Emery County Public Lands Meeting

December 1, 2015

10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

PLC:  Rod Player, Sherrel Ward, Bruce Wilson, Laren Huntsman, Ed Geary
PLC Staff:  Ray Peterson, Chelsea Guymon
Public: Brandon Behling, Bryan Torgerson, Larry Johansen, Darren Olsen, Kenny Wintch, Kristine Curry, Joel Boomgarden, Paula Wellnitz, Kelsey Berg, Jessica Grow, Jacob Palma, Val Payne, Commissioner Paul Cowley, Randy Johnson, Commissioner Keith Brady
Excused:  Mistie Christiansen, Mark H. Williams
1. Welcome: Rod welcomed everyone to the meeting.
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Motion by Ed to accept the minutes with a second from Bruce. 
3.  Chairman Comments: Rod talked about Envision Utah. Envision Utah had 52,000 people take a survey about what they want in Utah. Some of the goals listed were: improve collaboration to establish balanced mosaic of appropriate uses of public lands, preserve scenic beauty, maintain and improve habitats and eco systems and water sheds, ensure access to a wide variety of recreation opportunities, improve local food production and self sufficiency, promote energy self sufficiency, and foster job growth in economic development. It was then broken down into 11 topics and covered further. Many of the items listed related to our area. Some of those items are: agriculture, air quality, disaster resilience, education, jobs and economy, public lands, recreation, transportation and community, energy, water, and cost of living. Rod wanted to make the council aware of this survey and the information it had. 
None of the terms for current Public Lands Council will be up this coming year. However, there is a vacant spot that may be filled. The Council reviewed the tentative meeting dates for the upcoming year. The dates may need to be modified should County Commission meeting dates be changed. In January Officers will also need to be elected. 
4.  Commission Report on PLI: Randy spoke to Fred Ferguson about the language for the PLI. Congressman Rob Bishop is going through the language himself currently. Where it's December it's not likely that we will get a hearing by the end of the year or even if we will see the language by the end of the year. The language will have to be received and reviewed before we have a hearing. There will be a working meeting on December 15th where the council will discuss the PLI.
5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM): NEPA Coordinator Jacob Palma reported that the public meeting on the Sage Grouse management plan had a low turn out. They are hoping to work with the community on the Sage Grouse management plan. Received public comments on the Horse Bench drilling area. The proposal is for 16 new drill pads. The EA has been finalized and signed for the dredging of Millsite. Wild Burro gather has been rescheduled for mid March. Cottonwood vegetation treatment project will be to remove pinion and juniper trees to open habitat for sage grouse and other wildlife in the area. Range Creek fuel and restoration project is still in litigation. Courts have declined to dismiss the case. The San Rafael Desert Master Leasing Plan is an attempt to resolve some of the issues concerning oil and gas leasing. They are doing what is called a currative NEPA which is to hopefully resolve some of those assessments. They are hoping to do scoping for the Master Leasing Project in April. Goblin Valley State Park may be expanded whether or not the PLI moves forward. 
Division of Water Rights (DWRi): No Representative. 
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM): No Representative.
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR): Brandon Behling reported that the Aquatics Division is finishing up with boat inspections and decontaminations at Lake Powell. Next meeting there will be an IAS update. The Sport Fish Biologist checked the Tiger Muskies at Joe's Valley and they are doing well. Ice is starting to form on the reservoir so we need to be aware of thin ice sections. Gun's and Gal's event in Green River to help women be familiar with firearms. December 5th there will be a Big Horn Sheep watch. Due to the warmer weather the sheep have stayed higher up. 20% increase on the South side of the San Rafael for sheep population and a 30% increase on the North sheep population. Rusty Robinson is the new Big Horn Sheep coordinator and will help with the research into the Big Horn Sheep herds. There have been a couple of complications with the research of the herds concerning the collars releasing and batteries dying before the collars could be found. Law enforcement will be doing late night patrolling to hopefully prevent poaching and wildlife harassment. The Habitat Section has been doing a lot of work out on Cedar Mountain that is wrapping up now. Management plan to be put in place for the management of mule deer. They are hoping for more deer migration since they have decided not to increase the number of permits sold. The community was concerned about hunter over population if the number of permits sold was increased.  
