Hatch Town Board Meeting

November 19, 2015

Hatch Town Board Present:  Mayor Ron Riggs, Merrill Burrows & Chad Justus

Staff Present:  Ben Neilson, Jacie Torgersen & Kerri Justus

1. Meeting Called to Order


Mayor Riggs welcomed everyone to the meeting.  The meeting began with Mayor Riggs offering an opening prayer and Councilor Justus leading those present in the pledge.
2. Approval of Previous Minutes


2.1 October 22, 2015

Councilor Burrows motioned to approve the minutes, Councilor Justus seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

3. Review Invoices, checks & financial report
3.1 October
Councilor Justus motioned to approve the October invoices and Councilor Burrows seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
5.1 CIB Grant Report
Ensign Engineering was unable to attend the meeting tonight but they have begun working on the town’s project.  Ben Neilson will be meeting with them on Monday to survey the water system.

5.2 2015 Financial Report
Councilor Burrows motioned to accept the financial report compiled by Kimball & Roberts and Councilor Justus seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.

5.3 Capital Improvements List Update
The town will leave the Community Center/Fire Station update on the 1 year plan along with the General Plan Update.  On the 2-5 year plan the town will list a new storage tank for the water system and main street improvements.
5.4 Garfield County Tourism
There is a monthly meeting that is held and Jacie Torgersen asked if anyone would like to attend to represent the town.  Councilor Burrows feels like some business owners should be involved in this and have input.  Mayor Riggs said he will attend if Mrs. Torgersen can get him the information for the next meeting.

5.5 Christmas Party
The town will hold the Christmas Party on December 9th at 6pm.  Mayor Riggs will cook some pork roasts for the dinner and Jacie Torgersen will make assignments for the rest of the food.

Ben Neilson & Mayor Riggs will get the lightbulbs changed in the snowflakes and Councilor Burrows will make arrangements to have Garkane hang them up.

5.6 Wildland Fire Truck/Snow Plow Repair
Hutch transferred the pump from the Wildland Fire Truck over to the Snow Plow truck and did some repair on the snow plow.  For the welding and work he did the estimated bill is $1,737.  He would like to trade the old Wildland Truck for the work that was done.  Councilor Burrows is tracking down the title to the truck and then everyone felt like that was a good idea as long as a paper trail was made for the trade.

6. Ordinances

6.1 2015-05 Mobile Coach Ordinance
This was tabled until the next meeting.

7. Report of Officers – boards – committees


7.1 Water Department – 



7.1.a Water Usage



Well #4 produced 1,089,000 gallons for November.


7.1.b Access to road at Well #4



The town is drafting a letter to the owners of the property to provide the town with a key to their lock.  The town has a public easement that they have been using for over 20 years to access the well which was done with the water project in 1993.  Mayor Riggs and Jacie Torgersen will take care of the letter.


7.1.c UPS Battery Replacement



The battery has burned up.  It will be cheaper to replace than repair.  The town has had it for 5 years.  Mr. Neilson made a reasonable effort to get 3 bids for the battery replacement and only got one response.  Councilor Burrows motioned to approve $681 for a new UPS Battery Replacement for the SCADA system and Councilor Justus seconded the motion.


7.1.d Well Cleaning



The agenda was supposed to say tank cleaning, Mrs. Torgersen made an error.  There is algae growing on the outside of the water tank.  Mr. Neilson notified the state and they have been down to inspect it.  Mr. Neilson said the town needs to send the state a letter stating that they are aware of the problem and what they plan to do to take care of it.
Mr. Neilson suggested that the town approach Marv Wilson in the subdivision to put another one there.  There is a plan for a 50,000 gallon tank for the subdivision so the town and the Wilson’s could combine to make a bigger one. The town will need a bigger tank with the property that has been annexed into town.  There is grant money available from the Division of Drinking Water.

Ben Neilson thanked the town for the Halloween Party.  He said it turned out well.  Councilor Burrows also thanked Mr. Neilson for organizing it and cleaning up afterwards.

Mr. Neilson has installed two 10lb fire extinguishers in the DUP building as requested by Risk Management.  The town now has a set of keys to the DUP building in the office.  The town needs to get a set of keys for Planning & Zoning Chairman Lewis Barney.

The water at Riverside Campground is off at the request of the owner, Bob Newsted.  The line is closed and drained and the fire hydrant is not operational.  The fire hydrant is tagged.

The SCADA system is having some problems and giving false alarms.  The problem is in the programming of the computer.  The water level of the tank is 16 ft. and on the SCADA system on the computer is says 14 ft.  There are also problems with the pressure and the transmitter.  The problem has been going on for 5 months.  Mr. Neilson is trying to get ahold of someone who can fix it
8. Unfinished Business
Councilor Justus said that Gene Wilson’s water meter repair will have to wait until Spring due to the cold weather.  

Councilor Burrows is looking into have the approaches off of highway 89 fixed for the town.  There is some work that needs to be done in front of Café Adobe also.  He suggested that the town could maybe have Barry Huntington, the county attorney contact the state road department.

10. Adjournment
Councilor Justus motioned to adjourn at 8:15pm and Councilor Burrows seconded the motion, the vote was unanimous.
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