Gunnison City Council Meeting    



 
Wednesday, January 6, 2016, 7:00 PM    
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634                                                        
Present:   Mayor Bruce Blackham, City Councilmembers:  Thayne Carlisle, Blake Donaldson, Andy Hill and Blane Jensen,  City Recorder Janell Braithwaite and Officer Tyler Donaldson
Presiding:  Mayor Bruce Blackham

Invocation:  Councilmember Blake Donaldson
Administration of Oath of Office to New City Council Members

Recorder Braithwaite administered the Oath of Office to new Councilmembers Blane Jensen and Andy Hill.  Mayor Blackham welcomed them, and they then took their place on the stand.

Proposed Approval of Ordinance 2016-1, City Council Meeting Schedule for 2016
The Council discussed the dates listed on Ordinance 2016-1 for the proposed 2016 Council meetings, and determined to change the July 6th meeting to July 13th.  The change was listed, and all other dates approved.

Councilmember Carlisle made the motion to Approve Ordinance 2016-1, City Council Meeting Schedule for 2016.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.

Review Council Assignments

Mayor Blackham reported this would be a discussion more than anything, and he had not been able to contact Councilmember Andersen yet regarding these assignments.  He stated he would like to table this until he could contact Councilmember Andersen.  Councilmember Andersen was excused for the meeting, and was also unavailable by phone.
Proposed Approval of P&Z Commission Member, Appointment by Mayor upon Approval

Recorder Braithwaite reported P&Z Commission Member Stella Hill's four-year term was up, and Stella would like to be appointed for another four year term upon approval of the Council.  Recorder Braithwaite reviewed the list of current members on the Commission noting she had just come from a P&Z meeting, and things seemed to be going well.
Councilmember Jensen made the motion to approve Stella Hill for another four-year term.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.  Councilmember Hill abstained from the vote.

Mayor Blackham approved the appointment of Stella Hill for a four-year term on the P&Z Commission.

Proposed Approval of Conditional Use Permit, Business License for Tiffany Johnson, LME

Recorder Braithwaite stated this Conditional Use Permit had just been approved by the Zoning Commission and recommended to the Council for approval.  Recorder Braithwaite explained this permit application included personal care (aesthetics) as well as some medical care which put it into a Conditional Use Permit category.  She reported Tiffany had brought copies of all of her required DOPL licensing, tax numbers, etc., and would be located in the old Dr. Stewart office building at 79 East Center.  Tiffany had 

-1-

-2-
also stated she would be under the supervision of Dr. Walker.  Recorder Braithwaite mentioned Tiffany had a grand opening scheduled for January 11th pending approval of her business license today.  It was also noted she would only be utilizing a sign in the window on the days she was in the office, and would not be required to obtain a sign permit for that usage.
Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit Application for Tiffany Johnson, LME.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.

Discuss and Proposed Approval of Resolution 2016-1, Anti-Displacement Plan ~ Councilmember Carlisle

Councilmember Carlisle explained the Anti-Displacement Plan that would need to be adopted by the City and put into place in order to move forward with the CDBG grant process.  He explained this stated that if any low-income public housing were to be demolished by the City and replaced with any project that had been funded by any CDBG funds received by the City then this plan would insure that the City would be responsible to replace the housing.  Councilmember Donaldson reiterated this would be done in conjunction with the Housing and Community Development should this ever happen.  The available low-income housing within the City was reviewed.  Councilmember Carlisle noted the most the City could receive from a CDBG grant would be $50,000.
Councilmember Jensen made the motion to approve Resolution 2016-1, Residential Anti-Displacement Plan and Relocation Assistance Plan.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.

Discuss Scheduling of Employee Interviews

Mayor Blackham explained he had asked the department heads to schedule a time for employee interviews on January 15th following the meeting with CUCF.  Following a discussion regarding availability of the Councilmembers, it was determined to change the date to Wednesday, February 4th prior to Council meeting.  The interviews were scheduled to begin at 5:00 p.m.  Recorder Braithwaite will get these scheduled.  
Discuss Scheduling of Employee Meeting
Mayor Blackham noted he would like to get back on a regular schedule for employee meetings, and expressed his wishes and goals for these meetings.  It was determined to hold an employee meeting the first Thursday of each month with the Councilmembers present.  The first meeting will be scheduled at noon on Thursday, February 4th for all of the City employees.  He would like this to include an update on what the employees are doing along with feedback and an update on what the Council is doing.  Recorder Braithwaite would like to hold the required safety meetings at some of these employee meetings so the City would be eligible to qualify for the ULGT safety grant.  She explained the safety grant, and what is required to receive it.  

7:40 p.m. Melissa Judy arrived

Future Items

Project Funding:  Former Councilmember Judy, who is still on the Pool Committee, reported on the progress of the required survey needed to apply for the CDBG grant.    Councilmember Carlisle noted the surveys should all be completed, and brought to the office by Monday, compiled and sent to Chelsea with Six County.  Recorder Braithwaite reported the Public Hearing was scheduled for January 27th for the purpose of receiving public comment regarding projects and the proposed application to CDBG.  She also noted the application for CIB would be completed shortly, and that Public Hearing would be held as well on January 27th.  She mentioned the CIB application deadline had been moved to February 1st rather than 
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March 1st.  Councilmember Carlisle explained how the routes were determined for the survey, and explained these were to figure the median income for the City residents.  He also reviewed the questions included on the survey noting the positive response they have all had so far.
Streets and Sidewalks:  Councilmember Carlisle explained the City did not receive the SRTS grant he had recently applied for, and explained those items that what would help on a future grant application.   Councilmember Carlisle noted he would like to make sure of the total monies needed for the street work this spring prior to planning any further projects such as sidewalks.  
CIB and CDBG Application:  Discussion ensued regarding the timing of applying to CIB and CDBG as well as the effects of the results of the survey regarding the median income.  Mayor Blackham noted the Public Hearing for CDBG would be for public input only to determine a project as well as approval of proceeding with the grant application.  The Council discussed the progress of the plans Sunrise Engineering has been putting together for the proposed park project.  
8:00 p.m. Officer Tyler Donaldson arrived
Establish Date for Next Gunnison Valley Summit Meeting

