Legacy Preparatory Academy (LPA) Community Council
Meeting Minutes
February 4, 2015 4:00PM
Room 205, LPA North Campus

Attending: Angela Bothwell, Nyman Brooks, Marly Ferrin, Maren Hilbig, Tina Huber, Chris Jacobs, Greg Mortensen, Melanie Mortensen, Paul Murphy

Absent: Jenny Kohler, Jill Poulsen, Jennifer Townsend, Louisa Walker

Visiting: Priscilla Stringfellow

The Community Council unanimously approved January's meeting minutes.

The council discussed prioritizing six top principles of effective teaching. The council noted that teacher skills are the key to effective education and curriculum is not as influential as the teacher. Clarity is consistently noted as an important practice. Behavior and classroom management are also important. All of the aforementioned skills/practices, can be taught to teachers.

Formative assessments were discussed. These should not be confused with standardized testing formative assessments, rather, they involve teachers checking for individual student comprehension of a concept through feedback. These assessments can be explicitly incorporated as part of daily teacher-student interaction. Teachers know to look for feedback but sometimes forget, teachers can structure lessons to include feedback. While a student may be able to determine an answer to a math problem using an algorithm, feedback allows a teacher to verify the student understands how the algorithm works. This, however, can be more challenging in the younger grades (versus junior high) as teachers cover a wide variety of subjects (rather than more focused on one of two subjects).  It is also worth considering Piaget's observations on child cognitive developmental strategies which note that it is important to understand where a child is in this process as it will guide how feedback is conducted.

Maren Hilbig suggested that staff review practices and identify areas of weakness. These areas could be used as suggestions for funding. Priscilla Stringfellow and Tina Huber could also assist staff in narrowing down the suggestions with teachers and reporting to the council.

Nyman Brooks moved that the council recommend the first eight items of the “Community Council Principles of Teaching Math.xlsx” handout and items 3 and 7 of the “Effective Teaching Principles.docx” handout as core indicators of effective literacy and math instruction. Priscilla Stringfellow, Tina Huber, and Angela Bothwell would bring these items to their groups and provide their recommendations and budget projections to the council. The motion was passed unanimously by the council.

The council discussed some of the principles in the book “Norms and Nobility”.  Morals and virtue are key in education to maintain and perpetuate a healthy society. Ennobling of the masses is a goal of education. Words matter, truth is key, and we must “live truth”. Paul Murphy noted that it is increasingly difficult to create free thinkers who seek and speak truth when societal elements are focused anything that might offend another (regardless if it is factual or not). Nyman Brooks suggested further developing seminars/symposia for to create a “school within a school”.

[bookmark: __DdeLink__38_1780443689]The meeting was adjourned. 
