Gunnison City Council Meeting    



 
Wednesday, October 7, 2015, 7:00 p.m.    
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634                                                        
Present:   Mayor Bruce Blackham, City Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Blake Donaldson and Melissa Judy,  City Recorder Janell Braithwaite, Police Chief Trent Halliday, Public Works Supervisor Donald Childs, Robert Stevens with the Manti Messenger, Fire Chief Jed Hansen, Fireman Brian Sorensen, Gunnison Valley Hospital Administrator Mark Dalley and Hospital Board Member Shawn Crane
Presiding:  Mayor Bruce Blackham

Invocation:  Mayor Bruce Blackham
Public Comment

There was no one requesting time for public comment.

Proposed Approval of Gunnison City Resident to Represent at-large Member of Nominating Committee for New Hospital Board Member
Mayor Blackham welcomed Hospital Administrator Dalley and Hospital Board Member Crane, and noted the Council was anxious to have them instruct and work together to get the new Hospital Board member.  He reported the City Council had identified two Councilmembers to sit on the nominating committees as required, and would work on the at-large City resident requirement for the nominating committee.  Administrator Dalley reported Kim Pickett would be their Board representative on the committee, and the Board would be meeting closer to the end of the month to determine who their other representative would be on the committee.  Shawn voiced his support for Sara Donaldson, and noted what a valuable Board member she had been.  He listed some of the qualifications that would be helpful in picking a new Board member, and Administrator Dalley listed the Board meetings and trainings that would take place.  Administrator Dalley reminded the Council of the steps for filling a Board vacancy and the time frame of filling this position.  He stated it is really the City's responsibility to take all of the steps, but the final decision will be up to the Hospital Board.  Councilmember Andersen will keep the nominating committee informed and on task.  Mayor Blackham would like to start the advertising process.  Councilmember Andersen will touch base with Councilmember Jensen to discuss his position on the nominating committee as well as the at-large member of the nominating committee.  
7:20 p.m.  Mark Dalley and Shawn Crane left
The nominating process was discussed further as well as the advantage of sticking to a two term limitation for this position.
Proposed Approval of Resolution 2015-10, Recertification of Gunnison City Justice Court

Councilmember Donaldson explained the Gunnison City Justice Court needed to be recertified with the application deadline being October 30, 2015.  He noted the required letter from the City Attorney had been received, the Security Plan had been updated and the city now needed to adopt the Resolution recertifying the Justice Court.  

Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to approve Resolution 2015-10 recertifying the Gunnison City Justice Court.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote. 
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Proposed Approval of Equipment for Fire Dept. ~ Chief Jed Hansen

Fireman Brian Sorensen announced the Fire Dept. would like to put some of  the money the department has earned this year from the wildland fires towards purchasing equipment for the department.   Specifically, they are looking at purchasing a six passenger side by side with a slip to hold a 70 gallon tank which could be used  in future wildland fires.  He stated they would get reimbursed for using this just like their other equipment if used at a wildland fire, and listed the benefits of having this type of unit.  He remarked they would have the money from the fires, and will just need the approval of the Council for the purchases.  
7:33 p.m. Chief Trent Halliday arrived

He explained the department had recently sent a fire truck to Washington which was used to protect structures.  He also listed the uses of other trucks sent from other cities.  
7:34 p.m. Fire Chief Jed Hansen and Fireman Zach Jensen arrived.

Chief Hansen reported the Fire Dept. should be receiving about $85,000 for helping with the wildland fires, and noted their net would be about $45,000.  He explained these fires just don't happen every year, but with the extremely dry year in the northwest there were a lot of fires.  He noted Gunnison had a truck go to Washington as well as the brush truck that went to Idaho.  He listed many of the entities from the County that also sent trucks to these fires.  He felt they would have enough money from the revenues of these fires to purchase a side by side, and had received quotes from several places.  The quote for a Polaris was $14,200 and the Ranger with the power steering and extra equipment would be $16,000.  He felt the purchase of a side by side would save wear and tear on the brush trucks during a fire.  The pros and cons of the different units were discussed.  The cost of a slip to haul a tank was also noted at $4,000 to $10,000 depending on the slip purchased.  Mayor Blackham felt this would be good for emergency management purposes.  Zach mentioned they may even be able to assist the County Search and Rescue with this unit.  Brian mentioned the department would need a trailer to haul this, and they already had a trailer that could be converted for about $600 and some new tires.  The Council voiced their approval for this purchase.  
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the purchase of a side by side including a slip with a tank for the Gunnison Valley Fire Department.  Councilmember Judy seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.  

