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MEMORANDUM
TO: Members, Utah State Board of Education
FROM: Angie Stallings, Associate Superintendent
Policy and Communication
DATE: February 4-5, 2016
ACTION: R277-482 Charter School Timelines and Approval Processes (Amendment and

Continuation)

Background: R277-482 is amended to provide timelines for reporting an approved charter
school expansion or satellite school, to comply with changes in statute, remove redundant
language also found in statute, add necessary definitions, clarify standards and expectations,
and provide technical and conforming changes.

Key Points: The proposed revisions to R277-482:

1.
2.

N o a ks

10.

11.

12.
13.

Change the requirement for USOE to maintain the charter agreement to the authorizer.
Amend the reporting date for the State Charter School Board (“SCSB”) to report an
approved expansion or addition of a satellite school to the Superintendent.

Require an authorizer that is not the SCSB to report an approved expansion or addition
of a satellite school, including the total number of students by grade that the
authorizer’s charter school is authorized to enroll, to the SCSB and to the
Superintendent.

Define “charter school authorizer” and “school number.”

Clarify the definition of “expansion” and “satellite school.”

Change language about pre-application training sessions.

Expand website requirements to all schools authorized by the State Charter School
Board, clarify required information on charter school websites, and remove the
requirement for approval of school websites by the State Charter School Board.
Remove language about giving priority to specific types of charter school applications.
Give flexibility to an authorizer to negotiate a new charter school’s start date.

Clarify what an application may require from a school requesting to change authorizers
and removes the timeline for consideration;

Remove expansion language and remove language about total number of charter school
students authorized.

Clarify that the parent school and satellites are considered a single LEA.

Make technical changes to numbering and terminology.
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R277-482 continues to be necessary because it establishes procedures for timelines and
approval processes for charter schools.

Anticipated Action:

1. It is proposed that the Law and Licensing Committee consider approving R277-482, as
amended, on first reading and, if approved by the Committee, the Board consider
approving R277-482, as amended on second reading.

2. It is proposed that the Law and Licensing Committee consider approving R277-482 for
continuation on first reading and, if approved by the Committee, the Board consider
approving R277-482 for continuation on second reading.

Contact: Angie Stallings, 801-538-7550
Natalie Grange, 801-538-7668
Scott Jones, 801-538-7514
Marlies Burns, 801-538-7817
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R277. Education, Administration.
R277-482. Charter School Timelines and Approval Processes.
R277-482-[2]1. Authority and Purpose.

[A<](1) This rule is authorized [urder]by:

(a) Utah Constitution Article X, Section 3, which vests general control and
supervision over public education in the Board[;];

(b) Subsection 53A-1-401(3), which allows the Board to adopt rules in
accordance with its responsibilities[;-and];

(c) Section 53A-1a-504, which requires the Board to make rules regarding a

charter school expansion or satellite campus;

(d) Sections 53A-1a-505, 53A-1a-515, and 53A-1a-521, which require the
Board to make a rule providing a timeline for the opening of a charter school;

(e) Section 53A-1a-513, which directs the Board to distribute funds for charter
school students directly to the charter school[;]; and

() _the Charter School Expansion Act of 1998, 20 U.S.C.[;] Secltion].
8063[3}], which directs the Board to submit specific information prior to a charter

school’s[’] receipt of federal funds.
[B=](2) The purpose of this rule is to establish procedures for timelines and

approval processes for charter schools.

R277-482-[1]2. Definitions.
[A<](1) “Amendment[;]” [forpurposesofthistute;|means a change or addition

to [the]a charter agreement.

[B—Board: on]
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complete-agreement]same as that term is defined in Section 53A-1a-501.3.

[F—“Eharter-sehoot-application” 3 offictalcha

(3) “Charter school authorizer” means the same as that term is defined in

Section 53A-1a-501.3
[6-](4) “Charter school governing board” means the board designated [by-the

charter-schoot]in a charter agreement to make decisions for the governance and

operation of [the]a charter school.
[H:](5) “Expansion” means a proposed increase of students or adding agrade

level[{s}] in an operating charter school [at-a—strgletocation]with the same school
number.

[F](6) “Satellite_charter school” means a charter school affiliated with an
operating charter school[-havirg-a—coemmon], which has the same charter school
governing board and a similar program of instruction, but [tecatetratathfferentsite-

school number than the affiliated charter school.

(7) “School number” means a number that identifies a school within an LEA

that:
(a) receives money from the state;

(b) enrolls or prospectively enrolls a full-time student;

(c) employs an educator as an instructor who provides instruction consistent
with Section R277-502-5;

(d) has one or more assigned administrators;

(e) is accredited consistent with Section R277-410-3; and

(f) administers a required statewide assessment to a student.

