LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
January 7, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Leamington Town Hall

Those present:
Karl Nielson, Mayor
Marlow Plumb, Council Member
Russ Finlinson, Council Member
Matthew Kolste, Council Member
Chad McPherson, Council Member Elect
Judi Plumb, Treasurer
Danette Houston, Recorder
Todd Tolley, outgoing Council Member
Sylvan Lovell
John & Chelsea Winsor

Meeting called to order at 7:15 p.m.  Bills have been signed.  Minutes were read for December 3rd Town Council Meeting.  Russ made a motion to approve minutes with correction in price per light in first paragraph.   Matt seconded the motion.  Minutes were approved as corrected for December 3, 2015. 

Swearing in of new Council Members:
	Chad McPherson and William R. Finlinson were sworn in as 4 year council members. 

Report on Santa:
	Russ said it went really well, we had just enough candy sacks – only four left over.  We had 425 sacks to begin with.  We have a lot of peanuts left over, Russ will return them.
	Santa suit rental – Chad Nielson said he would not do it again in that rented Santa suit, it was not good.  Chad suggested the town buy a new suit.  Marlow will put in next year’s budget for two Santa suits.

Report on dog problem:
	Karl talked to the Sheriff; they recommended Karl not even go talk to the parties involved in the dispute the council talked about in the December council meeting.  County laws don’t even address this type of problem.  Sheriff’s office will talk to the parties but legally they can’t do anything, if it is a biting dog then the Sheriff will take the dog.  Marlow suggests we develop parameters and make it known to town residents but then there is the issue of how to enforce it.  It can usually be taken care of with people talking.  Matt is concerned the town may be liable.  Todd has a copy of the town ordinance and said the dog ordinance was adopted but has never been enforced.  We need resources to be able to enforce the ordinance.  
	This is something we need to put some thought into and address in the near future.

Building Permit – Sylvan Lovell and John & Chelsea Winsor:
	Sylvan has a purchase agreement to purchase some ground from Roger Nielson for John and Chelsea to build on.  It is the land to the South of the Kent’s.  It was mentioned that the property owners on the west side of that road are paying property taxes on the road that is in front of their property, for some reason their property includes the road.  Question on what the town’s subdivision laws are.  Can Roger subdivide another piece out of that piece of land?  Years ago Roger had to subdivide this property, he brought it into the town council and they approved it, but Roger never got it recorded.  Todd said that back then there was a lot of misinformation about the availability of water and that there would have been enough water.
	John & Chelsea want to build on this property soon, Johnathon and his wife want to build in a couple of years and Sylvan has another child that would like to build there sometime after that.  Possibly four of his children would like to build there.  Sylvan is purchasing the entire piece of land between Kent’s and Christensen’s.  He is not interested in subdividing or advertising lots for sale, it would mostly be for his kids.  There is room for 6 lots on that piece of property; he plans to use maybe four of them for his kids.
	Todd said there is plenty of water available on that line for 6 new homes.  Sylvan has talked with Bob Morris and was told just to make sure the homes are built 35 feet off the road.  
	Marlow needs to talk with Bob Morris.  Karl said we need to do the research to make sure we aren’t missing anything and we will put it on the agenda for February to make the decision.  All agree.
	Sylvan, Chelsea, and John left at 8:05 p.m.

Magnum application for change of water usage approval:
	Magnum wants to lease 700 acre feet of water from Leamington again this year.  We received a $38,500 check and an application to go to the state engineer to allow them to lease this 700 acre feet.  There is a discrepancy in the paperwork as to the number of acre feet, but the state engineer Sam Quigley thinks it is ok.  We will get another check for $38,500 from Magnum when this is approved.  Todd is comfortable with leasing that amount of water.  Judi can look up and see how much water we used in 2014 when the springs were out and all we had was the well; that is the worst year we’ve had for water.  Todd thinks the most we use is something like 10 acre feet, so we would still have plenty of water for the town.
	Sam Quigley, with Magnum, has been promising Karl to take him on a tour of Magnum’s facility; he would include town board members as well.  Chad said at an update meeting for IPSC employees they were told Magnum could employ 1000 people if it goes as well as they expect.  The salt they desire the most is under IPP’s plant site on the South East corner.  They are working that out now with IPP.  Exxon and Chevron have bought in on it.
	Russ made motion to accept this application.  Matt seconded.  The agreement is being signed and the check accepted to be deposited.

