Gunnison City Council Meeting    



 
Wednesday, September 2, 2015, 7:00 p.m.    
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634                                                        
Present:   Mayor Bruce Blackham, City Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Thayne Carlisle, Blake Donaldson, Brian Jensen and Melissa Judy,  City Recorder Janell Braithwaite,  Police Chief Trent Halliday and Pool Manager Kevin Havey 
Presiding:  Mayor Bruce Blackham

Invocation:  Councilmember Robert Andersen
Public Comment

There were no requests for public comment at this time.
Proposed Approval of New Pool Employees/Lifeguards ~ Councilmember Judy

Councilmember Judy presented the names of Syrus Miner and Lacey Anderson for approval as lifeguards at the pool. Pool Manager Havey explained he is currently down four guards.  He also noted the names submitted had been through the lifeguard class.
Councilmember Judy made the motion to approve Syrus Miner and Lacey Anderson as part-time lifeguards at the pool.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

Manager Havey announced the pool had gone to their winter hours:  5:00-7:00 p.m. Mon-Fri. and 12:00-4;00 p.m. Saturday.  He noted the aerobic classes would start back up on the 14th of September, and the swim lessons would start back up the first part  of October.

Proposed Approval of Equipment Purchase at the Pool ~ Councilmember Judy

Manager Havey reported the cord needed to be replaced on the pool vacuum.  The replacement cost would be $650 for 121' cord.  He stated he had put over $1,000 into the vacuum this year, and felt at this point it would be better to replace the vacuum.  He listed the benefits of purchasing a new vacuum, and the additional functions of the new vacuums.  

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the purchase of a new pool vacuum.  Councilmember Judy seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 5-0 vote.

Manager Havey reported he had been working with Councilmember Judy and the administration at the high school in putting a swim team together.  He noted it may just be a club at this point, but they need to establish some guidelines noting this would only be for the swim team and not for others from the high school.  Councilmember Judy mentioned the school is asking for an interlocal agreement to put this into place.  Manager Havey noted the school is putting a pencil to it to see what the costs would be.  Discussion ensued regarding the organization of a swim team and the possibilities included with that.  Councilmember Judy wanted to be sure the Council approved of pursuing this relationship with the high school.  The Council discussed the options that could be used for the interlocal agreement and those groups from the school that would continue to be charged for their use of the pool and those that wouldn't.  The different reasons were discussed.  Mayor Blackham would like to see the swim team use the pool at no charge for the first couple of years until it gets established then review it again at that point.  Councilmember Judy and Manager Havey agreed Manager Havey would create a draft of the working document to begin this process, and have it ready to present it to the School District. Manager Havey reported he would soon be meeting with Principal Powell to go over his list.  The Council unanimously agreed to move forward with
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 this.  Councilmember Carlisle suggested the agreement be made for two years, with the high school coming up with a nominal fee to rent the pool for the swim team for the entire season.  This would alleviate any problems that could occur if there is ever a question of the school renting the pool for this usage.  Manager Havey mentioned he had volunteered his time to coach a swim team. 
Beautification:  Recorder Braithwaite explained Kevin Moore would be in Gunnison tomorrow for the Jewish kiosk project, and would get with Supervisor Childs to look at the two damaged decorative light poles since he is the one who ordered the lights for the Main Street project.  The Council felt it would be good for Manager Havey to get with them on these repairs, and  have him do as much of the work as possible. The Council discussed the planter boxes that have also been damaged, and the repair work that needs to be done.  Councilmember Andersen noted the Jewish celebration for the new kiosk on Legacy Plaza would be held on Friday, September 25th at 6:00 p.m.  Councilmember Donaldson asked Manager Havey to help with the reparations of the lights at Legacy Plaza prior to the  celebration on the 25th.  Manager Havey agreed to this.
Update on Park Improvements

Councilmember Donaldson reported John Iverson with Sunrise Engineering stated he had people working on the park improvements project, but was unaware of what had been done so far.  Councilmember Judy noted Manager Havey would need to get the information he has on the splash pad to John.  Mayor Blackham would like this all to be submitted in one big package to the funding agencies.

Discuss City Participation with Dedication of Jewish History Kiosk at Legacy Plaza Friday, September 25, 2015, 6:00 p.m.

