
Murray Arts Advisory Board 

Minutes for January 19, 2016 

 

Attendance: Alisa Brousseau, Deborah Daines, Kevin Westenskow, Scott Mooy, Lori Steadman, 

Bonnie Tollefson, Carolyn Milne, Becca K. Spjute, Tim  Tingey (visitor) 

Excused: Wendy Richhart 

 

1. Minutes for November 17, 2015 were approved as written. Becca Spjute was introduced as a new 

board member.   

 

2. Events for the past 2 months included Murray Symphony (384) and MHS Broadway review and 

Martin Luther King Concert.  Most storytelling residencies are just beginning.  Several RDT 

assemblies have been provided at various elementary schools with additional assemblies and 

residencies scheduled during January and February.  Several board members attended an 

assembly and noted they have been well received.  Becca indicated Viewmont’s PE teacher is 

incorporating it into her PE curriculum over the next month.  Board members liked the idea of 

sending home a flyer with a coupon that allows a child to get in free with a paid parent.    

 

3. Lori will try to recruit two judges for the literary competition and Mary Ann will secure the 

poetry judge. Mary Ann received a call from a patron, thanking us for sponsoring a competition 

that encourages everyone to participate.    

 

4. We are beginning to solve some of our facility issues.  The Arts Council will be using the Murray 

Theater for rehearsals for Charlie Brown and their summer musical.  The school district has been 

helpful in arranging Hillcrest Jr High for the performance of Charlie Brown.  The school district 

has also offered the use of their old storage maintenance building that is attached to their old 

district office until the property is sold once it is cleaned up.  It is similar to the fire station and 

could be used for rehearsals or set building.   

 

5. Board members were invited to attend Arts Day on the Hill on February 9.  Kevin, Bonnie, 

Carolyn, and Deborah were interested.  Mary Ann will get them registered.     

 

6. Mary Ann met with the high school to discuss their centennial.  A competition was organized for 

high school students to design the float.  Our float designer will be the judge with some input 

from the board.  The winner will receive $100.  Our major project will be a dance festival that 

will be performed as part of Arts Fest 2017.  It will focus on historic and current ethnic groups at 

the high school.  The art departments are exploring ways to include alumni during the year.    

 

7. Tim Tingey noted that the city received some grants to create a video about Murray which can be 

viewed on the city website.  He presented an overview and vision of the MCCD, downtown 

Murray. He reviewed several development goals and noted that the hospital and surrounding 

medical communities have been a catalyst for many of these goals including a focus they have 

titled Community of Healing.  There are 700,000 patients a year who have family members that 

visit the facility.  Many are families who come from a multi- state region with a need in around 



this facility to create an environment for healing.  And we as a community do that and the arts 

board is a part of this.  A team has visited a Mayo clinic that has done this effectively.  The clinic 

has invested heavily into amenities around the facility that is conducive to healing, where patients 

can visit.  The City is looking for partners that can help the city do this.  The city is working with 

a developer and has asked them to include a strong arts component.  They are visiting other cities 

that have included an arts component around a major medical facility.  They were disappointed 

we did not receive the county performing arts center.  But they bought the Murray Theater and 

are exploring its potential use while considering other facility options.  Mary Ann indicated that 

the health focus might fit nicely with the national Art Place funding source that we are learning 

about.  Board members asked about parking, a gathering place, lots of art related businesses and 

restaurants, a movie theater, mixed use, open space for art events like bands and dancing, and 

housing for aging adults who want to stay in Murray near a vibrant walkable community.  Tim 

said it hopefully will address all those items but it will take time. Kevin asked for clarification if 

bars would be encouraged.  Scott didn’t think all bars necessarily brought in a bad element.  

Some kids who don’t drink go to a bar designed for the younger crowd because that is where the 

night life is.  Tim said the zoning allows the city to manage this element.   

 

8. The board elected Wendy Richhart as chair if she will accept it and Carolyn Milne as co chair.  

Mary Ann explained she talks with the chair if she needs input between meetings.  They are 

responsible to present awards and sometimes need to meet with the mayor or city council about a 

concern or additional funding request.    

 

9. Mary Ann received a formal request by City Jazz Big Band to participate in the summer evening 

series.  They have done this for the past several years and their concerts are excellent.  Last year 

several other similar groups asked how they can participate.  Mary Ann wanted to establish a 

process for requests.  She asked City Jazz to submit a formal request.  She has not received a 

request from any other group.  Board members recommended City Jazz as part of the summer 

season for 2016.   

 

10. Grant applications were reviewed.  Recommendations for 2017 included Murray Symphony 

($2500), Murray Concert Band ($2500), and Murray High Art Fest ($1000).  The art fest funding 

must be spent on artists.  They had a new administrator last year from the PTA and they used 

some of the money on other expenses.  They will be required to report their final expenses this 

year and return any portion of the money not spent on artists which may affect their funding 

recommendation for next year.  Becca wanted to make sure the festival is something students 

value and will attend.  Murray Arts Council did not request any funds but requested the city 

provide the facilities for their rehearsals and performances.  The board recommended a limit of 

$4000 in the arts budget be spent on this request.  Any direct expense beyond that would be their 

responsibility.  Since we have access to the Murray Theater for rehearsals, Mary Ann didn’t think 

this would be an issue.   

 

Becca asked if we could provide grants for schools to offer other types of music experiences after 

school.  Many schools offer programs after school and the instructors do it for free.  She would 

like to offer a class after school but it takes a lot of time to do it for free.   Deborah said that some 



groups will come in and offer a class for a fee. Mary Ann said we don’t have funding for 

additional grants.  But she suggested we discuss this in our assessment discussion next month.  

 

11. The board discussed the shared contribution of $40,000 we make toward music specialists in 

Murray School District.  Discussions included job qualifications and pay to retain and attract 

qualified music instructors in Murray District, classroom responsibilities versus classified 

employment status and pay, and the amount of instruction time for each class. It was noted again 

that Granite School District hires full time salaried teachers for elementary music instruction.  

Most board members were concerned that if we removed the funding, the district would stop 

offering music.  Mary Ann indicated the reason why we began this shared funding was because 

the district eliminated the daytime band and orchestra programs and wasn’t offering any 

organized music instruction. Becca felt like teachers are so stressed they don’t have time to 

prepare or teach the music core.  Kevin felt like we need to continue funding for now but we need 

develop a plan to start getting parents involved to hold the district accountable for providing this 

instruction which is part of the core.  Deborah suggested we talk with the principals individually 

and ask how each is structuring their program.  Board members recommended we continue the 

funding with an agreement that all classrooms receive 30 minutes of instruction each week.  They 

suggested we ask and encourage that the instruction is given by a qualified instructor who is paid 

appropriately based on their training but didn’t think we could require higher pay.  