[K—uSeE: i orr]
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R277-482-3. State Charter School Board [Application-and]Applicant Training.
[A=](1) A[H] charter school applicant[s] that is seeking to have a charter

authorized by the State Charter School Board shall attend:

(a) pre-application training;

(b) [are-]planning year training[-sessioas,as-welas]; and
(c) other training sessions designated by the State Charter School Board.
[B-](2) The State Charter School Board shall schedule [P]pre-application

training sessions [shaltbe-seheduted-four)multiple times annually [ard]that may be
available electronlcally[—as—defeﬁﬁrﬁed—byfﬂﬁe—swte—ehaﬁeﬁsweﬁiﬂ%ard]

R277-482-4. [New—or—Expanding] Charter School [Notification—to

Prospective]lnformation for Students and Parents.

[A<](1) Altrew-orexpanding] charter school[s] shall have_a website that
contains the foIIowmg information [avaﬂabie—eﬁ—ﬁs—websﬁe—aﬁd—ﬁeﬂﬂr—aH—famﬂﬁs

(a) the charter school's governance structure,

including the name,
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qualification, and contact information of a charter school governing board member;

([2]b) the number of new students that will be admitted into the school by

grade;

sehoetdays:], which shall include:

(i) the first and last days of school;

(i) scheduled holidays;

(iii) scheduled professional development days; and

(iv) scheduled non-school days;
([#]d) [the—eharter—sehoot's—|timelines for acceptance of new students
consistent with Section 53A-1a-506.5;

([5]e) the requirement and availability of a charter school student application;

(f) the application timeline to be considered for enrollment in the charter

school;
([6]9) procedures for transferring to or from a charter school[;-tegether-with
applicable-timelines];[-and]

(h) timelines for a transfer;

([#]i) provisions for payment, if required, of a one-time fee per secondary
school enroliment, not to exceed $5.00, consistent with Section 53A-12-103[-];

(i) the charter school governing board’s policies; and

(k) other items required by:

(i) the charter school’'s authorizer;

(ii) statute; and

(iii) Board rule.

[B-](2) [N]A new or expanding charter school[s] shall [previde-writternotice

oflhave an operative and readily accessible website containing the information

described in [R
sehoots-website]Subsection (1) at least 180 days before the proposed opening day

of school.
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authorizer may:

(a) accept the proposed starting date from a charter school applicant; or

(b) negotiate and recommend a different starting date to the Board.
[B-](2) [©nty]A charter school[s] may receive state funds if the charter school
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is approved as a new charter school[s] by October 1, one fiscal year prior to the state
fiscal year the[y] charter school intends to serve students[-shattbe-eligible-forstate
funds].

[€](3) A State Charter School Board authorized school shall begin

construction on a new or existing facility requiring major renovation, such as

requiring a project number consistent with Rule R277-471, no later than January 1
of the year the charter school is scheduled to open.
[B-](4) A State Charter School Board authorized charter school that intends

to occupy a facility requiring only minimal renovation, such as renovation not
requiring a project number according to Rule R277-471, shall enter into a written

agreement no later than May 1 of the calendar year the charter school is scheduled

to open.

[6-](5) [Pespitea—charter-school-meeting-starting-dates;a]A charter school
shall [beregtiredto-satisfylcomply with Rule R277-419 requirements of 180 days

and 990 hours of instruction time, unless otherwise exempted by the Board under
Section 53A-1a-511.
[H:](6) The Board may, following review of information, approve the

recommended starting date or determine a different charter school starting date after

giving consideration to the charter[iagentity's] school authorizer's recommendation.

R277-482-6. Procedures and Timelines to Change Charter[ingEntities] School
Authorizers.

[A<](1) A charter school may [ehange]transfer to another charter[ing-entities]
school authorizer.

[B=](2) A charter school shall submit an application [previdgee-by]to the new
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([3]c) test scores[nctuding-al-stateregutret-assessments];

([4]d) current employees[-dentifyifg] and assignments [areHieensing-statds;
i-appleabte];

[

(e) board minutes for the most recent 12 months; and

([#]f) affidavits, signed by all board members[—providing—or] certifying[
{documentation-may -be-reguired)]:

([B]i) the charter school’'s compliance with all state and federal laws and
regulations;
([e]ii) [that]all information on the transfer application[-provided] is complete

and accurate;

([elii)) [that-]the_charter school is current with all [regtired]charter school
governing board policies| i inetadin i
forthe-mostrecentthree-months;

([fliv) [that]the charter school is operating consistent with the charter school’'s

charter agreement; and

([g]v) [that-]there are no outstanding lawsuits or judgments or identifying
outstanding lawsuits filed or judgments against the charter school[;].

