MINUTES
Utah Agriculture Advisory Board Minutes
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food
October 22, 2015 @ 1:00 p.m.


Attendees:
LuAnn Adams, Commissioner UDAF	
Leland Hogan. Farm Bureau	
Bob Barry, UACD
Don Anderson, Cattlemens
Allison Fiscus, Pork Producers
Rusty Bastian, Redmond Minerals
Tom Boyer, Woolgrowers
Brent Chuggs, LDS Church
Brian Higginbotham, USU Extension
Elise Boeke, NRCS
Matt Cook, Norbest
Robert McMullin, Fruit Growers Assoc.
Ron Stratford, Dairy Producers
Kent Bushman, Farmers Union
Jeni Bathemess
Cody James, UDAF
Dr. Barry Pittman, UDAF
Dr. Laura Nelson, GOED
Bartley Mathews, GOED
Roberta Valdez, UDAF
Melissa Ure, UDAF
Scott Ericson, UDAF


Commissioner Adams welcomed the Board and excused Ken White (Brian Higginbotham), Cliff Lillywhite, Jared Gaetz, Marilyn Albertson, Scott Robins, Dr. Roger Rees.  

Minutes
July 30, 2015 and September 21, 2015 – Tom Boyer made a motion to approve both sets of minutes, seconded by Don Anderson.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Acceptable Practices for Animals used in Agriculture - Cody James 
Mr. Fox, investigator for the Utah Humane Society, called regarding acceptable practices for animals used in agriculture.  Cody wanted to know if UDAF has established any acceptable standards for the use of animals in agriculture.   Mr. Fox wanted to know about shelter for livestock on open range and herding dogs that are left outside with no human to care for them.  Cody was bringing this to the Board’s attention to ask whether or not the Board wanted to act on it.

Leland mentioned the last time something of this sort was brought to the Board, the different commodity groups already had in place best practices protocol and had shared that information with their membership.  Leland commented he thought we were okay.  Leland asked Cody if a statement from individual organizations dealing with animal agriculture would help as an agriculture advisory group, do we need something different?  Leland stated that each need is different from Southern Utah to Northern Utah.  It is up to individual producers to do the best they can with whatever animal he is producing.

Animal Industry is getting more and more calls about the treatment of animals.  If we could get information from the different commodity groups, what their acceptable practices are, then we as an agency can present the information to the Board at a different meeting and come up with a board statement.

Dr. Pittman commented that the department should handle each case on a situation by-case-basis.  If a trend starts, then we can address it when it starts.  

Brent Tanner commented that we should be careful about creating a list of standards since every industry has their own standards.  We should let the public know that each industry has quality standards that they use to educate their producers.  If there are incidents outside of that, we would investigate.

Cody commented the statute says the Ag Advisory Board will advise the Commissioner regarding the planning, implementation and administration of acceptable practices of livestock.  That is what the phone call was regarding, and it needed to be brought to the Ag Advisory Board.

Commissioner Adams commented that we need to look at the rule and see if anything needs to be amended.

Energy Efficiency Program
Dr. Laura Nelson and Bartley Mathews are with the Governor’s Office in Energy Development.  A key part of their function is looking for energy efficiencies and improvements that can be made to foster the economics delivering results for the citizens.  The Ag Advisory Board is an important part of the economy and quality of life that Utahans enjoy.  Agriculture is recognized as a key part of the State’s success.  

Last January the Office of Energy Development started attending the Ag Advisory Board regarding the energy efficiency programs and how it relates to agriculture.  They spoke with the board about the energy efficiency program as it relates to agriculture and working with the Board on the agriculture energy team collaborative, which is a process where they seek advice and coordination with the Board to deliver programs related to agriculture energy efficiency options.  It is a method whereby they can work with the industry to adopt energy efficient practices or other energy measures that will help to reduce cost or efficiently operate their locations and improve the economics.  They are helping ag industry to be more profitable and more productive in operation.

Thanks to LuAnn; she really opened the door when she came in as the Commissioner to partner with the office of energy and development, recognizing the value of partnerships and the savings that can be realized.

They are working with USU, UDAF, NRCS, DNR, and UCC to deliver strategic programs to discover where they can deliver incentives to work with field staff and other staffs that can help make introductions on behalf of the Energy Office to help develop projects.  

They meet with USU Extension and identified top priorities:
Dairy industry
Poultry industry
Hogs
Irrigation
Green house operations
Also, Rocky Mountain Power offers a variety of incentives, and they can act as a bridge to help the ag industry to achieve the incentives.  

Governor’s Office – Energy Development agreed to match the program costs to those operations that aren’t served by Rocky Mountain Power because those incentives would not be available in those communities.

Currently they are looking at opportunities for solar power livestock water systems which can help create sustainable energy and reduce power cost.

Leland prompted a discussion of extra power created from solar producers and Rocky Mountain Power taking the power and not paying but giving credit.  Laura commented that is being resolved within the Public Service Commission.

