee and sub-committees, all working on their assignment.  The Theme is "150 of the Best Years".  Suzanne Welch designed a very nice logo.  Now the logo is complete, Marilynn Stewart will start working on the T-Shirts.  Florence Hansen is working on the quilt.  The first settlers arrived here on April 10th so the committee is planning a special event called "Heritage Night" on Saturday, April 9th at the church.  They are trying to involve the youth.  They would like to decorate with some antique items.  There will be a panel of older residents to answer some pre-screened questions submitted by the youth.  There will be a special musical number "I Want to Know You".  Some Youth have already started a band, so we are inviting anyone interested to join in and they will play that night as we leave the church and walk over to the Civic Center for the unveiling of the celebration light display.  There will be refreshments.  A committee is gathering information for the Historical Homes tour in May.  Another committee is working on gathering pictures for a History through Pictures Collection.  Audrey Mason is working on a Melodrama for July – there will be tryouts for parts – encourages more commitment.  The Melodrama will be performed on July 21 and 22.  A barbecue will be held before the performance on July 21.  When Mayor Anderson met with the Lt Governor he mentioned to him about our Sesquicentennial Celebration and told him we would like some state dignitaries to attend.  Mayor Anderson asked if April 9th would be a good time to invite them.  They will more than likely be busy for the July Celebration.  Julie Barnes stated she thought April 9th would be a good event to invite them to.  Mayor Anderson will make sure the Lt Gov and Gov are invited on April 9th, as well as for the July festivities.

 Council Member Barnes handed out a tentative outline(attached) for the July 23 activities.   On Wednesday, July 20th they would like to have a hypnotist at the Park, but it is already scheduled out for Western Ag Credit.  Councilmember Barnes asked if we could ask them to reschedule.  It was suggested that we don't ask them.  Deputy Clerk Andreasen suggested that we do not ask them to reschedule.  It was suggested to have it on the Friday or Saturday before the July 23 Celebration.

Mayor Anderson stated Tim Frost would like to offer his racquetball court to have a tournament.  

Council Member Barnes asked Council Members to look over the assignments and let him know if there is a problem.  He tried not to schedule everyone too much so they could enjoy the festivities.

Council Member Barnes would like everything to be free except the food.  He is going to have sponsors that will either advertise at the event or donate money.  He thinks he can come up with the money to make this happen.  

Vendor booths – Will only allow 10 booths that are hand chosen.  They will pay a fee for the booth that will go towards making things free.  Mayor Anderson stated this is a big change, he has suggested this before and got a resounding no.  Julie Barnes has had vendors approach her to have vendor booths.  The City tried it once and it didn't work out too well.  

Soda Stand - If we sign an exclusive agreement with one of the companies for a year we will have a large sponsorship.  Not sure how much yet, but they support local events.  Does the Town want to go exclusive with one of them and get the sponsorship?  They will bring in a trailer to serve fountain drinks.  They would design a commemorative cup.  We would need to decide if we wanted to sell cans, 20 oz bottles or fountain drinks.

Program – Booked Sage Junction.

Credit Cards – If we want to accept credit cards we have 3 options.  The clover is a mobile payment based on an Ipad the cost is $700 each to buy or if you want to lease around $35 per month with a contract for 3 or 4 years. The clover is .35% plus the interchange rate which is what Visa and Mastercard charge. This equals out to be about 2.5%, plus a $20 compliance fee.  The square has no contract.  You would buy the equipment and use with an Ipad and it is mobile.  They have a little bit higher rates 2.75% per swipe or 3.5% to key it in.  State Contract, which is like your traditional card swipper, not mobile stays in one place, but has lower rates.  Or don't take cards.  Council Member Barnes has thought about bringing in an ATM machine also.  Council Member Barnes says his vote would be for the square because there is no contract and is about the same price as the clover with similar rates.  

Tourism Grant –The marquee and the credit card machine and the bear could all be submitted for the tourism grant.  

Auction – The credit card machine would be good for this.  People will spend more money if they know they can put it on a card.  Mayor Anderson asked about the Bank of Utah.  They back the clover.  There are different clover options.  Mayor Anderson stated his moral committee at work gave him a card reader that plugs into his phone for America First.  You can get as many of those as you want.  He has the America First App on his phone that is linked directly to the account.  Council Member Barnes stated we had talked about this before and nobody wanted to use their phones.    Frontier can run a line to the Cook Shack for no charge.  And then we would be billed a monthly fee.  Mayor Anderson suggested if the customer would like a receipt it could be picked up at the civic center the following week.  

