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    2381 E. 1000 S.
Ballard, Utah 84066
Phone: (435) 722-3393
Fax: (435) 722-5726
e-mail: ballcity@ubtanet.com
City Council



March 3, 2015     7:00 p.m.


MINUTES
Item
1) CALL CITY COUNCIL MEETING TO ORDER
· Welcome and Roll Call – Mayor Bob Abercrombie welcomed all in attendance and called roll, those in attendance are Council Members Lloyd Meacham, Tom Nordstrom, John Plant, Mark Reidhead.   Secretaries Kaelyn Meyers and Anissa McDonald.
· Prayer – John Plant
· Pledge of Allegiance
· Conflicts of Interests -- All Council Members who have a conflict with any item on the agenda please state concern.
2) 1500 E. RIGHT-OF-WAY EASEMENTS – Eric Major
Eric Majors was in attendance to address the residents of Ballard regarding the easement on 1500 east.  He explained the section line on 1500 east is just to the west side of the road, and that there was a survey done to establish the section line.  Eric Major’s said that a prescriptive right of way has been there for a while but it has not been recorded to be descriptive, and that is the reason for the easement.  In addition Eric explained that property owners own to the section line and are paying taxes on that 33 ft., and by signing the quit claim deed, that 33 ft. would belong to Ballard City. Ballard City would be responsible for all necessary maintenance on that section.

The following is a list of questions asked by Ballard City Residents:


-Phillip Harmston asked that if the right of way is on Ballard property who will be responsible to move fence’s, trees etc. and asked if Ballard City plans to raise taxes.

-Kevin Safely asked why the residents can’t just give Ballard the right of way, without having to sign the quit claim deed.

-James Harmston asked why Ballard City won’t just pay fair market price for the property instead of the property owner having to give it away.

-Laurel Seymour has questions regarding the future plans for widening the road on 1500 east.  

 
-David Hicken has concerns about who will take care of the maintenance and care of the ditch.

-Brad Christensen feels that Ballard City should pay the residents for the easement, and that the manhole covers along 1500 east need to be raised up.



-Mark Kettle stated that from approximately 500 S. to Hwy 40 the right-of-way shouldn’t be addressed.

-Tracy Parrish asked that since the ditch is on west side of the road why bother the residents residing along the east side?

-Jerry Jenkins has concerns about the possibility of needing to move power lines. 


-William O’Driscoll said that he would like to see on a map, where on his property the right of way starts and where his property line starts.
· There were concerns brought forth from Ballard City residents regarding rumors that Ballard City is planning to widen the road on 1500 east to a width of 66 ft. to accommodate a truck route.  Mayor Bob Abercrombie and all City Council Members assured residents that that is absolutely not true.
· Eric Major from Jones & DeMille explained that any existing fences, if need be, should not have to be moved more than just a foot or two, and that by signing the quit claim deed they would still own the property.
· Council Members stated that if the property owners decide to fill in the ditch they would need to place 24” pipe in before filling it in.
· Council Member Mark Reidhead stated that if the residents were to sign the Quit Claim deed, and Ballard City had a project, for example a pipeline in the ditch, then Ballard would be responsible to move the fence as a part of the project. 