Chief Hansen mentioned he would like to get a meeting together with all of the Mayors and/or representatives from each community involved with the Fire Dept. to go over some items.  Jed will set this up.  Brian reported the Fire District had saved $600,000 and had received a matching grant from CIB for $600,000 for trucks.  The Gunnison Valley Fire Dept. will benefit from this by receiving a Fast Attack which is a $160,000 mini attack pumper truck.  He listed the other entities within the County that would be receiving trucks through this grant.
Review Interlocal Agreement with Centerfield City Regarding Usage of Culinary Water ~ Councilmember Donaldson

Councilmember Donaldson stated this interlocal agreement had been presented to Gunnison City by Centerfield City at the Summit meeting which was held in April.  This agreement was in reference to the connections of the culinary water between the two cities on the south end of Gunnison City.  He noted the City Attorney, Mandy Larsen, had reviewed the agreement and had some questions, and reviewed those particular questions.  He felt a meeting should be put together with Centerfield representatives regarding this agreement, and will invite John Iverson from Sunrise Engineering since he has done work for both Cities.  He pointed out Supervisor Childs had stated this sharing of water has happened throughout the years and neither city has ever charged the other, and questioned why the city's would start charging each other now.  Councilmember Andersen felt there had been a great relationship between the two communities over the years regarding the sharing of culinary water.  Councilmember Donaldson brought up the recent problem the Bartholomew Well has had requiring Gunnison City to utilize culinary water from Centerfield 
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City.  He stated the Christensen Well water has been in the system trying to fill the tanks as well as Centerfield City water during this problem.  Supervisor Childs felt this transfer of water only takes place about once a year for each City.  Supervisor Childs explained the booster pump that had been installed  during the new water project, and the new ability of Centerfield City to pump water to the Gunnison tanks. 
The watering hours of the park and cemetery were discussed.  This will be reviewed with Supervisor Reber.  Councilmember Donaldson would like to get some meter reads and square footage to John Iverson with Sunrise Engineering to get some numbers put together on the watering of these City properties.
Pressurized Irrigation Update ~ Councilmember Jensen

Councilmember Jensen has been excused from the meeting tonight, but Supervisor Childs announced Councilmember Jensen had told him the City would leave the system on until the water was done.  Supervisor Childs noted the irrigation company said they would be done on the 15th, but water from Peacock Springs would continue to flow into the pond.   

8:15 p.m. Robert Stevens left

The Council discussed the scheduling of the next Gunnison Valley Summit meeting.  Mayor Blackham will work with the other cities to see what their meeting schedules are then try to put a November meeting together.
Councilmember Donaldson will work on scheduling a meeting with Centerfield regarding the Interlocal Agreement.

Discuss Planning & Zoning Commission Vacancies

The current vacancies were discussed, and it was noted a new Chairman would need to be put in at the next P&Z meeting.  Mayor Blackham noted there were currently three applications for the positions.  Councilmember Judy listed the three applicants with Recorder Braithwaite noting one of them had requested an alternate position only since he is new to the City, and would like to learn the system first.  The terms of the current members were reviewed.  This will be placed on the next agenda.
Future Items
Water:  Councilmember Donaldson explained the electrical/gasket problem that had occurred at the Bartholomew Well that flooded the well house burning out the new electrical panel that had just been installed.  The well has been repaired, but Supervisor Childs has had to run it manually while waiting for the new parts to get here.  Discussion ensued regarding the possible cause of the malfunction.  Councilmember Donaldson noted the well driller hadn't shown up yet and expressed the contractors dismay at this.  Supervisor Childs explained the well driller is supposed to start bringing his equipment this week.  