Councilmember Andersen reported everything is supposed to be completed before the September 25th dedication.  He reported the kiosk looks nice, and just needed to have some cement poured prior to the installation.  He explained the Jewish descendants are behind the planning of this monument, and Monte Bona has also been a big part of putting this all together.  Councilmember Andersen reported the Mayor was on the program to speak as well as himself.  The Council unanimously agreed to have the city provide punch and cookies for this event.  
Update on Flood Control

Councilmember Andersen stated the NRCS is trying to get the city some money, and in the mean time the city is trying to evaluate to determine what will be best for the whole community.  Councilmember Carlisle stated he had looked at this with Supervisor Childs, and if there is no money coming then they need to move forward working on the streets first then seeing what money is left over, identifying what are the most critical issues and try to get some of them taken care of.  The Council discussed some of the complaints they have received following some of the storm drainage mitigation efforts that have been taken.  Councilmember Andersen brought up the old city ditch that used to take care of the storm drainage waters dumping them into the river.  It was noted the ditch system no longer exists, and the water now has no place to go and gets trapped.   Councilmember Carlisle stated he is currently working on applying for the Safe to School Grant that is available, and reviewed the steps he is taking to get the grant application turned in.  He noted he has most of the application done, but needs to get with the School District to get the numbers of students utilizing that area.  He also need to get a bid for the sidewalk.  Discussion ensued regarding placement of a sidewalk on 500 South; north side placement vs. south side placement.  This included placement of utilities, driveways and traffic.  Chief Halliday questioned at what point that location would require a crossing guard for safety reasons.  Councilmember Andersen suggested Councilmember Carlisle contact Ralph Squire at the district office for any additional information or help needed.  Councilmember Donaldson declared whatever the cost, the city needed to do it right.  The option of installing curb and gutter at the same time was discussed.  Councilmember Andersen commented what an asset this sidewalk would be with it being able to loop the River Walk together.  The Mayor reminded the Council of the new proposed sales tax that could only be used for transportation including trails.  Councilmember Carlisle mentioned the length of the proposed sidewalk was measured at 2215 feet.  The 
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Council discussed the problems they are seeing with excessive speed on the school roads and the possibility of putting up school zone signage.  The question arose regarding Farmer's Freeway whether it is a city or county road.   Councilmember Donaldson brought up the speed limit signage on Farmer's Freeway, and would like to see the new signs put up.  Councilmember Donaldson stated Supervisor Childs stated he had the signs, but needed to know where to put them.  Councilmember Donaldson questioned the changes in the speed limits he has seen on the Farmer's Freeway road through the years wondering who changed the signs.  
Pressurized Irrigation Update ~ Councilmember Jensen
Chief Halliday explained the current watering restrictions were not enforceable in accordance with the City Code.  Chief Halliday read from the City Code regarding the scarcity of water (9-3-2.8), and explained the code allowed for the Mayor to proclaim a scarcity of water which would limit the use of water to such extent as may be necessary in times of scarcity of water.  He explained the Council would need to be in agreement with this proclamation.  

7:55 p.m. Councilmember Brian Jensen arrived

Councilmember Jensen recommended the city consider limiting the culinary water as well as the irrigation water when watering outside.  He mentioned the enforcement problems that could occur if only the irrigation water is limited.  Councilmember Donaldson felt if the citizens wanted to pay for the culinary, then how does the city stop them from using it.  Councilmember Jensen brought up the water situation in California noting the city isn't as bad, but if the ground water is depleted to that point, where do you draw that line to conserve?  Chief Halliday also suggested the city do a better job of obeying its own regulations.  Councilmember Jensen reported this is where the culinary water comes into play since culinary water is being used by the city.  The number of stations at the park were discussed, and the ability to keep the park watered.  Chief Halliday noted the school sprinklers run whenever they want.  Councilmember Jensen questioned if the school would fall under the declaration made by the Governor regarding state funded agencies and water conservation.  Chief Halliday reported he is seeing people water more since the restrictions have been  made.  Mayor Blackham would like to declare the proclamation of a scarcity of water on an emergency basis and recommended the citizens conserve the culinary water as well.  Councilmember Jensen pointed out the hours of watering would not be able to be increased or the pond would go dry so the hours will remain as: East side, Mondays and Thursdays, 6:00 -10:00 p.m. and the West side, Tuesdays and Saturdays, 6:00 -10:00 p.m.  The Council unanimously gave their approval for an emergency proclamation to be put into place due to the scarcity of water.
Mayor Blackham hereby proclaimed as an emergency measure, a scarcity of water in Gunnison City, using secondary water and asked for a voluntary compliance of culinary water conservation as well.  The watering schedule will be as follows:  East side may water Mondays and Thursdays from 6:00-10:00 p.m. with the West side watering Tuesdays and Saturdays 6:00-10:00 p.m.

