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TOOELE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

92 S Lodestone Way – Tooele Utah  84074 
Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

 
The public business meeting was held in the Board Room at the District Office. 
 
Board Members Present:  
Scott Bryan, Julia Holt, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Maresa Manzione, Kathy Taylor. 
Excused:  Alan Mouritsen 
 
Administrators Present:  
Superintendent Rogers, Deb Bushek, Terry Christensen, JoAn Coon, Mat Jackson, Lark Reynolds, 
Hal Strain, Diane Valdez 
Excused:  Doelene Pitt 
 
President Manzione conducted the meeting.  Notice of the time, place, and agenda had been given 
to the Transcript Bulletin and to each member of the governing body more than two days before the 
meeting. The agenda was also published on the Public Access Website. 
 
1. Executive Session, 6:00 p.m. (Closed to the Public) 

1.1 Personnel / Negotiations / Property / Litigation 
President Manzione called the Executive Session to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Executive 
Conference Room for roll call and a vote to convene into Executive Session. 
 

2. Business Meeting, 7:05 p.m. (Start of Public Meeting) 
2.1 Welcome and Roll Call 

President Manzione called the Business Meeting to order at 7:05pm.  Board Member 
Mouritsen and Assistant Superintendent Pitt were excused.   
 
Linda Hansen, State Board of Education, was present and welcomed.   
 

2.2 Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3. Recognition / Good News 
3.1 East Elementary School Choir 

 
3.2 District Recognition for December – East Elementary School 

• Charlie Ann Watson, 4th Grade, District Student of the Month 
• Mary Vuyovich, 2nd Grade Teacher, Employee of the Month 
• Camille Crawford, Volunteer of the Month 

 
4 Open Forum (Limited to three minutes per individual and a total of 30 minutes for all 

comments) 
4.1 Patron Comments 

 Gavin Sarr, Grantsville High School Student:  Gavin addressed the Board of 
Education in regard to implementing the 5x5 class schedule at Grantsville High 
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School starting school year 2016-17.  He requested a one year delay and encouraged 
open dialog with the teachers and include input from students. 

5. Consent Items 
5.1 Minutes 
5.2 Expenditure  Report 
5.3 Revenue Report 
5.4 Disbursements 
5.5 Personnel Decisions 
5.6 Amended Trustland Plan 
5.7 Large Purchase – Reading K-6 

 
MOTION:  
Approve the consent calendar.  
 
Motion by Scott Bryan, second by Matt Lawrence.   
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott 
Bryan 
 

6. Information / Discussion Items 
6.1 Independent Audit Report 

The Independent Audit report from Squire & Co showed no material concerns or 
deficiencies.  According to Matt Geddes, Squire & Co, the district is in a stable position 
fiscally and was given an “A+” grade on finances/budget according to generally 
accepted accounting standards and practices.   
 

6.2 Digital Learning Framework 
Dr. Rogers reviewed highlights from Essential Elements for Technology Powered 
Learning.  Schools throughout Utah are looking for ways to improve student learning 
through technology and this plan has been developed to assist with achieving technology 
goals.     

 
6.3 5x5 Schedule 

Tooele Junior High Principal Gochis presented a PowerPoint that addressed allocation of 
time in the 5x5 schedule and class size changes.  The minutes in the core classes did 
increase except in the 7th grade science which did not have a “double booked” schedule.    
The tradeoff is that the minutes in the noncore classes decreased.  Additionally, the class 
sizes in the core classes have seen an increase. Goals going forth include: 
• Double book 7th grade science. 
• Continue to increase instructional strategies and take advantage of the additional core 

minutes. 
• Increase allocation of common planning time. 
• Balance class sizes.   

 
Mr. Gochis had his leadership team in attendance as well as Melanie Castagno from the 
Community Council.   
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Ms. Castagno was invited to share her thoughts in regard to the new 5x5 schedule.  Her 
daughter is in 8th grade and she has her core classes every day.  She believes it is vitally 
important to have the math class daily.  The history feels “rushed” trying to cover all the 
required data with shorter class time. As a whole, she believes the 5x5 schedule is great.   
 