Bartley gave a dairy farm example:  In a dairy farm they will partner with NRCS while working with USU Extension (county agents) along with the Conservation District.  They will go with a professional engineer and conduct an assessment of the energy on a dairy farm.  They typically find $20,000 of upgrades and improvements that can be made to the equipment on the farm.  The payback would be 7 to 8 years.  In that scenario, NRCS would typically have about 40% of the project cost that can be covered with a grant.  Rocky Mountain Power incentives would also contribute.  In areas where a producer isn’t served by Rocky Mountain Power, the Office of Energy has funds that will match incentives.  At that point they can move forward with the project.  If the producer needs additional help with the remaining amount, there is the ARDL program with UDAF.  They will put the package together and make the improvements.  

They have mapped out all of Utah’s dairy farms, and they work closely with people on the ground in those areas that can make those introductions.

Commissioner Adams recognized Leland Hogan for his service to the Ag Advisory Board.  Leland will be stepping down as Farm Bureau President.

Rules Presentation - Melissa Ure
R52-7 Horse Racing
The changes being made to the Horse Racing Rule mandates that all horses racing have the tattoo on the lip.  Further, there are some additional changes made regarding racing numbers on helmets and the clothing required of jockeys.
A motion was made to accept the changes by Tom Boyer, seconded by Don Anderson and passed unanimously.
R70-530 Food Protection
The rule is being changed in order to adopt the 2013 Food Code.  The additional changes are specific changes that instead of adopting the standard language of the Food Code the department has put into place their own standards.  It encompasses the standard rules for all agencies involved in the protection of food.
A motion was made to accept the changes by Ron Stratford, seconded by Rusty Bastian, passed unanimously.
R68-9 Utah Noxious Weed Act
The changes include the creation of five classes of noxious weeds.  There is also the addition of Cutleaf Vipergrass and Puncturevine.  The other changes are formatting changes meant to make the rule easier to read.

A motion was made to accept the changes by Robert McMullin, seconded by Don Anderson and passed unanimously.

R58-1 Admission, Identification, and Inspection of Livestock, Poultry, and Other Animals
The changes deal with the importation of marine aquatic animals.  It adds a definition of aquatic animals and the conditions upon which they can be imported.

These changes must go through the Fish Health Policy Board.
R58-17 Aquaculture and Aquatic Animal Health
The changes are designed to clarify the rules. It clarifies when the department can issue registrations.  The rule change adds requirements for the importing marine aquatic animals and clarifies the allowable species.  It also clarifies the electronic meeting rules for the Fish Health Board. The changes have been worked out with DWR and the Fish Health Board.   
Clarification only.

Loans - Roberta Valdez   
(Please see handouts)

Loans needing approval
Trevor and Ashlee Thomas
Loan amount $141,000.00
4% interest – 10 year loan

Craig Lavar and Mindy Anhder
Loan amount $175,000

The question was asked why UDAF has a loan program helping farmers finance when there are private companies that do this.  Roberta commented this is geared towards first time home buyers; their credit ability is usually not good.  To qualify for our program they first must be turned down from a lending institution before they come to UDAF.  We are a lender of last resort.

A motion was made by Tom Boyer to approve the loan, seconded by Rusty Bastian.  Loan approval passed unanimously.

Executive Session
A motion was made to move into an Executive Session to discuss personnel issues by Tom Boyer, seconded by Robert McMullin.  The motion was passed unanimously.

A motion was made to go back into open session by Rusty Bastian, motion was seconded by Don Anderson.  Motion was passed unanimously. 

Personnel issues were discussed in the Executive Session.
                                                                    
Round Table Report from Board Members & Ex-officio Board Members
Leland Hogan said the media is not always accurate.  For example, he had a recent national interview which stated they now have 288,000 members; an extra zero on the actual amount.  Leland expressed gratitude for the work the Commissioner has done, and appreciation for the opportunity to have worked with the various people on the Board.

Ron Stratford – Dairy prices are low, but there are some good things happening.  McDonalds is now advertising that they only use real butter.

Robert McMullin – Utah County producers have appreciated the support of the Commissioner and UDAF.  

Matt Cook – The Turkey industry is seeing good growth in Utah.  There are three new producers in the state expanding into new areas of the state.  Nationally, prices are high; not so much in Utah.

Elise Boeke – Expressed support for Commissioner Adams.

Brian Higginbothom – USU and UDAF have been working together for as long as he can remember.  Brian feels that the relationship has never been stronger than now.

Tom Boyer – Discussed the recent issues concerning the sheepherders’ wage; he is not crazy about the outcome but says it is livable.  He brought up the upcoming convention in a couple weeks with Commissioner Adams. (Tom’s two years is up as Woolgrowers President)

Allison Fiscus – “Ag is who I am”.  Glad to be a part.  Prices of hogs are low.  Annual meeting on January 22, 2016.  Brought up issues with ractopamine.

Don Anderson – Meeting with Commissioners’ concerns with feds; is being told by people back east how to manage lands, and “it’s a problem.”  Leland agrees wholeheartedly.  He echoes the sentiments of others for the Commissioner – Don has definitely seen Commissioner Adams’ passion.  On behalf of the Cattlemen’s Association Don expressed appreciation for Commissioner Adams.

Bob Barry – First meeting.  UACD Convention in Park City was a success.  The upcoming convention in St. George is November 3-5.  Everyone is invited to attend.  Barry commented that  cooperation is key.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Pittman gave an update on VS in Utah and surrounding areas and that Colorado has it the worst.  Dr. Pittman commented that VS is spread through insects, especially flies.

Public comments – none

Adjourn