Bear River Country Market – Julie asked Council Member Julander if it was hard to have the store open on the day of the celebration.  Is it hard on employees wanting to be at the park?  Do you like being open on the day of the Celebration?  What do people come in there for? Council Member Julander stated they have a good amount of activity because of the influx of people that day.  

Tractor Show – Mayor Anderson suggests talking to Casey Porritt so no sprinklers are broke.  And dry ground so there are no ruts.

There will still have to be release forms for bounce house and rodeo.

Fish Pond – Make sure to order fish early.  They would like to have two ponds this year.  A smaller pond for the rubber duckies and a larger pond for the fish.

Thank You Dinner – Council Member Barnes would like to bring back the Thank You Dinner.  He would also like to still give a free hamburger and a drink to those who help.

Council Member Andersen has a problem with the vendor booths.  Council Member Andersen thinks people won't want to spend big bucks on items at a vendor booth.  Julie stated if we get enough sponsors we may not even have the booths.  The cost to have a booth would be around $25 and an auction item.

Soft Serve Ice Cream was a big hit last year.  Julie would also like to increase the concessions options.

13.  SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL YOUTH ANIMAL PERMIT– Planning Commission Chairman Miller wanted to know if after the Special Educational Youth Animal Permit was approved, we should issue a permit stating it was approved.  Mayor Anderson suggests making a generic form and print it out as needed.

14.  PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION CONCERNING SEWER LINE BUILDING CODE REQUIREMENTS – The Planning Commission recommends that the City Council repeal ordinance number 2011-12-04 titled, "An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 2005-11-07 Bear River City Sewer Ordinance," and revert back to ordinance number 2005-11-07.  Planning Commission Member Ormond stated the ordinance is overly wordy and has several errors in it that need to be fixed.  It doesn't match what the City standard drawings are, especially when it comes to the bedding and trenching.  The Planning Commission would like the City Council to repeal the amendment and revert to the old one, until a new Ordinance can be drawn up.  Planning Commission Chairman Miller stated the Zoning Administrator stated he didn't know there were amendments made and he was using the old ordinance.  Deputy Clerk Andreasen stated he was sent a new ordinance.  Planning Commission Chairman Miller would like to see one copy with the Amendments and Ordinances combined together so it is clear.  Mr. Ormond also mentioned there is a part of the ordinance that states the City will be responsible for putting in new sewer laterals and furnishing native bedding for trenching, this is not a standard thing.  Mr. Ormond stated he didn't think the City wanted to be responsible for those kinds of things.  Council Member Holmgren has also mentioned this in a previous meeting.  Mr. Ormond also stated there should also be a clause about compaction and pressure testing.  The Planning Commission is asking for permission to go ahead and create a new Sewer Ordinance.   Planning Commission Chairman Miller states he believes that by June they will have a new Sewer Ordinance written.  Deputy Clerk Andreasen stated by repealing the amendment it also repeals more changes than just the bedding and backfilling requirements.  Planning Commission Chairman Miller and Planning Commission Ormond agreed it would be alright to just repeal section 13 (Bedding and Backfilling) of Ordinance No. 2011-12-04.  Council Member Barnes motioned to accept the recommendation from the Planning Commission to repeal section 13 of ordinance No. 2011-12-04 and revert to the Bedding and Backfilling section of ordinance no. 2005-11-07 and authorize the Planning Commission to write a new Sewer Ordinance.   Council Member Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

15.  CEMETERY BURIAL POLICY – The question of, do we allow 2 vaults stacked in one burial plot, has come up after the recent special exception burial for Rex Iverson.  Our current Cemetery burial policy limits one burial per grave.  Mayor Anderson personally does not have an issue with it.  Derek Checketts was a little concerned about digging that deep.  He didn't feel unsafe, but was a little sketchy.  Town Clerk Holmgren asked how would we charge for this if we were to do it?  Council Member Julander suggested charging for a double.  Opening and Closing price would probably have to increase also.  The water table is also a concern.  It was also state there should always be more than one person present when digging a grave for safety reasons.  Mayor Anderson asked Council Members to think about this and what we want to do for the future.  This will be tabled until next month.

