 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Emery County Public Lands Working Meeting

December 15, 2015

10:00 a.m. Emery County Courthouse

PLC: Rod Player, Ed Geary, JR Nelson, Mistie Christiansen, Sherell Ward, Bruce Wilson, Laren Hunstman

PLC Staff: Ray Peterson, Chelsea Guymon

Public: Kelsey Berg, Patsy Stoddard, Randy Johnson, Jordan Leonard, Ryan Wilcox, Commissioner Ethan Migliori, Commissioner Paul Cowley, Commissioner Keith Brady

1. Welcome: Rod welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending. 

2. Consideration and Possible Recommendation to Emery County Commission of Congressman Bishop’s Public Lands Initiative: Since March we have been waiting on the language that will be in the bill. In the event that the bill falls through we need to be prepared. Laren mentioned the antiquities language and his concern on how it could kill the bill if it is in the bill. It was also mentioned that the antiquities language will need the Commissions approval. Ray suggested that we write a letter that shows that we are still in support of the bill and send it to the Commissioners and Congressman’s Bishop’s office. Randy discussed SUWA and their stance on the bill and the antiquities language. Ethan discussed his view on the antiquities language and the challenges he faces from the two opposing sides. Ethan also pointed out that if we don’t move forward with the antiquities language now we are going to be in this position again in 5 years without it. Antiquities language will protect our public lands where if we don’t have the antiquities language our public lands could be put in danger of being designated as a Presidential Monument.  Mistie agreed that we need a guarantee that our lands will be safe now and in the future. Congressman Chaffetz’s office has been very helpful in getting the language written. Information concerning the bill containing antiquities language has been leaked to the public and now the environmental community is unhappy and has put Emery County in a difficult position. We need to figure out a way to have the antiquities language in the bill while also keeping all parties happy. We don’t want to chance being targeted later on as an area that a monument could be designated in. If a monument is designated we will lose any control that we currently have. At this point we will gain nothing from backing out of the bill. Fortunately our County plan has a lot included that could help it pass as a stand alone bill. It was suggested that we need to have a set of circumstances that if they happen we need to be prepared with another plan moving forward. We need to make it clear that we are not going away and that we intend to move forward with the PLI since it has been such a long process. Randy said we need to be regularly engaging with representatives in DC and in our State so that we are taken seriously. We need to continually have our issue in front of those who matter. The bill will have to go through Congress whether or not we decide to move forward independently. Ray met with Ahmed about the expansion of Goblin Valley and Ahmed said that the park will be expanding whether the PLI goes through or not. Congressman Bishop is going through the language himself to be sure that everything is in place. We need to contact PEW and the Wilderness Society about our position being unchanged. We need to send a couple of our council members to DC after the language has been released to touch bases with representatives in DC to see how the bill is being received. The Commissioners stated that they agree with everything that has been discussed thus far. Commissioner Cowley stated that he is very impressed with how positive and together the Public Lands Council is on this issue. The current Public Lands Council will be here next year to continue to work on the bill and will be available to help the Commissioners in any way possible. Ryan said we should make sure that our local citizens are aware of our intentions with this bill so we have local support also. Kelsey pointed out the importance of us having a voice in DC as we move forward. Randy said it would be beneficial to have someone from the Public Lands Council go to DC to meet those that would be involved with our bill. Bruce said it would be beneficial to have more tours of our area with those who support us and with those who are still on the fence. We need to make sure that when the language comes out everyone is aware. Laren discussed the benefit we could have having Pacifi Corp on our side politically. It was pointed out that it is beneficial that Western Energy Alliance is on our side also. We need to contact those who would bring us the most support now.  
3. Adjourn: Meeting Adjourned