Ordinance revision concerning connections outside town limits:  
	We don’t have a lot of outside meters but do have a few that need to be addressed.  Todd would like to have the ability to supply water to property that is adjoining city limits.  He suggests that for each piece of property there be one meter and one owner.  He recommends the meter be within a set distance of the main line.  No connections above our water source.  Once we supply water to someone we have to continue to supply water.  There can’t be anyone tie into the designated pump line that goes from the well to the storage tank.  Croppers have three homes but are not currently allowed to use the town water in their homes, Todd would like to change this and allow them to use it in their homes.  One owner would have one meter, if more than one owner then each owner needs a meter.  One piece of property could have three buildings on one meter if they are all one owner.  
	Russ wants to know how many lots in the city are not zoned as residential.  The county assessor takes care of changing the zoning from farming to residential.  Chad said there is something in the ordinances about how many times a piece of property could be split without subdividing.  Todd has heard that it can be divided three times, but isn’t sure that is our ordinance.  We have to be careful and consistent in following the town’s ordinances.  
	Judi knows Margo Holman did a lot of research when she was on the town board.  Chad said we need to have something in writing to protect ourselves and to be consistent.  We can’t charge the same for a meter outside the town because they don’t get the same services as those in town.  Todd was told we charge them the cost of the meter and materials and then we can charge them double for water for being outside the town.  Judi said they don’t pay that much, it is a different rate set up than those in town – it is on their overages that they pay more.  Most of the outside connections are corrals, only two connections outside are homes.  We need to make sure the rates are appropriate with the proposed changes.  
	Meter has to be with the main line.  We would supply the meter, the setter, and the material to install the meter, not the pipe.  The property owner would supply the pipe.  
	The cross-connection notice needs to be written up and sent out in the water bills.  Todd will work with Chad to get it written up.  
	This will take a few meetings to get this all figured out.  Rural Water will help write up the ordinance.

Update on Building Ordinance Revisions:
	Marlow has not pursued anything with this yet.  Karl asked Marlow to get something done on this for the February council meeting.	
	Russ brought up the need to get an updated copy of the town ordinances to each council member for reference.  We need a meeting dedicated to updating the ordinances.  We do have a thumb drive that has the Leamington Town Code on it.  Russ is taking the thumb drive to see how old it is and so we can get copies made if it is current.  Russ will report on this at the February town council meeting.  
	
Departments:
	Roads/Cemetery:
	The hole between the road and the retaining wall at the canal on Center Street hasn’t been filled in yet.  The movement of the power pole – Russ and Don Watts decided to move the pole to the North about 30 – 50 feet to allow the installation of the guardrail.  Russ will get a letter written to Rocky Mountain to request the movement of the power pole.
 
	Water:
	This has already been covered.

	Town Hall/Parks/Planning and Zoning:
	*Update on restoration funding – no update.
	Front door does not lock.  Matt got it to lock from the inside and then went out another door.  Russ will take a look at it.  
	Russ said the Christmas decorations are shot, will need new ones next year if we want any.  Marlow said those were not authorized when they were originally purchased.  It was questioned if we really need them.  We will discuss this issue in November.
	The entrance into the cultural hall has no light above it and is a hazard with the folding chairs stored there.  Marlow would like to lock that door so people have to use the main entrance.  There are 4 or 5 benches standing upright on the stage that are a hazard.  Most of them are broken, could be repaired.  There is room upstairs to store them if we want to keep them.  Marlow will put a note up in the post office to see if anyone wants them.  Depending on how many people want them will determine if we charge for them.  Matt suggested if five people want them and there are five benches then give them to them, if there are more people than benches then have them put a bid in for them.
	Marlow would like to have a light installed at the cultural hall door.  That door is used only a couple times a year, council questions if it is worth it.  
	
	Fire Department:
	Marlow asked if we were still losing fuel at the fire house.  No one has checked.  
	Matt will count street lights and make sure we are being charged for the correct amount of lights.
	We don’t have 17 firefighters; Dave thinks it is more like 10.  Danette will call ULGT and have them change the renewal coverage to 10 and rebill us for the worker’s comp annual fee.

Adjourn:
	Russ made a motion to adjourn.  Chad seconded.  Motion passed.  Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  
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