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA): Bryan Torgerson reported that Ron Torgerson has left SITLA and has been hired at the Division of Forestry and State Lands and Slate Stewart has been hired to replace him at SITLA. Agreed to extend the contract for the Green River Industrial Park an additional 5 years. Delivered to the BLM a Joe's Valley land lease agreement so that the SITLA land can be used for recreation. The new grazing rules have received positive comments and will need to go out for public comment. Kenny Winch the lead archeologist for SITLA presented on the Old Spirit Railroad Grade and invited Emery County to partner with them on a project concerning the railroad grade. They are doing this as part of their  stewardship focus. They would like Emery County to be their primary partner in the development of the Spirit Railroad project. They would like to put information on their website about the railroad grade. They would also like to build some minimal interpretive structures at the railroad site. A couple of buck rail fences and a kiosk are the only things they plan on building so when the site is visited the public has some information on the site. They would like Emery County's help with the stewardship of this site to make sure no vandalism is done to the site. They also plan on working with the BLM on this project as well as the State Historical Department. SITLA would like to build up the history for this site since there is very little information known about it. It was suggested to put information and pictures of other sites similar to this one on the kiosk. They would like to complete this project in 2016. There is a rock art panel on South Temple Mountain Wash where they would like to do a similar project to help protect and preserve the ancient rock art.
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF): Jessica Grow reported that they are preparing to transition for forest plan revision. Seasonal jobs for the Summer will be announced in January. They are doing visitor use surveys to find out what recreationists are doing in the forests. The adopt a crag in October where they did a trash cleanup with the BLM and  the Salt Lake Climbers alliance was a success with 25 volunteers showing up to help. Christmas Tree Tags are on sale now for $10.
Utah State Parks & Recreation: Larry Johansen reported that they are currently recruiting for a ranger. They are close to having the electric hook-ups completed at all of the sites in Huntington State Park. James Wells the Naturalist at Goblin Valley will be moving to Little Wild Horse. His position will be vacant for 30 days and then they will begin advertising for the position. The Disc Golf Tournament in Green River went really well. Green River State Park received capital money to improve their bathrooms.
Washington Delegation Staff: Kelsey Berg reported that Congressman Chaffetz joined the Congressional Coal Caucus which is a bipartisan group of 67 members who all represent coal districts. Joined a bicranial letter with Senator Ross out of Wyoming to Director Kornsey of the BLM concerning the management of Wild Horses and Burros across the west. Chaffetz joined Senator Hatch and Lee in expressing concern over postponement of oil and gas lease sale to   Director Kornsey. Joined a letter to Appropriation's Chairman Hal Rogers requesting the stream protection rule not be funded during this appropriation process. This rule targets coal ash. Joined a letter that Congressman Stewart is heading that is requesting full funding of PILT. There was a Resolution of the House regarding the Ozone rules that the EPA has put out. The house is voting on Senate Resolution 23 and 24. Resolution 23 is regarding clean power plants for new power plants and resolution 24 is regarding existing power plants. The President has threatened to veto these but it is expected that the House will approve it. There is no new news concerning the coal port our of Oakland California. There are questions on whether or not the CIB can use their money on the port. 
6.  Additional Issues from Council Members: Sherrel reported that the average basin water index is 80% of normal. We are below average for precipitation but we are where we were last year. The Bouldering Festival went really well. There were 60-100 participants at all of the activities. Half of the boulderers in attendance had never been to Emery County before and really enjoyed our area. Jordan asked them what their greatest needs were and they said it was showers and bathrooms, so this is something we need to work on. Next year they are planning on doing the festival in October.
7.  Concerned Citizens: There was a question about how we will promote the bouldering festival globally. The boulderers are very active on social media so if we are posting there they will see it. Commissioner Cowley stated that there are preconceived notions that what is coming out of the stacks at the power plants is pollution, when in reality it is water vapor. Education about the plants is very important. Our area is one of the top 3 states for bouldering and in the top 5 in the world.
8.  Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned. 

