LEAMINGTON TOWN COUNCIL
December 3, 2015
7:00 p.m.
Leamington Town Hall


Those present:
Karl Nielson, Mayor
Marlow Plumb, Council Member
Russ Finlinson, Council Member
Matthew Kolste, Council Member
Judi Plumb, Treasurer
Danette Houston, Recorder
Don Watts, Rocky Mountain Power
Chad McPherson, Council Member elect
Kay Shurtz

Meeting called to order at 7:30 p.m.  Bills have been signed. Todd Tolley is excused tonight, he is out of town.   Minutes were read for November 5th Town Council Meeting. Russ made a motion to approve minutes as read.  Marlow seconded the motion.  Minutes were approved for November 5, 2015. 

4.  Rocky Mountain Power – Possibility of installing LED Street lights in town:
	They will save money and put off plenty of light.  The cost for Rocky Mountain Power to maintain the LED lights per month isn’t much less than what we currently pay ($12.82/per light/per month).  Town would pay to remove the current lights ($200/light) then sign a contract that states the town is getting an allowance to help pay for the new fixtures.  We have 30 lights.  Matt did some quick calculations and determined it would take 17 years for us to recoup our costs.  Marlow suggested just getting the current system fixed so our lights we have now work.  
	Chad asked if the West road will be fixed at the ditch like the one on the East is.  Russ wasn’t planning on it, but will look at it – maybe get concrete barriers.
	Lights – next step.  Questions about what is in the contract.  Rocky Mountain Power has a customer service website available 24/7 to report lights that are out.  Don recommends having residents try reporting outage with lights and see what the response time is.  Sometimes they will wait until they have several lights to replace in the area before they respond. The sooner we report lights out, the sooner they should get replaced.  We currently pay for every light each month whether they are working or not.  
	Russ asked about tapping into the power pole at each end of town to hook radar signs up to.  One end of town is ok, the other end would need to cross the highway somehow – most likely trench or bore under the road. It might be more cost effective to go with solar powered signs.  
	Don would like to be kept in the loop if we report problems and they aren’t getting addressed.  Report approximate address should be good enough.  

5.  Ordinance revision concerning connections outside town limits:
	With more water available to us now, we are considering splitting out where two houses are on one meter, put them each on their own meter.  Todd thought we would like to revise the ordinance to allow more hook-ups on property adjoining the town limits.
	After the meter is the responsibility of the home/property owner.  Chad asked if meters are available to everyone. They should be with the new water system.  Todd was to write up a proposal, but he is not able to be here tonight.
	Karl will get with Todd on this and see if he has a proposal, if he does, Karl will get with each council member and discuss this.  Karl would like to schedule a public meeting an hour before the town council meeting in January.  Public meeting would need to be advertised beforehand.

6.  Christmas Eve Activities:
	Santa’s – Chad Nielson will be a Santa for free. His wife may be his helper, if not then Karl or Hannah Plumb could do it.  Russ Finlinson will be the other Santa and his brother Neil will be his helper, they both volunteer to do this.  
	Sacks – Fill sacks at 7:00 on Dec. 17th at the town hall.  Marlow will pick up pizza on his way home that day.  Buy 6 pizzas at Little Caesars, it is much cheaper.

7.  Item came up today – resident with dog problems, sheriff was called.  
	In prior times she called she was told to call the Sheriff, this time the officer told her it was the town’s problem.  She caught the dog and put a leash on it so it wouldn’t harass her cats and then she was accused of dog knapping.  Mangrum’s dog was chasing cats or dogs in Fleming’s kennels.  Previously when Matt had a problem with a dog the Sheriff told Matt that they can’t do anything until the Mayor calls them.  Chad thinks the county needs to hire someone to take care of this issue in this area.  
	Judi asked what the dog ordinance is in the town.  It has never been enforced.  
	Karl talked with one party in the dispute, he will go visit with the other party in the next few days.  Matt suggested Karl call the Sheriff to inform them we have no one that can address these types of issues.  There is a history including firearms and law enforcement is the appropriate agency to take care of it.  Matt is happy to be animal control if they have somewhere they can take the dogs to.  Maybe Delta has a facility that could be used.	
	
7.  Departments:
	Roads/Cemetery:
	Asphalt is waiting until spring.  Need to fill in the gap between the hole and the retaining wall. Karl will supply the gravel to fill the gap up to the surface; will pave it in the spring.
	Eagle Scout project will be in the spring.  
	Water:
	There was an issue up at the springs with one of the samples showing E.coli, so it had to be retested.  The second test came back normal. We do still have a bug problem and debris coming into the filters when it snows and rains.  Lead and Copper tests have been done, waiting for results.  All tests are complete for the year. 
	Broken line by Kim Hansen’s was repaired.  It was a good sized leak, when Christensen’s line was installed the area there settled and cracked the line.  Some gravel will be put in that area.
	Town Hall/Parks/Planning and Zoning:
	Marlow went to Bob Morris about a building permit to see how far away from the property line he has to be to build and was told 15 feet.  Bob told him most cities or towns are 3 feet and our ordinances need to be revised.  We basically adopted Hinckley’s ordinances.  Marlow is going to look at making changes to the building ordinances.  Judi indicated we would need a public meeting.  Bob Morris and Todd Tolley would be good resources for revising the building ordinances.
	There are some issues with town hall keys.  Marlow needs an accounting of where all the keys are for the building.  Everyone needs to be responsible for their key.  We only have one spare key for the building now.
	
	Fire Department:
	Dave is waiting for Todd to make boxes to install security cameras.  
	Dec. 20th the Primary Pageant will be held here in the town hall.  They will come in a few days before to set up.  Need to have the heat on that day.
	We’ve had two fires recently – one was the power lines near Fleming’s, the other was John Nielson’s barn.  Problem with residents driving over the fire hose going to the hydrant, this is a federal class B offense that comes with a $400 or $500 fine. Karl suggested putting something in the water bills notifying residents of the illegality of driving over fire hoses.  There was also a problem with local farmers taking equipment out of fire fighters hands to fight the fire; they need to let those who are trained be the ones who fight the fire.  Dave would also like to let the residents know they are welcome to help fight the fires if they will come to the fire training and get trained.
	Matt doesn’t feel comfortable with the current fire department training; he would trust his life with the farmers more than some of the members of the fire department.  The current trainer is very harsh and people have a hard time wanting to work with her.  A lot of men in town don’t want to be trained by a woman.  All fire fighters need to attend at least one training meeting each month.  There is a trained fire fighter that lives in town now that has agreed to do the training when he gets to where he isn’t so busy.  The new members of the fire department don’t have good turn-out gear to use and when they do find some that works for them, it often disappears.  Equipment is expensive ($12,000 a piece for turn-outs) and the only way we get new gear is through a grant and Dave hasn’t had time to write a grant.  Dave doesn’t want to see anyone get hurt; they get hurt when they are not trained and don’t have the proper equipment.  

8.  Adjourn:
	Marlow made a motion to adjourn.   Russ seconded. Motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 9:18 p.m.  
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