Mayor Blackham noted he had talked with Centerfield City's Mayor, Tom Sorensen, who stated he felt the last meeting had been a success and would like to see another one scheduled.  It was determined to set the date for Thursday, February 25th at 6:00 p.m.  Recorder Braithwaite will email an invitation to all of those  entities involved.  The Council reviewed the discussions that took place at the previous meeting, and discussed those areas they would like to improve on for the next meeting.  Mayor Blackham would like the Council to determine what items they would like to discuss at this meeting.  He stated he would like to see these meetings help unify the communities in the valley.
Consideration of Purchasing Property at Approximately 155 South Main Street

Mayor Blackham reported the City had received a contract from a property owner requesting the City consider the purchase of the property at approximately 155 South Main Street.   He wanted to be sure everyone was aware of this proposal the City would need to consider.
Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting and Appeal Hearing Minutes for Monday, November 16, Open and Closed Sessions, City Council Work Meeting Minutes for Monday, November 23, 2015 and City Council Minutes for Wednesday, December 9, 2015, Open and Closed Sessions

Council Member Donaldson made the motion to approve the City Council Meeting and Appeal Hearing minutes for Monday, November 16, 2015, Open and Closed Sessions.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.

Council Member Carlisle made the motion to approve the City Council Meeting minutes for Wednesday, December 9, 2015, Open and Closed Sessions.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.

Council Member Donaldson made the motion to approve the City Council Work Meeting minutes for Monday, November 23, 2015.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.

Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.
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Mayor Blackham and each Councilmember received a copy of the current Gunnison City Financial Statement.
Garbage Service:  Recorder Braithwaite reported Chet from White's Sanitation had notified the City their services would be decreased by .25¢ due to the lowered gas prices.  This will bring White's Sanitation billing to $8.00 per month with the City currently charging $14.50 to the citizens, however the Landfill fee also come from this amount.  The Council determined to keep the rates the same as it could easily rise that much or more in the near future depending on oil prices.

City Hall:   Recorder Braithwaite explained the work Poll Sound had done yesterday in repairing the projector in Heritage Hall as well as the audio and projector system in the council chambers.  She reported the systems (blue lights on control panel in each room) should be turned off when not in use to save on the wear and tear  of the system.  

Waste Water Permit:  Recorder Braithwaite reviewed the form presented by the State for a new Waste Water Operating Permit.  She noted John Chartiere with DEQ in Richfield had stated this form would need to be signed by the Mayor and sent back to the State for the new permit.
Closed Session

 Councilmember Donaldson  made the motion to adjourn into a Closed Session pursuant to the Provisions of Section 52-4-5(1) of the Open Meeting Law for the purpose of (d) strategy sessions to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property, including any form of a water right or water shares, if the public discussion of the transaction would: (i) disclose the appraisal or estimated value of the property under consideration; or (ii) prevent the public body from completing the transaction on the best possible terms.  Council Member Carlisle seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.  

8:20 p.m. Closed Session.  Recorder Braithwaite and Officer Donaldson left

Councilmember  Jensen made the motion to come out of Closed Session and return to Open session.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.
8:25 p.m. Open Session
Councilmember Donaldson noted the Council had discussed a proposal the City had received regarding the purchase of property at approximately 155 South Main Street.  He stated Scott Anderson from Salina is the current owner, and he has sent the City an offer to purchase this property from him.  Councilmember Donaldson revealed the feelings of the Council noting they felt this was a good offer in that Mr. Anderson would be paid $50,000, and he would also receive the first right of refusal to demolish the existing buildings and clean up of the property.  When the property is cleaned up and the funds have been transferred, Gunnison City would then be the owners of the property.  He explained Mr. Anderson has signed the agreement stating as such, and it is now proposed that the City move forward with this transaction in the form of using City funds.  He explained the City would be borrowing from itself for this purchase with the funds coming from one of the utility funds to accomplish this.  Councilmember Donaldson noted the property would be put up for sale as quickly as the property is cleaned up in hopes of recouping the money borrowed.  He commented the Council felt this was an economic development decision for the community, and proposed the City hold a Public Hearing on January 27, 2016 to put this before the citizens of the City.
Mayor Blackham reiterated the City has this contract to consider, and would like to share this with the public hoping for input from the citizens and its worth in considering this transaction.  Councilmember Donaldson noted they would like to go the Business Association and have the community involved with this as they try to put this together and determine what is best for the City and the residents.
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Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to approve the scheduling of a Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 27, 2016 to receive public comment regarding the proposed purchase of property by Gunnison  City at approximately 155 South Main, and to receive public comment regarding the proposed transfer of funds from one of the City's utility funds as a loan to the City in order to complete this purchase.  Councilmember Carlisle seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.  
___________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder

___________________________________

Bruce A. Blackham, Mayor 
___________________________________

Approval Date
