Wasatch County Fire District
Board of Directors Meeting
Tuesday January 12, 2016
Meeting held at 5:00 pm

Those in Attendance:
Greg McPhie- Excused
Steve Farrell
Kipp Bangerter
Mike Kohler
Kendall Crittenden
Mike Petersen
Danny Goode
Fire Chief Ernie Giles
BC Ben Fitzgerald
BC Jason Provost
Fire Marshal Clint Neerings
Fire Warden Troy Morgan
Robert McDonald- Building Department
Quinn Davis- Building Department
Public

Items of Business to Address:
Chairman Greg McPhie asked to be excused from the meeting.  Vice Chair Steve Farrell conducted the meeting.
Chair and Vice Chair of Wasatch County Board of Directors
A motion was made by Kip Bangerter to place by acclamation the current board Chair and Vice Chairman of the Wasatch County Fire District Board of Directors.  The motion was seconded by Danny Goode and the motion passed all in favor.

Minutes
The minutes of the November 10, 2015 board of directors meeting were presented to the board for their review and approval.  A motion was made by Kendall Crittenden to approve the minutes of the November 10, 2015 board of directors meeting.  The motion was seconded by Kip Bangerter and the motion passed all in favor.
The minutes of the December 3, 2015 board of directors meeting were presented to the board for their review and approval.  A motion was made by Steve Farrell to approve the minutes of the December 3, 2015 board of directors meeting.  The motion was seconded by Mike Kohler and the motion passed all in favor.
Warrants
The listing of warrants was presented to the board for their review and approval.  The listing included both AP and Payroll warrants totaling $119,541.37.  A motion was made by Mike Kohler to approve the listing of warrants as presented.  The motion was seconded by Kip Bangerter and the motion passed all in favor.
Wildland Urban Interface Code Discussion
Chief Giles informed the board that the fire warden was hired three years ago and would he like to have him doing the job he was hired to do.  He stated that last year he was used for EMS.
Fire warden, Troy Morgan, stated that he has met with each council member individually, as well as the County Manager and the building department.
Steve Farrell asked about the fire management plan.
Mr. Morgan stated that he received a call back and the CWPP.  He stated that he has been working with the communities and the State Park.  He stated that the Urban Interface code is a maintenance code.  He stated that it should be maintained by the code official for defensible space, such as roads etc.  He stated that vegetation grows back and there is an issue with protecting structures in dangerous situations.  If they tackle it in the beginning it will make his job easier.
Mike Kohler stated that he would like some discussion with the building department on how the Wildland Fire Code would interact.  He brought up the issues currently being addressed with the Dick Baum property.
Troy Morgan stated that there are issues with road maintenance such as width and other issues.
Steve Farrell stated that the cabin in Pine Hollow burned to the ground due to the seasonal access.  The property could only be reached by snow cat.
Robert McDonald stated that roads, by code, must have sections 20 ft wide, but the county adopted a higher requirement stating that they must be 20 ft wide.
Mike Kohler asked about the requirement for fire sprinklers.  
Chief Giles stated that this occurred when Steve Ivie was the building official for the county.  He stated that there has some misconception.  In approximately 2008 they worked through the wildland urban interface code and then it was presented to the council and adopted.  Nowhere on it does it state who will enforce it.
Robert McDonald stated that it only covers the county and not the municipalities.  He stated that the fire code and the Urban Interface Code are separate.
Mike Kohler asked if the issue was resolved who will enforce the Wildland Urban Interface Code?
Chief Giles stated that it falls into what Troy was hired to do.
The board discussed the different requirements between the building department and fire.
Mike Kohler stated that they need to resolve this so the issues are clear for those wanting to build structures.
Mike Kohler made a motion to set up a committee to have the Chair, Vice Chair, and one other board member address this with both entities to resolve the differences.  The motion was seconded by Kendall Crittenden and the motion passed all in favor.  Mike Kohler amended his motion to state that Mike Petersen would serve on this committee and they would report back in the February board meeting.  The amendment passed all in favor.
Fire Chief Report
Chief Giles stated that he would like to address a couple of fires.  He stated that the Pine Hollow fire was in a remote area.  He stated that if they would have been able to access this area they may have been able to save a portion of the structure.  He stated that the water had also been shut off.  If they were to have had earlier access they would have been able to investigate the cause.  He stated that they are trying to get a buried water system that could be left on year round.  He stated that something like this affects all of the insurance ratings in the county.  The loss and response goes into the accounting system.  The cause of this fire has not been determined yet.

Ben Fitzgerald addressed the fire at the Stillwater Lodge.  He stated that the call came in for a chair on fire in the lobby.  They called for a deputy to come also.  Upon arrival there was smoke in the lobby and the alarm did go off.  Someone at the scene did use an extinguisher to put the fire out.  A fan was used to blow out the smoke.  He stated that due to the high ceiling in the lobby it did take a while.  An officer did come to take a report for possible arson.  The rest of the building was checked out for any other possible damage.  The tape was reviewed and they noted that sparks came from a vent overhead.  A fan motor on the vent appeared to have overheated and caused the damage.  He stated that the Fire Marshal arrived to assist also.
Clint Neerings stated that this structure is going from a motel/hotel to a condo type facility.  They are working with them to alleviate some of the issues there.  He stated that 3 to 4 years ago they had a significant call volume to the Stillwater Lodge.  They changed from a smoke to a heat detection system and this has decreased the number of calls.  They do not have access to individual units.  They are addressing options with them to adapt to the code.  Currently they do have a higher level of service than is required.  The doors are fire rated and it would cause significant damage to access through them.  They are working on a way to gain access without causing as much damage.
Mike Petersen asked about the percentage of calls that are “false” alarms.
Clint Neerings stated that they are not false alarms.  They are alarms that have been caused by something and they do need to respond when an alarm is called to the Stillwater Lodge.
The board addressed the classification of this area.  Steve Farrell stated that the only thing that has changed there is the use.  Each unit will have density. 
The question was asked where the call to this fire came from.
Ben Fitzgerald stated that the call came into dispatch from the alarm company.
Clint Neerings stated that there are sprinklers in the units but they are heat sensitive and they need to have heat to set them off.  This particular fire was extinguished prior to having the heat to set them off.
Mr. Kosokawski stated that there are long term renters that have been disconnecting and triggering an alarm and asked if they could fine them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Steve Farrell stated that this would be something to address with the engineering.
Chief Giles stated that until the use is changed on the plat it is still a condo/hotel.
Fire Warden Report
Troy state that Steve Rutter is retiring and there will be an event held at the Jordanelle Park.
With no other business to address a motion was made by Kendall Crittenden to move into closed session to address litigation.  The motion was seconded by Danny Goode and the motion passed all in favor.


