
MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, EPHRAIM CITY HALL
5 SOUTH MAIN, EPHRAIM, UTAH
JULY 22, 2015 
6:00 PM



CALL TO ORDER
The Ephraim City Council convened in a Regular City Council Meeting on Wednesday, July 22, 2015, in the City Council Room.  Mayor Squire called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  


OPENING CEREMONY
Councilmember Tyler Alder offered an opening prayer.  Councilmember Terry Lund led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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ROLL CALL	

MEMBERS PRESENT			    Richard Squire, Mayor   		
John Scott, Mayor Pro Tem
Tyler Alder 
Margie Anderson 
Terry Lund
Alma Lund 

	
	
	
	

	STAFF PRESENT 
Brant Hanson, City Manager
Bryan Kimball, City Planner
Leigh Ann Warnock, City Recorder
Steve Widmer, Financial Director
Ron Rasmussen, Police Chief
Chad Parry, Public Works Director

	
PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment presented.


I.	PRESENTATIONS

A.	DEER POPULATION CONTROL

Officer Len Gasser was asked to research options regarding urban deer population control and addressed the council with his findings.  

According to the Divisions of Natural Resources and Wildlife Resources, a city with a resident deer population that is significantly damaging private property or threatening public safety within its boundaries may request a certificate of registration (“COR”) to design, create and administer an urban deer control plan.    Plans implemented by other cities include:

· Bait Stations – where a few acres are available within city limits, a platform may be erected to allow authorized people to shoot visible deer with bows and arrows.  Questionable issues brought up with this plan included political issues and missed shots causing liability issues. 

· Officers authorized to shoot deer with rifles bearing silencers – Issues discussed included ramifications and liability should an officer miss or the bullet go through an animal endangering property and individuals in the area.

· Firecrackers – Some municipalities allow residents to use firecrackers to scare deer off their property.  Issues discussed included deer being scared off from one property then become a problem to another residents, and the problem is not solved.

DWR does not take responsibility for the animals at this time.  If enough cities pushed the issue, they may.  

Councilmember Alma Lund arrived at the meeting at 6:09 p.m.

Officer Gasser commented the cause of damages attributed to deer are often, in fact, caused by raccoons and rock chucks.  He volunteered to make himself available to respond to complaints, investigate the cause of damage, and take care of problems from that point.   

Mayor Squire asked Officer Gasser to check out all details of each plan discussed and report back to the City Manager.

B.	PRESENTATION AND SWEARING IN OF THE 2015-2016 YOUTH CITY COUNCIL

Ephraim Youth City Council advisors, Juli Arnoldsen and Jill Nielson presented the new YCC members who were duly sworn to office by the City Recorder.  Those in attendance were Jakob Durtschi, Weston Cherry, Noah Arnoldsen, Jacob Nielson, Ethan Braithwaite, Brayden Shelley, Cody Alder, Kyler Nelson, Jordan Howe, Samuel Benson, McKinley Wintch, Kenra Ray, Breann Barton, Leah Howe, Lillian Beth Bean, Kjerstin Birch, Kaylin Morris, Tessa Welch, and Amy Lund.

II.	  MOTION AGENDA

A.	 APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER

The Council reviewed the Warrant Register of July 21, 2015.

Councilmember John Scott moved to approve the July 21, 2015 Warrant Register as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Terry Lund.   A roll call vote was taken:  voting “yes” Councilmembers Tyler Alder, Alma Lund, Margie Anderson, Terry Lund, and John Scott. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.


B.  Ratification of previously approved July 7, 2015 Warrant Register. 

C.  Ratification of previously approved July 13, 2015 Warrant Register.

Councilmember Margie Anderson moved to ratify the previously approved July 7th and 13th Warrant Registers.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Tyler Alder.   A roll call vote was taken:  voting “yes” Councilmembers Tyler Alder, Alma Lund, Margie Anderson, Terry Lund, and John Scott. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.


III.  RESOLUTION AGENDA

A. RESOLUTION ECR 15-10:  CONSOLIDATED FEE SCHEDULE

The Consolidated Fee Schedule includes updated garbage and water rates, library fees and cemetery deed transfer fees, and adds a fee for color copies.  The Council wished to make some changes to the draft as presented, eliminating the word “Ordinance” and changing “Cemetery Fee” to “Capital Improvement” as previously listed.  A separate effective date of October 1, 2015 will be added for the increased water rates to non-residents. 

Councilmember Margie Anderson moved to approve changes to the draft of ECR 15-10, Consolidated Fee Schedule as listed above. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Alma Lund.   A roll call vote was taken:  voting “yes” Councilmembers Tyler Alder, Alma Lund, Margie Anderson, Terry Lund, and John Scott. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

Councilmember Terry Lund moved to approve ECR 15-10, Consolidated Fee Schedule, with changes.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember John Scott.   A roll call vote was taken:  voting “yes” Councilmembers Tyler Alder, Alma Lund, Margie Anderson, Terry Lund, and John Scott. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.


IV.   APPOINTMENTS AND COUNCIL REPORTS

     Margie Anderson
ECHA – The Housing Authority has been working on a new playground and hope it will be completed soon.  Labor will be provided as part of an Eagle Scout project.

