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Minutes of the
Free Market Protection and Privatization Board:
Competition Review Advisory Committee
Wednesday, December 11, 2014, 9:30 AM
Spruce Room, Senate Building
State Capitol Complex

Members present:
LeGrand Bitter (Chair), Kim Jones, Manuel Torres, and Louenda Downs

Members absent:
Rep. Johnny Anderson, Brian Gough

Staff present:
Cliff Strachan, Governor’s Office of Management and Budget (GOMB)

Note: Additional information including related materials and an audio recording of the meeting can be found at
http://gomb.utah.gov/operational-excellence/privatization-board/ and the Utah Public Meeting Notice Website
(http://www.utah.gov/pmn).

1. Welcome and Introductions
LeGrand Bitter called the meeting to order.
2, Board Business/Minutes
a. Minutes of the March 27, 2014 meeting
Motion: Louenda Downs moved approve the minutes of the March 27, 2014 meeting. CARRIED
3. Review Issues Concerning Agency Competition with the Private Sector
a. Utah State Office of Education (USOE)

Cliff Strachan presented his review of information supplied by USOE and Relational Data Corporation (RDC)
in regard to its petition to investigate “unfair competition” in the market for student information systems
(SIS). He reminded the committee of the board’s duties regarding complaints of unfair competition, provided
background for the complaint, noted the history of SIS in Utah, shared a table of comparative features and
functions for SIS programs in this market, reviewed results of questionnaires completed by local education
agencies (LEAs) in the state as well as comparative costs for private SIS programs, and discussed the
structure and costs of USOE’s Information Technology section. Per this review, a summary of findings is as
follows: 1) that USOE does have an unfair advantage because it can offer the product at no charge to LEAs
and 2) Aspire could be privatized.

The committee discussed the verbal report with Jerry Winkler of USOE and Nathan and Kendall Andelin of
RDC.
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The committee also discussed the findings as well as possible recommendations. Direction was given for
staff to draft some language and to bring recommendations to the Board meeting to be held this afternoon.

Staff will draft a report and circulate it for comment.
4, Other/Adjourn

Motion: Manuel Torres moved to adjourn. CARRIED
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