Minutes of the State Advisory Board on Children’s Justice
November 20, 2015 11:30 am
Utah Attorney General’s Office
5272 So. College Dr.
Salt Lake City, UT

	Cheryl Boren
	Welcome/Approval of Minutes
	Motion to approve: Toni;  Seconded: Jenny; All in favor.

	Cheryl Boren & CJC Directors
	Announcements/CJC Accomplishments
	Leslie Mascaro is retiring. We’ll miss her and we wish her well!
Uintah Co. Center has a new dog that really helps the children and the families.

	Laura Seklemian
	State Advisory Board Membership Report
1) Current Vacancies and Nominations
	Liz Knight is officially the Juvenile Court Judge representative. Stacey Snyder is new director of GAL. Melanie Speechly is the court appointed advocate. Deondra Brown will be officially made the abuse victim representative. Michael Drechsel is going into private practice and resigning after this meeting. Utah Prosecution Counsel will appoint a replacement. This is also Trish Beck’s last meeting. 

	Tracey Tabet
	CJC Program Administrator’s Report
1) NCA National Chapter Summit and Accreditation
2) Coalition for Protecting Childhood
	Tracey was notified last week that Utah’s chapter is formally reaccredited.  We also hosted the NCA National Chapter Summit a few weeks ago and took members to visit a center. NCA praised the way Utah’s CJCs function. 
Deondra spoke about there are many agencies (government, business, medical communities, etc.) fighting child abuse across Utah and it would be best to pool efforts and funding. The Coalition for Protection Childhood has the goal of connecting these resources. 

	Group
	Future Meeting Schedule/Location of State Board
	The board will now meet four times a year instead of the previous five, in January, April, July, and October, on the third Friday of each month. There is no statutory requirement for how often or when the group meets. The new time is 12-2. Motion made to change frequency and time by Jenny, seconded by Karen. All were in favor.
Because the large conference room in the Attorney General’s Office College Drive location is being turned into cubicles, the meeting will move downstairs or to the Holiday Inn just down the street. Attendees are advised to check their agendas in advance to know where the meeting will be held.
Motion to move next meeting from January 15 to January 22 because of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day by Tanya. Shelley H. seconded, all in favor. All in favor.

	Craig Barlow
	Follow-Up on Media Reports on Cases Brought to CJCs
	Judges in Utah County are requiring more details for higher bails in statements of probable cause, a public document. Some media members are reporting this information. This seems to be a Utah Co based issue, but could migrate to other districts. There is no related laws in Utah or elsewhere that Craig could find. Recommendations: Prepare victim/families for possibility that higher bail means some publicity. Talking with media will be best way to get relief. Get in front of the problem and speak to reporters in advance. CJC should talk to County Attorneys for ways to moderate probable cause statements. It’s also possible to create a record orally in court instead of typing it factually. Media will pull printed materials, but not generally recordings. 
Missy will put together guidelines for the centers to follow when talking to media.

	Group
	Forensic Interview Initiative Status Report
	Update: Utah Co is active and running beautifully. Been working with Wash Co on getting a full-time county employee who will work half time as forensic interviewer. Every law enforcement member in the county will use the interviewer as their primary go-to. Tracey has formalized the initiative on letterhead and is happy to give to any directors who want it for counties to consider. If the counties are hesitant, could contract with someone to provide service. In Sanpete, 4 interviewers receive stipend, contract, works well. Allows us to focus advanced training needs on those doing the lion’s share of the interviews.
Train the Trainer: Slow but steady move forward with NICHD. There is a conference call scheduled for 30th. The pilot may be sometime in 1st quarter of 2016. People to be trainers need to be confident in front of groups and groups need to respond to them. Exercises should be experiential and have times to interact with the information to engage the groups and maximize retention. There is an NICHD Refresher course on December 17th with Summit County as the pilot. Next step is advanced training track to focus on difficult interview population. Toni has connections to actors who have difficult subject matter, who can play difficult teens, abused children, etc. If actors are needed to play difficult interview population, they are trained and available. Susanne will follow up with Toni.

	Group
	CJC Program Needs/Legislation
	Program has conducted needs assessment and drafted legislation and will send it out to the board for additional input in a few days. It expands the language of local advisory board so counties can add members as needed, adds legislators (one each from the house and senate) to the state advisory board, acknowledges the expanded role of chapter/state program and lists obligations in supporting center, and reworks services provided by centers.

	Group 
	DCFS and Cases Involving Juvenile Offenders
	DCFS took the feedback from the previous meeting to agency administration, mulling over next steps, became aware that Sen. Harper is potentially running legislation related to this topic, so they are not proceeding with the plan. Lee Killian is planning on contacting Tracey for meeting.
Juvenile sex offenders and adult sex offenders have been identified in case assessments the same way in DCFS system. We need a more victim- and family-centered approach.  The protocol for 11-13 year olds is to address them as victims or perpetrators, although they are sometimes both. 14-17 sometimes have consensual sex relationships, but are automatically victims because of law, and it can become harmful and detrimental to have a case. It is proposed to screen out cases where there is no evidence of force or coercion. 

	Laura Seklemian
	Victim Advocacy Training Pilot
	We were awarded an innovation grant from NCA to create curriculum for victim advocacy training for CJC personnel. Curriculum included crisis intervention, dynamics of child abuse, victims’ rights, etc., and held pilot training this week. Creating training modules from the training. In 2017, NCA is requiring that each has 24 hours of VAT, then 8 hours every year thereafter. We contracted with Janet Fine as Victim Advocate Representative. She’ll give us feedback in January. 

	Dr. Toni Laskey
	Medical Program Update
	Some doctors in Carbon County aren’t allowing the children to come in for exams. A new provider to the area can raise concerns, but it will help. Tonya Murray has a phone number for Shelley Wright to call to help Carbon County.

	Kenna Jones
	Report from Council on Crime Victims
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Kenna was absent, so Shelley Haupt took over. Committee members invited Shelley to be a co-chair. Shelley talked to Laura Seklemian about being the CJC member on the Council on Crime Victims. She is waiting for committee to contact her. 

	Rod Layton
	State Board Standing Committee
1) Directors
	Discussed: 1) Relationship with friends board--friends board owns some buildings, should be a contract in place; 2) people viewing interviews/CMS reporting—how to track and enter; 3) director needs assessment: high needs, where chapter can help; 4) CJC name & branding: public and donors are confused about name, sounds like juvenile detention center. Good to brand ourselves in a unified way state wide. 

	Cheryl Boren
	Public Comments
	Stephanie, director of Iron CJC: An ex-probation officer testifies against the children she watched over as a character witness. Does this go against an ethics code? As the ex-probation officer of the children, it is not legal to disclose this information. Trading on previous and private information. Contact Administrative Officer of the Courts, can have a conversation about non-disclosure agreements with juvenile histories. She is promoting her services since now she is a private investigator. Could be a Class B Misdemeanor.  We should also look at rules of judicial administration. 

	Cheryl Boren
	Next Board Meeting
January 15, 2016 at the Utah Attorney General’s Office
	Changed to the 22nd of January at 12:00.
Motion to conclude: Mike (Cache)
Seconded: Tonya (Uintah)
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