[B-](4) A charter school seeking to [ehange]transfer charter[irgentities] school
authorizers shall submit a position statement from the current charter[ing—entity|

school authorizer about the charter school’s status, compliance with the charter[ing

enttty] school authorizer requirements, and any unresolved concerns to the proposed
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new charter[ing-entity] school authorizer.

[E5](5) A new charter school authorizer shall review [A]an application for
[ehanging]transferring a charter[ingentity] school authorizer [shaltbet+eviewed-|for
acceptance [bythe-new-chartertingentity] within 60 days of submission of a complete

application, including all required documentation.

[6-](6) Final approval or denial of changing chartering entities to the State

Charter School Board is final administrative action by the Board.

R277-482-7. [Approved-]Charter School Expansion Requests.

(1) A charter school authorizer shall maintain the final, official, and complete

charter agreement.

opetating-chartersehools]A charter school may request approval for an expansion
if:

([x]a) [F]the charter school satisfies [alf]the requirements of federal and state
law, regulations, [Beard-]rule, and the charter agreement[:]; and
([21(b))(i) [F]the[-approvet] charter school’s charter agreement [shalt]|provides

for an expansion consistent with the request; or

([3lii) [F]the charter school governing board has submitted a formal

amendment request to the charter[trgentity] school authorizer consistent with the

charter[ingentity’s] school authorizer’s requirements.
[B-](3) If the charter[trgentity] school authorizer approves a charter school

expansion[:

—(brequiringaconstruction-project number-underR2774+1], the expansion

shall be approved before October 1 of the state fiscal year prior to the school’s

intended expansion date.
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(4) For an expansion approved by an authorizer that is not the State Charter

School Board, the charter school authorizer that authorizes an expansion of the

authorizer's charter school shall provide the total number of students by grade that

the charter school is authorized to enroll to the State Charter School Board and to

the Superintendent on or before October 1 of the state fiscal year prior to the charter

school's intended expansion.

R277-482-8. Requests for a New Satellite School for an Approved Charter
School[s].
(1) A charter school and its satellite are a single LEA for purposes of public

school funding and reporting.

[A<](2) An existing charter school may submit an amendment request to the
charter school’'s charter[ing—entity] authorizer for a satellite_charter school if[-the
I hoolfl istres-the-following]:
([%]a) [F]the charter school [ettrentty-|satisfies [al-]requirements of federal
and state law, regulations, and[-Boatd] rule;

([2]b) [F]the charter school has operated successfully for at least three years
meeting the terms of its charter agreement;

([3]c) [S]the students at the charter school are performing on standardized

assessments at or above the standard in the charter agreement;
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([4]d) [F]the proposed satellite _charter school will provide educational
services, assessment, and curriculum consistent with the services, assessment, and
curriculum currently being offered at the existing charter school;

([5]e) [Aladequate qualified administrators, including at least one onsite
administrator, and staff are available to meet the needs of the proposed student

population at the satellite charter school; and

([6]f) [F]the charter school provides any additional information or
documentation requested by the charter[irg-entity] school authorizer or the Board.

([#13) [A]a satellite charter school that receives School LAND Trust funds shall
have a [SehoeoltANDTFrust-committee|charter trust land council and satisfy all
requirements for [SehoettAND—Frust—committees|charter trust land councils
consistent with Rule R277-477.

[B-](4) [Onty-a]A satellite charter school may receive state funding if the Board
approves the satellite charter school [appreved-]by October 1 of the state fiscal year
prior to the year the school intends to serve students[-shat-be—etligible—for—state
funds].

[€:](5) The approval of [the]a satellite charter school by the charter[ingentity]
school authorizer requires ratification by the [State-|Board [ef-Edueatton-]and will
expire 24 months following [steh]the ratification if a building site [ras]is not [beenr
]secured for the satellite charter school.

KEY: training, timelines, expansion, satellite

Date of Enactment or Last Substantive Amendment: [October-8,20143]2016
Notice of Continuation: August 2, 2013

Authorizing, and Implemented or Interpreted Law: Art X Sec 3; [53A=-ta=513;
153A-1-401(3); 53A-1a-504; 53A-1a-505; 53A-1a-515; 53A-1a-521; 53A-1a-513[
53A-1a-502.5]

10



	Feb Law - R277 482 Memo
	Feb Law BU - R277-482