Streets:  Councilmember Donaldson stated he had talked with Al Johansen regarding the Farmer's Freeway project in which Al had mentioned he had some different ideas to take care of that road for half the price of the original quote.  Councilmember Donaldson reported Al would like to get Councilmember Carlisle, Supervisor Childs and the Mayor involved with a site review on this.  He would like to see this ready for the next meeting to get some projects approved and scheduled for next spring.  Mayor Blackham commented he would like to get one more good mowing done on the sides of the roads to keep the weeds cut down this year.  Supervisor Childs stated he would get hold of Pickett's to have them chop the weeds down all the way to the fences.  
Beautification:  The Council discussed the vehicles parked around the City, and the many areas that need to be cleaned up.  The Council would like to review the nuisance ordinance at the next meeting.
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Big Truck Parking:  Chief Halliday noted Councilmember Carlisle had suggested some items to improve the newly adopted ordinance, and they just needed to get it figured out and presented.  He will get with Councilmember Carlisle to continue with this process of making a workable, enforceable ordinance.

Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Judy questioned the annual renewal payment to EDC Utah.  She noted she needed to know what the Council thought the next step would be with the recent grant awarded by EDC Utah.   She noted EDC Utah had recommended the City go with a regional plan, and questioned how to pursue that.  Discussion ensued regarding an economic plan and marketing.  The Council discussed rebranding the city, updating it and marketing it.  Chief Halliday reminded the Council they had a social media policy in place for any social media they would like to see put to use.  Councilmember Judy will look at the possibilities of obtaining a grant adjustment in redirecting the grant to marketing, brochures, rebranding and updating the website.  Councilmember Judy will also contact Jeff Reynolds at the high school to see if he would like to have one of his classes help with this.  
Pool:  Councilmember Judy would like to see new revenue and expenditure line items put in the budget for the swim team.  Recorder Braithwaite would like to see the budget opened up to do this.  

Santa Run:  Councilmember Judy reported the students at the high school would like to sponsor the Santa Run this year.  This will be put on the next agenda for the City to vote on their support of this fundraiser.  She reported she hadn't heard anything further this year about the Halloween Hustle and wasn't sure if it would take place this year or not.
Light Parade:  Chief Halliday reported his department had not been contacted for a parade permit yet.

Security:  Mayor Blackham revisited the safety  matters that had been discussed previously, and he recommended Recorder Braithwaite move into his office.  The Council agreed with this recommendation.
Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, August 5, 2015, Open and Closed Sessions, Wednesday, August 19, 2015, Open Session and Wednesday, September 2, 2015, Open and Closed Sessions and Wednesday, September 23, 2015, Open Session
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the City Council meeting minutes for Wednesday, August 5, 2015, Open and Closed Sessions.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the City Council meeting minutes for Wednesday, August 19, 2015, Open Session.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the City Council meeting minutes for Wednesday, September 2, 2015, Open and Closed Sessions.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the City Council meeting minutes for Wednesday, September 23, 2015, Open Session.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.

Jewish Kiosk Dedication:  Recorder Braithwaite read a thank you note Councilmember Andersen had received from a family that had attended the Jewish kiosk dedication.  Mayor Blackham, Councilmember Donaldson and Councilmember Andersen all commented what a great dedication it had been.
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Sidewalks:  Recorder Braithwaite reviewed a complaint she had received regarding some of the sidewalks noting the repair work that needed to be done.  The Council discussed the problem areas and the process of repairing them.  Mayor Blackham reported Councilmember Carlisle had submitted the grant application for the Safe to School Grant.
Recorder:  Recorder Braithwaite announced she had been elected to the Board for the Utah Municipal Clerks.  The Council congratulated her for this nomination.

CDBG:  Recorder Braithwaite will send an e-mail to the Councilmembers to see who can attend the  CDBG meeting on October 20th or October 21st in Richfield.  The City must have someone attend this meeting to apply for a CDBG grant in the upcoming year.  
Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

This item was not finished, and will be put on the next agenda
Closed Session
 Councilmember Donaldson  made the motion to adjourn into a Closed Session pursuant to the Provisions of Section 52-4-5(1) of the Open Meeting Law for the purpose of (d) strategy sessions to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property, including any form of a water right or water shares, if the public discussion of the transaction would: (i) disclose the appraisal or estimated value of the property under consideration; or (ii) prevent the public body from completing the transaction on the best possible terms.  Council Member Judy seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.  
9:15 p.m. Closed Session
9:47 p.m. Adjourn
___________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder
___________________________________

Bruce A. Blackham, Mayor 
___________________________________

Approval Date
