
Newton Town Council Meeting 
January 7, 2016, 7:00 P.M. 

Newton Town Hall 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

Minutes 
1. Opening Ceremony    7. Town Celebration Update  
2. Approval of December minutes  8. Historic Cabin Discussion 
3. Oath of Office     9. Budget Review of 1st Quarter 
4. Youth Council Update    10. Redevelopment of Big Birch Springs 
5. State Senator Lyle Hillyard   11. Discuss possible Eagle Scout Projects 
6. Newton Water Users Assoc request  12. Council Reports on Assignments 

 
Members present: Mayor Clair Christiansen, Matt Hansen, Matt Phillips, Kathryn Rigby, and Jed Woodward, 
Terri Stapley (Treasurer) and Karla Ferguson (Recorder) 
Visitors present: Lyle Hillyard, Sandi Goodlander, ValJay Rigby, Sarah Rigby Ilda Berge, Jason Goodsell, Sue 
Jelus, Abby Richards, Kylee Woodward, Kylee Rigby, Mckenna Rigby, Allie Phillips, Justin Fabricius, Crystal 
Fabricius, Baily Ann Bodreo, Carrie Milligan, and John Griffin. 
 
1. Matt Hansen conducted an opening ceremony. 
 
2. The December 2015 minutes were approved as written. 
 
3. The Oath of Office was administered for Matt Phillips and Jed Woodward. 
 
4. Delayed 
 
5. State Senator Lyle Hillyard – reported that he is visiting all communities in his area to update them on 
legislative issues and to hear community concerns. Senator Hillyard discussed current state legislative issues 
affecting our area. Mayor Christiansen asked about the proposed water conservation district. Concerns about 
water and water rights was discussed. ValJay Rigby discussed concerns the Newton Water Users Association 
are experiencing with the new pipeline project.  Roads were discussed along with the proposed transportation 
funding. Heidi Hodgson discussed concerns about the proposed landfill. 
 
7. Town Celebration Update – John Griffin thanked Jason and Amy Goodsell for their willingness to be Town 
Celebration co-chairs. The committee will start meeting on January 27. Possible activities for the celebration 
were discussed. Costs of a firework show were discussed. Clair Christiansen will research more options and 
costs for a firework show. The theme for this year’s celebration is “Newton’s Got Talent”. They plan on 
including the theme across all activities.  They would like to have a talent show for Friday night. Because July 
24th falls on a Sunday this year they plan to do an inspirational music program on Sunday night. John Griffin 
asked if a decision about the power in the pavilion had been made. Clair Christiansen said he will schedule an 
inspection with an electrician and then talk about options.  
 
4. Newton Youth Council Update by Kylee Woodward. Kylee reported that the youth council is currently 
working on a food drive. Last year they gathered 200 pounds. They plan on putting out collection boxes. The 
leadership conference they plan to attend will be March 10-12. They will be selling chocolate-dipped 
strawberries as a fundraiser for it. 
 
6. Newton Water Users Association request for Newton Town Sprinkler Company Board Organization or 
management assumed by town. Clair Christiansen asked ValJay Rigby, President of the Newton Water Users 
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Association, if there was anything the Town could do about issues they are experiencing with the pipeline 
project. ValJay Rigby said they need a letter of support from the Town supporting the second phase of the 
project. ValJay described the project which is installing a pressurized pipeline from Newton dam for irrigation 
users. He explained that the Federal Bureau of Reclamation is requiring an operating agreement between the 
Town and Newton Town Sprinkling Company stating who will maintain the overflow pond. Because part of the 
pipeline project will include installing a cement vault with a float valve at the pond they need a written 
agreement in who will maintain it. Newton Water Users Association proposes that the town seriously consider 
taking over the operation of Newton Town Sprinkling Company. ValJay explained that the pipeline locations 
are not deeded they are just prescriptive easements with no written documents. This is something that should be 
taken care of. Matt Phillips asked that if the town assumed the Newton Town Sprinkler Company wouldn’t they 
want the water shares as well. There was a discussion regarding water shareholders and water shares located in 
Town and outside of town. It was explained that the Newton Town Sprinkler Company does not own water 
shares it just operates the secondary water pipeline in town. ValJay discussed that secondary water meters will 
be installed by this summer so they will know how much water is being used and when shares of water are used 
up. They will be flexible this summer as they learn the new system. ValJay requested that the town has two 
proposals to consider – 1. An agreement between the town and Newton Town Sprinkling Company regarding 
the overflow pipe and who will install, pay and maintain it and 2. Consider doing something with the Newton 
Town Sprinkling Company, such as, assume management of it. ValJay discussed how other communities have 
different classes of water shares and secondary assessments for property with water shares. Differing options for 
acquiring water shares was discussed.  It was decided that ValJay will meet with Jed Woodward to discuss what 
each entity is working on and how to handle use of secondary water in town. The cost to hire a water monitor 
was discussed. 
 