16.  CANAL COMPANY PROPOSAL TO ISSUE NEW CERTIFICATES AND LIST OF SHARES NOT TRANSFERRED – Bear River Canal Company is considering issuing separate certificates for stockholders holding shares scheduled and billed by Bear River City which are combined with shares scheduled and billed by the Canal Company.  Making this change would facilitate their billing program and help eliminate Bear River residents receiving a bill from the Canal Company for the same service the City bills for.  The Canal Company would like to split the cost of the new certificates.  BRC pays $50 and Canal Co pays $50 for each new certificate.  ($250)
Irrigation Certificates which have a portion of the shares in the Bear River City system and a portion in another system:
				Cert #		Total Shares	Shares in BRC	Difference
Andersen, Jim			10512		  92.07		  85.00		    7.07

Braegger, Ken			6283	 	  25.52		    1.25		  24.27

Holmgren, Richard		3998		143.50		106.34		  37.16

Holmgren, Land & Livestock	5720		  88.24		  40.24		  48.00

Stewart, Steven			8548		    5.50		    2.00		    3.50

Council Member Andersen questioned why the Canal Company wanted to do this.  Deputy Clerk Andreasen stated the Canal Co. would like to issue separate certificates for these 5 people to facilitate their billing program and eliminate errors in billing.  Council Member Holmgren asked whose name is on the original certificates.  Deputy Clerk Andreasen stated just the names listed as far as she knows.  The City is not trying to have their name put on the certificates.  Council Member Holmgren is concerned the City's name will end up on the certificates.  Deputy Andreasen states that is not the intent.  This was not Bear River City's idea, this was all the Canal Co.  Riggin Holmgren asked why they need to issue new certificates.  Deputy Clerk Andreasen stated it is just to facilitate the Canal Company's computer program.  Rich Holmgren stated he is having a hard time understanding what Bonnie at the Canal Co. is trying to do.  She has given a certificate number, but not a location and he doesn't know what property these shares are tied to.  Rich is also concerned that the Canal Co. is trying to do this and not contact the land owners.  Council Member Holmgren stated it seems to him, the Canal Company has a mess and they want us to pay half to fix it.  Deputy Clerk Andreasen told Bonnie that she did not understand why the City should have to pay to reissue certificates just to benefit the Canal Company's billing.  Council Member Holmgren does not want to have anything to do with issuing new certificates for these landowners.  Mayor Anderson stated instead of trying to figure out what Bonnie is trying to do, would it be best if we met with her.  Rich Holmgren stated Bonnie is very hard to talk to and is never wrong.  She thinks she knows a lot more than what she does.  Deputy Clerk Andreasen stated when she questioned Bonnie about wanting to have the City pay to issue these certificates Bonnie became quite snippy with her.  Bonnie stated there is nothing that states that any of this is within the City limits so the Canal Co will just bill and schedule the whole thing and they won't let Bear River City schedule and bill.  Deputy Clerk Andreasen also stated Bonnie has not presented any of this to the Canal Co. Board yet.  Council Member Andersen stated the only reason Bear River City schedules the irrigation water is because the Canal Co. would not do what Bear River City wanted them to do.  Rich stated one thing he is concerned about is the City schedules everything from the pump ditch this way whether it is in City limits or not.  Rich does not understand where this other part is that she doesn't want to put in there.  He has water on the Willow Ditch and Pump Ditch and she doesn't schedule that.  Everything else he has is scheduled by Bear River City.  Clerk Holmgren asked if the landowners on this list should be contacted and made aware of what the Canal Co. would like to do?  Deputy Clerk Andreasen stated she would think so.  Rich thinks there is someone else involved that wants to change the names on these certificates.  Bonnie told Rich (not on this specifically) that if she makes a new certificate it will have Bear River City's name on it because I've been told that's what I'm going to do.  Rich stated when he got Warren Holmgren's ground he went to the Canal Co. to get the two certificates changed into one (which he still has not changed). There were 2 certificates and one certificate has all the ground on and there is one more certificate that was bought later down the road with 10 acres on it.  It's on the ground that’s down there towards the sewer ponds.  Between Bonnie and Charlie they have told Rich that ground is part of the original 340.17.  They said that he must have 10 acres somewhere that belong to the city so we will make sure they go to the City.  It's not even in the circle of ground included in the 340.17.  They told him they won't change it unless the City's name goes on the 10 acres.  So they won't combine them into 1 certificate.  Rich does not understand why this has to be split.  Riggin stated what Bonnie has listed as shares in BRC does not match the irrigation schedule.  Council Member Andersen does not want to do what Bonnie is suggesting.  She would like to have a meeting with these 5 landowners and Bonnie.  Deputy Clerk Andreasen suggested meeting with Charles or a member of the Canal Co Board.  Rich stated he is not interested in doing this at all unless they come back with some reason why this should even be done.  Rich believes there is an ulterior motive behind this because it makes no sense at all.  Council Member Holmgren suggests that we tell the Canal Co. "no thank you".  Deputy Clerk Andreasen stated the Canal Co Board Meeting is on February 9th where this will be discussed.  Mayor Anderson stated before anything is decided there needs to be more of a discussion.  Mayor Anderson suggested telling Bonnie "no thank you" and see where it goes.  If we need to meet he would recommend those 5 owners meet with Bonnie, Charles and others if needed.  These 5 people need to be involved.   If it looks like the Canal Co is going to try to do stuff that does not make sense then we are not going to do it. Mayor Anderson does not think we should pay to accommodate the Canal Co. computer system.

