

Tooele City Council and
Tooele City Redevelopment Agency of Tooele City, Utah
Work Session Meeting Minutes

Date:  
Wednesday, February 17, 2016
Time:  
5:00 p.m.

Place:  
Tooele City Hall, Large Conference Room

90 North Main St., Tooele, Utah
City Council Members Present:

Chairman Brad Pratt
Dave McCall
Steve Pruden

Debbie Winn

Excused:  Scott Wardle

City Employees Present:

Mayor Patrick Dunlavy

Glenn Caldwell, Finance Director
Roger Baker, City Attorney

Jim Bolser, Community Development and Public Works Director

Brian Roth, Parks and Recreation Director

Paul Hansen, City Engineer
Michelle Pitt, Recorder
Rachelle Custer, City Planner

Excused:  Randy Sant, Redevelopment Agency Director

Minutes prepared by Michelle Pitt

1.  Open Meeting
Chairman Pratt called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call
Brad Pratt, Present

Steve Pruden, Present
Dave McCall, Present
Scott Wardle, Excused
Debbie Winn, Present 
3. Discussion:
· Conflicts of Interest
Presented by Roger Baker
Mr. Baker stated that he learned that the annual audit now requires the City to conduct conflict of interest training every year.  Mr. Baker said that although he cannot find that requirement in State statute, he intends to do open meetings and conflict of interest training every January from now on.  State law defines business relationships that the Council, Mayor, department heads, every city employee and board members might have.  Mr. Baker said that if a Council member had an ownership interest in a business that is regulated by City, for example, then a disclosure statement would need to be filled out describing that interest.  Some relationships need to be disclosed in a public meeting.  If a business or project is being discussed in a meeting that a Council member has an ownership in, the relationship would need to be disclosed.  Mr. Baker included a form in the Council’s packet that would need to be filled out in those instances where disclosure needs to be made.   The form is to be delivered to the Mayor's office, then stored in the Recorder's office.  State statute does not require Council members to recuse themselves, leave the room or not be involved in the discussion.  Disclosure generally allows Council members to do their job with the public knowing that they have certain business relationships.  Chairman Pratt asked if the form needed to be filled out yearly.  Mr. Baker answered that it only has to be disclosed once, but if the nature of the relationship changes, a new disclosure form would be required.  Many cities require employees to make disclosures every year.  Mr. Baker went on to say that he can't find that requirement in the law, but it may be a good practice.  He suggested that every year as it is discussed during training, Council members evaluate whether they fall under this requirement and fill out the form each year, if applicable.
· Resolution 2016-12 A Resolution of the Tooele City Council Approving a Real Estate Purchase and Sale Agreement with JTH Properties LLC for the Sale of 9.8 Acres of Property on Vine Street
Presented by Roger Baker
Mr. Baker stated that the Council already approved the sale of this property.  After the public bidding process for the sale of the property, the Council selected John Harris, or JTH Properties as the successful bidder.  Every contract approval of this nature is brought before the Council.  Mr. Baker said that this agreement specifies that a golf cart path will be preserved and an easement for the golf cart path will be preserved.  It also specifies who is going to maintain the golf cart path, that Mr. Harris has to accommodate storm water, and addresses sewer and parking issues.  The deed will include that this agreement survives principle of the merger and continues to exist for the property.   Councilman Pruden stated that Mr. Harris is anxious to get started on his development.  
Councilman Pruden asked where the youth garden will go.  Mr. Roth stated that the garden fence and shed are already gone.   There was a discussion of possible sites for the youth garden.  The Mayor stated that it takes time to get a garden area set up.  It may take a year to find an appropriate place.  

· Resolution 2016-13 A Resolution of the Tooele City Council Approving a Contract with MGB+A for Professional Design Services for England Acres Park
Presented by Brian Roth
Mr. Roth stated that the City is moving forward with plans to do work at England Acres.  Impact fees are being used for the design.  Mr. Roth explained that the original plan was done fifteen years ago.  A lot of things have changed and some needs have changed since then.  The City interviewed several architectural firms and selected MGB+A to do the design.  Mr. Roth stated that the contract includes:  the City’s contract form, MGB+A’s analysis to put a master plan together for the park, and a tentative schedule.  The contract is for $24,700 which includes a $5,000 contract with an outside grant writing firm that will help seek additional funds.  This grant writing firm has been successful in obtaining grants for other cities.  The Mayor stated that this company has designed seven parks in American Fork, and obtained grant funding.  After the  master plan, a separate design and engineering document will be done, which may or may not be done with MGB+A.   The Mayor stated that all the firms they talked to were good, but this firm has the added grant procurement history.  The firm didn't guarantee that they could get the grants, but will seek them.  The City is not planning on the grant, but if it comes, it will be extra, and might change how each phase is done.  

· Short-term Rentals
Presented by Steve Pruden
Councilman Pruden stated that one of the things that has been brought up by other municipalities, such as Moab and Park City, is a problem with short-term rentals.  Short-term rentals is where a resident rents out a bedroom, or other portions of their house.  When this happens, there's no health inspection, business license, or documentation taking place.  Councilman Pruden said that other communities are grappling with this.  There may be residents that rent out portions of their house in subdivisions that are not zoned for that purpose  Mr. Baker said that Tooele City has an ordinance that says there can only be one family in a single family home, but technically someone could rent a room to a college student, for example.  This is not aggressively enforced, and the City doesn’t have a way to look for violators.   The ordinance doesn't prevent a family from leaving their house then renting it for short periods of time, but the City hasn't heard of this happening in Tooele City.  Ms. Custer stated that there is a bed and breakfast provision in the ordinance.  A bed and breakfast is permitted with a conditional use permit, business license, inspections, etc.  Councilman Pruden stated that the concern is driven by hotels and motels, and the competition it causes with them.  Chairman Pratt said that this may have come up during the Olympics that were held in Salt Lake.  Some people were renting out their homes.  

Councilman Pruden stated that the City needs an ordinance that addresses extremely large gatherings.  Chairman Pratt said that he has asked Councilman Wardle to organize a meeting to draft an ordinance that would address that issue.  Mr. Baker reminded the Council that when they would like to discuss issues, they should talk with the Chairman about it, and put the item on the agenda.   The Council asked if there could be a general discussion item on the agenda so that various topics could be discussed.  Often the Council are approached about matters during the week and this would give them the chance to discuss them in a meeting.  Mr. Baker answered that they can't.  Items need to be noticed on the agenda for the public, except that state law allows such a discussion when the public brings up items in the public comment period.  

4. Close Meeting to Discuss Litigation and Property Acquisition
Councilman Pruden moved to close the meeting.  Councilwoman Winn seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn “Aye,” Councilman McCall “Aye,” Councilman Pruden “Aye,” and Chairman Pratt “Aye.”  

Those in attendance during the closed session were:  Glenn Caldwell, Roger Baker, Jim Bolser, Mayor Patrick Dunlavy, Paul Hansen, Brian Roth, Michelle Pitt, Councilwoman Winn, Councilman McCall, Councilman Pruden, and Chairman Pratt.  
No minutes were taken on these items.
5. Adjourn
Councilwoman Winn moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilman Pruden seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn “Aye,” Councilman McCall “Aye,” Councilman Pruden “Aye,” and Chairman Pratt “Aye.”  
The content of the minutes is not intended, nor are they submitted, as a verbatim transcription of the meeting.  These minutes are a brief overview of what occurred at the meeting.
Approved this 2nd day of March, 2016
___________________________________________________ 

Brad Pratt, Tooele City Council Chair
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