Also invited to express his experience with the schedule was Mr. Cobb, science teacher. 
The 8th grade science classes were considered in the core schedule and meet every day.  
This has been great having the extra time with the students.  However, the 7th grade 
students have science every other day and it has hurt them.  It is difficult to cover the 
curriculum in the shortened time with students.   
 
Superintendent Rogers said that research does not indicate a perfect schedule; rather it is 
how well you implement the schedule you have.  In regard to class time he would argue 
it is not how much time you have but it is the utilization of the time.  Case in point 
would be the dual language students in the district.  They outperform their peers who 
receive twice the English language arts instruction.  The way time in the classroom is 
used is imperative.  Mr. Cobb acknowledged that it is a learning curve for the teachers to 
manage their time on the new schedule, but the teachers did not believe they had 
adequate time to prepare themselves.    
 
Lisa Johnson from TJHS addressed the Board and said she teaches 7th grade math.  She 
had six sections of math last year and now has the same number of students in four 
sections, so she expressed that her class sizes have gone up immensely. Even though she 
has the students for a longer time, the classes have 37 students.   
 
Time was turned over to Principal Mohler for his discussion on the implementation of 
the 5x5 at Grantsville Junior High School.  His successes, challenges and goals were 
identified as follows: 
   Successes: 

1. More class time to work one on one with those students who are struggling or 
behind. 

2. More uninterrupted time therefore more students are able to finish large projects. 
3. Allows more students to be involved in daily discussions. 
4. Assemblies fit better into the block schedule time frame with the extra class time. 
5. This new plan has compelled teachers to become more organized and more 

effective in use of teaching Strategies. 
   Challenges: 

1. Less instructional time in some cases. 
2. Do not get to know the individual student as well. 
3. More re-teaching this year. 
4. Eliminates poster building, modeling and role-playing activities. 
5. Cross curricular instruction has suffered. 

   Goals: 
1. We are going to improve our dedication to the cores; provide more time, support 

and resources for mathematics, language arts and science. 
2. We will balance our class sizes. 
3. Learn from our mistakes, change is always difficult. 
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4. Cross curricular instruction needs to be a focus between subjects and teaming 
needs to continue and become a priority. 

 
Julie Hartley Moore said she has been asked to speak on behalf of the Grantsville Junior 
High School Community Council.  Six of the eight core classes have had hours cut from 
their instruction time.  In reference to the graph presented by Principal Mohler on class 
sizes, 54% have seen an increase in the number of students. She addressed each of the 
Board’s goals when they adopted the 5x5 schedule and if the goals are being met.  The 
Community Council would like the Board to carefully study it out before implementing 
the 5x5 schedule at the high schools.  We do not feel that principals have been allowed 
adequate time to figure out the scheduling.  Parents also need time to understand the 
schedule before implementation.  Ms. Moore stated that we need an honest review on the 
impact at the junior high schools.  We have not completed a full academic year on this 
schedule and we don’t know what the test scores will show.    
 

6.4 East and Harris Elementary Schools – Transition Update 
The plan for Old Mill is to start construction as early in the spring of 2016 as possible.  
Construction on Sterling Elementary will begin in June of 2016.  The students will finish 
this school year at East Elementary.  This will allow for less disruption for the students 
and staff during the testing window.   
 
All classes from East Elementary will be relocated to Harris Elementary during the 
construction period, with two exceptions:  One special education class will move to 
West Elementary and the preschool classroom will move to the Early Learning Center.   
Portables will be relocated to Harris Elementary and be ready to start the new 2016-17 
school year.  Once demolition is completed on East Elementary, construction will begin 
on the new school.     
 

6.5 Opening of the New Dugway High School Scheduled for January 4, 2016 – Schedule 
Update 
We had a great ribbon cutting for the new Dugway School.  There were over 300 
attendees.     
 
There are several things that still need to be accomplished but everything is on track to 
open on January 4, 2016.  Teachers will be provided boxes on a pallet and their items 
shrink wrapped together.  Their boxes will be delivered to their classroom.  To assist 
with the move, the Dugway students will be released early on Friday, December 18 and 
allow staff time to prepare for the January 4 opening.   

