
 

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Members, Utah State Board of Education 
 
FROM:  Natalie Grange, CPA CFE 
  Director of School Finance 
 
DATE:  February 4-5, 2016 
 
INFORMATION: Small, Rural Schools Achievement (SRSA) LEA Grant Eligibility Issue 

 
 
Background: The School Finance section completes certain eligibility documentation at the request 
of the Federal U.S. Department of Education, which is then used to determine eligibility for the 
SRSA grant.  The SRSA grant is awarded to LEAs directly from the Federal U.S. Department of 
Education.  The Board has no responsibility for awarding or monitoring these funds.   
 
Key Points: When data was requested in 2015, all individuals who had completed this 
documentation in prior years had either retired or left employment at the USOE.  New staff read 
the regulations and submitted data based on the instructions provided.   
 
As explained in the instructions in determining eligibility for the SRSA program, county population 
density is used for each state.  As the School Finance section prepared the eligibility determination 
spreadsheet, it was determined that utilizing population density was an alternative means of 
establishing part of an LEA’s eligibility under the SRSA program.  It was our understanding that this 
data was not required and only an alternative method of determining eligibility.  This alternative 
method was not utilized in our determination and this decision inadvertently disqualified four LEAs 
from the possibility of receiving funds under this program as population density is a required 
element in determining eligibility.   
 
This error was detected based on questions from one of the LEAs.  In the prior year, three of the 
four LEAs received the SRSA grant.  Total grant funds for all of these LEAs is approximately $88,000.  
A request was made to the U.S. Department of Education to revise eligibility and to fund these 
grants in the current year. 
 
Anticipated Action:  This item is for information only. 
 
Contact: Natalie Grange CPA, CFE, School Finance Director, 801 538-7668 
  Jaime Barrett, MSP Coordinator, 801-538-7667 

Scott Jones, Associate Superintendent, 801 538-7514 
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