5. Historic Cabin – Heidi Hodgson discussed her opinion that the historic cabin would not need an entire 
building lot donated by the LDS church but a lot line adjustment to existing property owned by the town. 
Different discussions and emails received with the LDS Church, Heidi Hodgson and Mayor Christiansen was 
discussed. Heidi Hodgson said she will forward her emails she has received regarding this issue along with the 
original request to the Mayor and he will do the same with her. Clair Christiansen will then forward the original 
request along to his contact with the LDS church. Clair proposed that the Daughters of Utah Pioneers (DUP) 
begin building the cabin on a foundation or skid that can then be moved when completed. Heidi and Clair 
decided to meet to review the proposal with the LDS church. Clair suggested that the DUP meet with Newton 
Planning and Zoning Commission to get building approval.  
 
Carrie Milligan reported that they will have 18 Newton Youth Council members attending the leadership 
conference at Utah State University in March. They plan on having each youth pay $20 towards the conference 
fee. The remaining conference fee will be paid by fundraising money and $50 per youth paid by the Town. 
 
9. Budget Review of 1st quarter by Terri Stapley. Terry reviewed the financial statements for July, August and 
September 2015. The biggest change in the budget was the expenses associated with the veterans’ monument 
that was not budgeted and other unexpected improvements, such as, pavilion doors. Other budget items were 
reviewed.  
 
10. Discuss Redevelopment of Big Birch Springs. Clair Christiansen discussed the conference call that was held 
between representatives of Newton, Clarkston, Trenton, water bond attorneys, engineers, and Utah Drinking 
Water. The information given for the bond, notifications and resolutions was discussed in the call. It was 
discussed that at the next Town Council meeting a resolution setting the bond parameters will need to be 
adopted and then an interlocal agreement between Newton, Clarkston and Trenton. Then in March a public 
hearing will be held to discuss the water bond agreement. Needed documentation was discussed. Matt Phillips 
will contact the Utah Rural Water Association to research a conservation plan. 
11. Discuss possible Eagle Scout Projects – Heidi Hodgson expressed that she has a possible three projects with 
the rebuilding of the historic cabin. Other projects identified were: clean-up of old fencing at soccer field, 
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installation of fence at soccer field, town clean-up projects, and pavilion painted. Matt Phillips discussed that he 
has multiple projects at the park that could be completed. Matt Phillips also stated that the fences around the 
water springs need to be repaired. It was decided that Matt Phillips will be the contact person for coordinating 
projects. 
 
12. Council Reports on Assignments: Matt Phillips reported that he called in to report a stray dog in his yard on 
a Friday and was told by Sheriff Dispatch to call back on Monday because an animal control officer was not on 
duty until then. Similar incidents to this were discussed. Clair Christiansen asked that we put information in the 
newsletter regarding taking care of the ice rink and returning borrowed ice rink equipment.  
Because the Mayor has a conflict next month it was decided to change the February meeting from the 4th 
to February 10th.   
Matt Hansen reported that the furnaces in the town hall were serviced.  
Matt Phillips reported that Clarkston is completing the required water testing for the shared springs. 
Kathryn Rigby reported that the youth council plans on helping with the town clean-up day and we need to 
schedule that. Kathryn also reported that the town ski night will be held February 2nd at Beaver Mountain. 
Different activities held at the Library were discussed. Sue Jelus thanked the town council for their support of 
the Library. Sue asked that in order to make the training room at the town hall more versatile to please consider 
removing the benches and have a rack of folding chairs instead. The condition of the benches was discussed. 
Some of the bench ends are becoming wobbly. Sarah Rigby, Sue Jelus and Karla Ferguson agreed that having 
folding chairs and tables would make the room more versatile and more easily maintained. Costs of folding 
chairs were discussed. Clair Christiansen would like to check on prices of chairs and evaluate needs. Sarah 
Rigby reported the wifi relays have been installed in the town hall. 
Jed Woodward reported that the snow plow is operating. A stop sign at 400 West 100 South has been knocked 
down that Jed will get repaired. 
Clair reported that the dog license and rabies vaccination clinic will be held February 13 from 10 am to noon. 
Shots will be $17 a shot. 
 
The meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
Minutes prepared by;  
 
 
________________________________________  ___________ 
Karla R. Ferguson, Newton Town Clerk   Approval Date  
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