    Terry Lund
Library Board – The Library Board will be voting on names for three new board members:  Jenny Anderson, Ilene Anderson and Shelley Lutes.

Councilmember Terry Lund moved to approve the names of Jenny Anderson, Ilene Anderson and Shelley Lutes as potential Library Board Members.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember John Scott.   A roll call vote was taken:  voting “yes” Councilmembers Tyler Alder, Alma Lund, Margie Anderson, Terry Lund, and John Scott. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.

Councilmember Terry Lund commented some other changes will be made at the library as well.  Lori Voshall has been hired as a Co-Director and will begin work on August 3rd.   The Current Director, Shaneen Wintch and Lori are excited to work together.  Lori will be in charge of operations, while Shaneen’s focus will be on staff.  There will be a delineation of duties that will be written in job descriptions.  Both will be working with the public.  Appropriate changes will be made to the budget as needed to accommodate this change.  

Cemetery – There has been a problem with older headstones tipping over.  Terry asked if the money in the Cemetery Capital Improvement Fund could be used for those repairs.  Brant said some discussion could take place regarding that issue.  

    
V.  DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Fire Department – Chief Steck reported when the new fire station was built, some equipment was left in the old building in order for it to be more convenient to certain fire fighters.  That arrangement is no longer of value he feels he has lost control with all fire fighters not having their equipment under one roof.

New trucks will not fit in the old building; they looked into raising the roof or adding on to the newer building to accommodate all trucks and equipment and came up with the most feasible option of putting in another door on the west side.  

The existence of two stations also has an adverse effect on the City’s ISO rating.  Lesser used equipment could remain in the long North Bay at the old station. The police Department could also use the west building to put vehicles in, etc.  Councilmember Alma Lund feels there would be enough money in the Fire Department budget to make these renovations.  This item will come for discussion for the next budget year.

Bryan Kimball, City Planner
UDOT – “As of today, the Main Street Beautification Project is complete.”

Aquifer Feasibility Study – Bryan met today in Pleasant Grove with the Deputy Director of Water to initiate a feasibility study.  Field work will begin now and then they will analyze water samples at various points to get a feel for a solid model for the aquifer.  

Tunnel – Bryan attended another meeting today regarding the Ephraim Tunnel.  He was shown a demo of the concrete that will shore up the tunnel, and that project will go out to bid in August.  Crews will start cleaning out the tunnel this fall in preparation.  

Sewer Project – We have had the first startup of pivot line in the sewer lagoon.  Everything is complete except for the SCADA.  

Chad Parry, Public Works Director
Water Supply – “Water levels are looking really good considering the weather.”  We have not had to turn on the well at all, but have the State’s permission to use it if needed.  The lowest the water levels have been is 70% so far.  There has not been a need to ration yet.  Ephraim is doing better than all of the other towns in the county.

Flowers – Residents have complimented all the flowers on Main Street.  There have been a few problems with the watering system, but all is fixed and things will work smoother next year.

Roads – Chad was asked to check on a few roads and he will fix things as needed.

Ron Rasmussen, Chief of Police
New Vehicles – the new vehicle has been ordered to replace Officer Hansen’s car which will then be used for part-time officers and the SRO as needed.

Snow College  – Bob Wright will be going to part-time status, and Rick Rasmussen has been hired as another full-time officer.

Personnel - Ephraim City is down an officer and five applications have come in for the new position.

Steve Widmer, Financial Director
[bookmark: _GoBack]Insurance Dividend – PEHP has sent a dividend check in the amount of $5,500.  “Our insurance company does a very good job.”


VI.   SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS

City Attorney -   Brant Hanson introduced Marcus Gilson, Ephraim’s new City Attorney.  He has already been a great help with some of the projects the City is working on.

Airport – The Manti/Ephraim Airport will be closed tomorrow while punch list items are completed; pilots have been notified.  

Motel - Zions Bank purchased and then sold the motel on Main Street.  The new owners have no current plans for the property, but would like to tear the building down.  Brant proposed at the Mayor’s and Commissioner’s meeting, and they approved, sponsoring a project or demolition, waiving all tipping fees for economic development purposes.  Brant is currently working on a policy defining the waived fees as a forgivable loan dependent on certain conditions being fulfilled.  The County has offered some funding to help with this project as well.    

VII. CLOSED SESSION

Councilmember Margie Anderson moved to go into a Closed Session pursuant to the provisions of the Utah State Code, Section(s) 52-4-205(d) and (e) for the purpose of discussing purchase, exchange, or lease of real property, and sale of real property.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Alma Lund.  The motion was unanimous.  The motion carried.
Councilmember Terry Lund moved the Council adjourn the closed session and reopen the public meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Margie Anderson.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.  


ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Council for consideration, Councilmember Tyler Alder moved the Regular Council Meeting adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Terry Lund.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

The next regular City Council meeting is scheduled to be held on August 5, 2015, starting at 6:00 p.m. in the Ephraim City Council room.


MINUTES APPROVED:



___________________________________				_____________________
Mayor									Date




ATTEST:



___________________________________				_____________________
City Recorder								Date
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