The City has a list of shares that have not been transferred to new owners when property was sold.  Rich asked if they have to go up to the Canal Co to have it changed.  Deputy Clerk Andreasen answered yes.  Rich asked why they would even want to transfer it because they will put it in Bear River City's name.  Deputy Clerk Andreasen stated no they won't.   If Bear River City's name is not on the original certificate it won't be on the new one.  Council Member Barnes stated that is why he hasn't transferred his.  The Canal Co told him it would have Bear River City's name on it.  Council Member Julander stated he is in the process of doing this for Bear River Country Market also.  Council Member Holmgren asked if anyone had heard Gil Miller's story transferring his water shares in Corinne.  When he got his shares from the Canal Co for his Corinne property they came with Bear River City's name on them because he lives in Bear River City.  

Rich asks one thing.  He believes it is important to keep water with homes and building lots, but we need to be really careful with the farm ground.  You never know whether it will be developed or not.  Whoever owns the farm ground should have a right to move the water or do what they want with it, and not have Bear River City's name on it to tangle up and cause problems.  Rich thinks that this is something the Canal Co has forgotten about. The City has had some struggles over trying to get it thru their heads.  The City has gone thru times when they have tried to take a lot of water and this has been fixed.  Rich hopes we can get this thru people's heads that we are not trying to take something away that has a value, but should stay with the property and increase the value of the home.  You never know if a shopping mall will come in and build.   You should have the option of moving that water to another property to be used and not have the City or Canal Co. tell you whether you can or can't do it.  When there is no reason to have the water on that property you should have the right to move it somewhere else.

17.  UPDATE ON COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN – None

18.  VACANCIES IN COMMISSIONS, BOARDS, & COMMITTEES – There is one vacancy on the Planning Commission.  Mayor Anderson has a person in mind and will ask.

19.  DEPARTMENTS –
Sewer - Council Member Holmgren stated the Town is no longer discharging water into the waters of the State (Malad River).  The New Wastewater Operating Permit was received today for the new land discharge.

Irrigation – Council Member Andersen stated no more irrigation water can be leased to the cemetery or Park.  The ditches are full.  

Backhoe – Council Member Barnes stated Century Equipment will be coming to pick up the backhoe on March 2nd.  Hopefully the new leased backhoe will be here by then.  Council Member Barnes needs all the extra keys back by March 2nd.  Council Member Julander requested that he have a key to the new backhoe.  

Youth Council – Council Member Barnes stated they are having a Valentine Dance on February 5th.

20.  PUBLIC COMMENT – None

21.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None

Adjournment – Council Member Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 10:00 pm with Council Member Julander seconding the motion and all voting in favor.

Minutes approved on March 2, 2016.



___________________________________               ___________________________________
Sue Ann Holmgren, Town Clerk			            Bruce W Anderson, Mayor
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