· Mayor Bob Abercrombie said that as far as raising any taxes, Ballard City cannot just raise taxes. Ballard City has to abide by state laws and would have to prove a need to the city. 
Council Members discussed all of these issues and decided, that since Ballard City already has the right of way, we will dismiss the easement and allow homeowners to keep and also maintain the ditch.
Motion made by Council Member John Plant to allow home owners to retain land, 2nd by Council Member Tom Nordstrom.  All in favor.
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NAY
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3) ZONE CHANGE – Kaydee Meacham
KayDee Meacham told Council Members that they have decided to move the parcel of land they want to purchase closer to 1500 E. to be within 495 ft. from the fire hydrant. This will help with the issue that was brought up about the water and shorten the distance of pipe to be run.
Motion made by Council Member Mark Reidhead to accept the change to the plat to relocate the parcel of land for the zone change, 2nd by Council Member John Plant.  All in favor.
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Lloyd Meacham abstained from voting due to conflict.
4) MINOR SUBDIVISION FINAL – Brett Kettle
Brett Kettle was in attendance and had questions as to what needs to be on the Mylar as far as easements and utility companies signatures. 
Motion made by Council Member Lloyd Meacham to approve Minor Subdivision for Brett Kettle, 2nd by Council Member Mark Reidhead.  All in favor.  
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5) LIGHT POLE AT TRACTOR SUPPLY – Ken Richins
Mayor Bob Abercrombie stated that turning into Tractor Supply off of Hwy 40 at night is dark, and that Ballard City should place a light pole in that area.  A discussion was held and a decision was made to continue with the same lights that are planned for the Hwy 40 project along Big-O Tires, and at Union High and Hwy 40.  Secretary Kaelyn Meyers was asked to contact Moon Lake and cancel the pole at this time until we can get a price quote to continue the sidewalk/lighting project to Tractor Supply.
6) MOON LAKE FRANCHISE AGREEMENT – Kaelyn Meyers
Council Members told Secretary Kaelyn Meyers to move forward to put provision in the franchise agreement, along with any other changes with Moon Lake Electric. Secretary Kaelyn Meyers was asked to have Clark address his changes and get back with us.
7) UINTAH CONFERENCE CENTER – Mayor Abercrombie
Mayor Bob Abercrombie said that the Grand Opening for the new Conference Center in Vernal will be held September 15, 2015.  Mayor Bob Abercrombie said that they are asking for sponsors, and asked Council Members if they are interested in sponsoring a table for a dinner they will be having. It was decided not to offer any sponsorship at this time.
8) BALLARD IMPROVEMENTS – 
· Council Member Lloyd Meacham suggested a no parking sign be placed along roadway on 1000 north.

· Council Member John Plant still has a problem with wondering dogs in his neighborhood. He said he will contact animal control.
· Council Member Mark Reidhead said that he will ask Public Works Director Ben Mower to take care of hole in the road in front of Hicken’s house.
· Mayor Bob Abercrombie said that there needs to be a 25 mph sign on Lagoon Street by the Union High School’s football field.
9) PUBLIC INPUT – 
Jason Rasmussen was in attendance and would like to put RV on his dad’s property (Jack Rasmussen) and live in it. Council Members told Jason that if he is building a home there, he can live on that property for 1 year as long as he has a current building permit.
10) PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATE – Bob Abercrombie
Mayor Bob Abercrombie said that the property change for KayDee Meacham was approved.
11) OFFICE / PROJECTS REPORT – 
· Secretary Kaelyn Meyers said that Robert Davenport complained about a hole in the road at approximately 1214 N 3500 E.
· Secretary Kaelyn Meyers said that Officer Cornaby has verified that there is nobody living in a camp trailer at JP Saddle, but hasn’t heard back from Officer Cornaby about the RV south of Lamb’s house.
· Secretary Kaelyn Meyers talked to council about UDOT meeting regarding stop light.
12) REVIEW & CORRECT MINUTES – 
· February 17, 2015
Motion made by Council Member Mark Reidhead to accept the minutes of February 17, 2015 as corrected, 2nd by Council Member Tom Nordstrom.  All in favor.
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13) FOLLOW-UP ON PAST MINUTES
· Council Member Tom Nordstrom asked if office staff has sent a request for traffic study to UDOT.  Secretary Kaelyn Meyers said that email was sent and that a meeting will be set up with Roosevelt and UDOT regarding stop light at 1500 E and Hwy 40.
· Council Member Tom Nordstrom asked if there has been any notice as to when the codification from MCO might be completed.  Secretary Kaelyn Meyers said that she is in communication with Kendall at MCO, and will update Council as she receives notices from MCO.
14) MAYOR’S REPORT
Mayor Bob Abercrombie has nothing to report on at this time.
15) COUNCIL REPORTS 
· Council Member Lloyd Meacham said that the Sheriff and Undersheriff will contact Secretary Kaelyn Meyers to be placed on a future agenda.
· Council Member Tom Nordstrom said that Roosevelt City’s annual cleanup will be held April 18-25 and May 2nd, and suggested that Ballard City use the same dates for their clean up day.
· Council Member John Plant said that the equipment for office upgrades has been ordered and should be arriving next week

· Council Member Mark Reidhead has nothing to report on at this time.
16) FINANCES:  Checks, Statements, Reports and Budget
Checks and finances were gone over and approved.
17) ADJOURN COUNCIL MEETING – 
Motion made by Council Member Mark Reidhead to adjourn City Council at 9:35, 2nd by Council Member Lloyd Meacham.  All in favor.
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