 
7. Action Items  

7.1 Property Acquisition 
This item was pulled.   
 
Superintendent Rogers explained that the District is trying to find property to purchase 
for a new high school in the Overlake area and a junior high in the Stansbury Park area.   
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7.2 Out-of-Boundary Closures, School Year 2016-17 
This school year the boundaries have been closed to open enrollment at Rose Springs 
Elementary, Stansbury Park Elementary, Stansbury High School, Tooele Junior High 
School and Tooele High School. Administration recommends keeping these same 
boundaries closed to open enrollment for the school year 2016-17.   
 
MOTION:   
Approve out of boundary closure for school year 2016-17 at Rose Springs Elementary, 
Stansbury Park Elementary, Stansbury High School, Tooele Junior High School and 
Tooele High School.   
 
Motion by Kathy Taylor, second by Scott Bryan. 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott 
Bryan 
 

7.3 Policy 4009, Educator Evaluation, Revision  
Superintendent Rogers said it is complicated to explain but there are two pieces of 
statute that may necessitate a change to this policy.  Some of the information was given 
at the State superintendents’ meeting on Monday.  Additional time is required to study 
the impact on this policy and discuss the changes with the Teachers Education 
Association.   
 
MOTION:   
Pull Policy 4009, Educator Evaluation, for further review.   
 
Motion by Carol Jensen, second by Julia Holt. 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott 
Bryan 
 

7.4 Policy 4020, Medication in the School Setting, 2nd Read 
Mat Jackson, Special Education Director, explained that the proposed changes by the 
Board from the first reading have been incorporated.  He highlighted the area that allows 
secondary students to carry and self-administer over the counter medicines.  As 
requested, a form was presented that would require parent authorization to be on file 
with the school giving their student permission to carry and self-administer over the 
counter medications.  
 
The new form gives permission for a student to carry an eight hour dose of over the 
counter medicine and Member Bryan questioned if we want students to carry medicine 
that is not in its original container.  This form does not allow the student to carry more 
than the actual dosage that must be administered during the school day.  He would prefer 
the medicine to be in its original container.  Other Board Members expressed that it was 
better to carry a few non-identified medications than to have the entire bottle that could 
be lost or shared.   
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MOTION:   
Approve implementation of the proposed revision to Policy 4020, Medication in the 
School Setting. 

Motion by Kathy Taylor, second by Matt Lawrence. 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence 
Nay: Scott Bryan 
 

7.5 Policy 5001, Student Travel, Revision  
 
MOTION:   
Approve implementation of the proposed revision to Policy 5001, Student Travel. 
 
Motion by Carol Jensen, second by Julia Holt. 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott 
Bryan 
 

7.6 Policy 5004, Student Dress Standards, 2nd Read 
Superintendent Rogers reviewed a few comments that have been received.  Comments 
have been more in the area of knee length dresses and tight fitting clothing.   
 
Board Members expressed comments in regard to the section in the proposed policy 
requiring the students to wear the prescribed cap and gown during the ceremony without 
additional ornamentation or decoration.  The concern is that some may take decorating 
the cap to an extreme.    
 
A third reading for the policy was recommended by Superintendent Rogers.  The staff, 
students and parents are encouraged to make comments at policy@tooeleschools.org 
prior to implementation.  The proposed policy has been sent to principals with the 
expectation they are getting the proposed dress standards policy out to their staff and 
students.   
 
MOTION:   
Approve for a third reading Policy 5004, Student Dress Standards.   
 
Motion by Julia Holt, second by Kathy Taylor. 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott 
Bryan  
 

7.7 Policy 5028, Student Bus Transportation, 2nd Read  
 
MOTION:   
Approve implementation of the recommended changes to Policy 5028, Student Bus 
Transportation. 

mailto:policy@tooeleschools.org
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Motion by Matt Lawrence, second by Carol Jensen. 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott 
Bryan 
 

7.8 Date Change for January Board Meeting  
Superintendent Rogers requested to revise the January Board Meeting date from January 
12 to January 19.  Majority of the executive staff and a couple principals will be out of 
state training with the University of Virginia.   
  
MOTION:   
Approve changing the date for the January Board Meeting from January 12 to January 
19. 

 
Motion by Scott Bryan, second by Matt Lawrence. 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott 
Bryan 

    
8. Adjourn (10:00 p.m. Curfew) 
 

MOTION:   
Adjourn 
 
Motion by Scott Bryan, second by Kathy Taylor. 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries 
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott 
Bryan 
 