8:10 p.m. Chief Trent Halliday left

Proposed Approval of Conditional Sign Application, 75 West 300 No., Mike Wanner

Councilmember Jensen announced Mike Wanner had come to P&Z requesting the signage that had been approved as temporary while working through the sign ordinance amendments, now be approved as permanent.  Councilmember Jensen pointed out  none of the signage has changed that was originally approved as a temporary use.  It was recommended by P&Z for approval by the Council.
Councilmember Jensen made the motion to approve the Conditional Sign Application, 75 West 300 No. for Mike Wanner.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 
5-0 vote.

Discuss Employee Summer Party
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The Council agreed to hold an employee summer party upon Monday, September 28, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.   Recorder Braithwaite stated the food assignments would be given out at a later date.
 Future Items

Economic Development:  Councilmember Judy reported the Gunnison Market is planning on holding the Halloween Hustle again this year, and requested the city's support.  This will be held Saturday, October 24th.   The high school and elementary school will also be sponsoring the event, and all of the proceeds will go to all of the sports programs at the high school.  She noted the PTA will not be holding the trunk-or-treat.  The Council unanimously agreed to support this event.
EDC Utah:  Councilmember Judy announced the EDC Utah annual meeting would be held on Tuesday, September 22nd and those who would like to attend would need to let Recorder Braithwaite know as soon as possible.
Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Judy made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote with Councilmember Jensen abstaining from the vote.

City Hall Usage:  Recorder Braithwaite explained she had received another call from someone who would like to use space at the City Hall for a Bible study.  She noted this was a different group requesting than one previously.  Councilmember Jensen felt if religious groups wanted to use the building on an occasional basis that would be fine, but if it was on a regular basis then they should pay rent like everyone else.  Councilmember Andersen reported he had spoken with Robert Childs from the Lion's Club regarding the possible usage of the Lion's pavilion and building for this purpose, and Robert didn't see any objections so they needed to check with the Lion's.  Mayor Blackham agreed with this.

Beautification:  Recorder Braithwaite reported Lynn Pickett had called to voice his concern regarding the trees in the planter boxes on Main Street.  He suggested the city watch them due to the somewhat obstructed view of those in trucks and higher vehicles.  Councilmember Judy stated she had spoken with Supervisor Reber about this, and there is a certain time these trees can be pruned, and they would be taken care of.  Recorder Braithwaite mentioned Mr. Pickett was also concerned of the sidewalks that had been lifted up due to the growing root systems from the Honey Locust trees planted years ago.  
Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, June 17, 2015, Open and Closed Session, Wednesday, August 5, 2015, Open and Closed Sessions and Wednesday, August 19, 2015, Open Session
Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to approve the minutes for Wednesday, June 17, 2015, Open and Closed Sessions.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.  Councilmembers Jensen and Judy abstained as they were not in attendance to that meeting.

The minutes for August 5, 2015 and August 19, 2015 will be tabled to a future meeting for further review.

RMP Contracts:  Mayor Blackham addressed the RMP contract he had before him noting the Council would need to appoint a representative from the Council to sign it as it was a conflict of interest for him to sign it.  Councilmember Andersen made the motion to appoint Councilmember Jensen as the representative for the Council.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a unanimous vote.  Councilmember Jensen will sign the presented RMP contracts.
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Gunnison City Centurion:  The Mayor had an invitation for an open house to be held for Celia Jensen on October 3, 2015.  He reported Celia would be 100 years old, and felt the city needed to send her a letter recognizing her accomplishment.  The Council unanimously agreed with this.  Councilmember Andersen noted the years of service her family has provided to the community.  Recorder Braithwaite will get a letter ready for the Council to sign.
Hospital Board:  Mayor Blackham reported Sara Donaldson's term is up at the end of the year, and the Council will need to look at filling this position or appoint Sara for another term.  Recorder Braithwaite mentioned the city currently has a 2-term limitation for this board although the by-laws have a 3-term limitation.  Recorder Braithwaite explained Brian Murray had informed her the Council could vote on increasing the term limitation from two terms to three terms in a council meeting if they chose to do so. 
Closed Session
 Councilmember Jensen  made the motion to adjourn into a Closed Session pursuant to the Provisions of Section 52-4-5(1) of the Open Meeting Law for the purpose of (a) discussion of the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of an individual and (c) strategy sessions to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation; and (d) strategy sessions to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property, including any form of a water right or water shares, if the public discussion of the transaction would: (i) disclose the appraisal or estimated value of the property under consideration; or (ii) prevent the public body from completing the transaction on the best possible terms.  Council Member Judy seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.  Councilmember Donaldson was not in the room at the time of the vote.
8:38 p.m. Closed Session
9:07 p.m. Adjourn
___________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
___________________________________

Bruce A. Blackham, Mayor 
___________________________________

Approval Date
