Emery County Public Lands Meeting

February 2, 2016
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

PLC:  Rod Player, Sherrel Ward, Bruce Wilson, Laren Huntsman, Ed Geary, JR Nelson, Kim McFarlane
PLC Staff:  Ray Peterson, Chelsea Guymon
Public: Jake Palma, Darren Olsen, Paula Wellnitz, Kelsey Berg, Randy Fox, Wayne Ludington, Bryan Torgerson, Tom Lloyd, Becky Anders, Warren Oviatt, Garrick Hall, Cody Allred, Aaron Farmer, Jonathan Hunt, Commissioner Paul Cowley, Randy Johnson, Commissioner Keith Brady, Chris Wood, Makeda Hanson, Rob Axson, Ryan Wilcox
Excused:  Mistie Christiansen, Mark H. Williams, JR Nelson
1. Welcome: Rod welcomed everyone to the meeting and then turned some time over to Kim McFarlane to introduce himself who is the newest member of the PLC Board. Kim lives in Green River where is a Physician Assistant and Director of the Medical Center in Green River. 
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Motion by Bruce to accept the minutes with a second from Ed. 
3.  Chairman Comments: Rod discussed a publication that the BLM has that outlines how the BLM works with public.
4.  Commission Report on PLI: Commissioner Cowley discussed the public hearing that was held at the Salt Lake Library concerning the EPA issues and the power plants in our area. The meeting was heavily attended. The EPA wants to put more restrictions on the power plants. Commissioner Cowley said there was a lot of support for the power  plants. Rod mentioned that the language for the PLI has been released for review.
5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM): Jake Palma said there are no new projects planned at this time. The Oil and Gas lease will be February 16th at the Salt Palace. Wayne and Emery Counties are invited to participate in the Master Leasing Plan. A decision concerning the wild burros should be signed soon and the burro gather should take place in March. There will be a public meeting where the public can indicate where their stock ponds and routes are. The San Rafael Travel Management process is still going and they are compiling all the data they find. 
Division of Water Rights (DWRi): No representative. Randy told the council about a new bill concerning water shares listed under Small Corporation Changes.
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM): No Representative.
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR): Chris Wood reported that they have been involved in mule deer transplants. 50 Deer have been taken from Bountiful's foothills and have been moved to the Joe's Valley area. There have also been turkey transplants throughout our County. With all of the snow we have received, elk have moved into some people's fields in Ferron. By law big game can still be hunted through January 31st. They gave out 40 Land Owner tags and 17 elk were harvested. They will now be monitoring that herd through the winter to be sure they stay on the mountain. Makeda Hanson the Habitat Biologist presented a plan for the Lower San Rafael. The property they are working on they were able to acquire from Pacific Corp in the late 1980's. They are currently watching and maintaining 6 fish species that are endangered or at risk. From all of flooding in 2011 there has been some native vegetation re-generation after tamarisk removal. Faux beaver dams have been put in place to help manage sediment. It is open year round to public access for camping but they do ask campers don't chop down any wood. 
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA): Bryan Torgerson reported that SITLA did receive the PLI and they have been reviewing it. The land lease for the Green River Industrial Park has been extended 5 years and have also been working on the easement for the North side of the train tracks. They are currently working with the town of Elmo on maintaining the Victor Cemetery. The American Alpine Club has helped as a third party with the land lease SITLA has with the BLM for bouldering in the Cottonwood Canyon area. 
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF): Darren Olsen reported that there have been 5 wildlife closures implemented in January and will re-open on April 15th. They are working with the State on turkey and deer releases. They are hoping to do an EA on the Long Four grazing allotments this Spring. They are also working on Aspen rehab in burn areas and managing invasive weeds.
Utah State Parks & Recreation: Jonathan Hunt reported that there will be a public meeting February 2nd at 5 where they will be discussing construction dates for the Millsite Dam project. They have also been grooming snowmobile trails. Aaron Farmer reported that they have been able to get water hookups installed to some of the campsites in Green River. The capital funds they received are going towards bathrooms in Goblin Valley and the Green River State Park. There is a park ranger position open for Goblin Valley.
Washington Delegation Staff: Kelsey Berg, Rob Axsom, and Ryan Wilcox reported that the bill will start in the House and will then move on to the Senate. The Clean Power Plant Act wasn't given a stay so it is still working its way through the Court. We are in a good position with the Speaker of the House on the PLI. Stream Act passed the House and is moving on to the Senate. The hearing in St. George was well attended.  
6.  Additional Issues from Council Members: The snow at Buck Flat is at 118% Clear Creek 199% Mammoth/Cottonwood 123% and Red Pine 94%. Seeley Creek is at 101% and 
White River is at 116%. The basin index is at 109%. The precipitation to date is 101%.
7.  Concerned Citizens: There was a question about the nuclear plant and its progress. There was a hearing about the water issues and there has been nothing new reported at this time.
8.  Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned. 

