
MINUTES OF A REGULAR EPHRAIM CITY COUNCIL MEETING
EPHRAIM CITY BUILDING
5 S. MAIN
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 17, 2015
5:30 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT				STAFF PRESENT
Richard Squire, Mayor				City Accountant Steve Widmer
John Scott, Mayor Pro Tem				Cory Daniels, Power Superintendent
Tyler Alder						Barbara Davies, Secretary		
Margie Anderson					Ron Rasmussen, Police Chief
Alma Lund
Terry Lund

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE
See Attached.

WORK SESSION

Councilmembers reviewed the agenda for the Regular session.  Planner Kimball explained Davies Development proposed four-lot subdivision, consisting of the parent lot; where the existing home would remain, and three other lots created for the purpose of building duplexes. The proposed use fits the guidelines of the R2 Zone, which is a medium density residential zone.   The primary question in regards to the subdivision is the width of the road.  There is an existing lane approximately 15 feet wide, and the developer would widen the lane along his frontage to meet the twenty-four foot asphalt road requirement, with curb and sidewalk along his frontage.  Due to the logistics of the surrounding property and West Campus, this lane would most likely never be able to become a full size city road; however, staff feel twenty-four feet is adequate for safety vehicle access.  The developer is also required to put in curb, gutter, and sidewalk improvements for the entire development, including the parent lot with the existing house. 

Councilmembers are concerned about a twenty-four foot road not leaving room for any on-street parking. City ordinance requires 1 ½ parking spaces per bedroom for rental units. The developer is planning three bedrooms per unit, and feels he has enough property to provide the required amount of parking.  Planner Kimball told the Council a few utility issues still need to be resolved, most notably with the relocation of the existing overhead power and extending the sewer main to this property from the west; however, the Planning Commission is recommending preliminary approval for the development, based on utilities being worked out according to the satisfaction of city staff.  

Power Superintendent Cory Daniels told the Council the developer was hoping to have them run a power line underground, and remove the overhead power-line and pole.  Cory doesn’t see this as a problem; however, the developer will need to work with Manti Telephone and CentraCom in regards to any issues they may have.  

City Accountant Steve Widmer explained the resolution setting the yearly tax rate to the Council.  Although the valuation for homes -- within city limits -- went up this year, the tax rate actually went down.  

Planner Kimball told the Council the public hearing, to be held later this evening, was for the vacation of a portion of alley way, currently being used as a part of the LDS Church property. The existing alley is apparently 33 feet wide, but has not historically been used as a public access and development has encroached into this area over the years. There are at least three conflicting surveys for the area; however, the Church had their property, and the surrounding properties surveyed again, with the County Surveyor agreeing in concept with the approach of the church’s survey.  The property will be deeded to the adjoining property owner, which in this case is the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  Planner Kimball said this particular petition to vacate a portion of this alley way only resolves the situation in regards to the Church; however, future discussions will need to be had to solve problems related to the conflicting surveys held by neighboring property owners.

COUNCILMEMBER TYLER ALDER MOVED TO CLOSE THE WORK MEETING AT 5:56 PM.  COUNCILMEMBER TERRY LUND SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR. THE MOTION CARRIED.


REGULAR SESSION

Mayor Richard Squire called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 PM.  Councilmember John Scott offered the opening prayer.  Mayor Richard Squire led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD
No public comment was offered.

COUNCILMEMBER MARGIE ANDERSON MOVED TO OPEN THE PUBLIC HEARING AT 6:05 P.M. FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECEIVING PUBLIC COMMENT REGARDING THE VACATING OF PUBLIC ALLEY WAY AT APPROX. 148 W 430 N, AND THE DISPOSTION OF REAL PROPERTY TO THE ADJOINING PROPERTY OWNER.  COUNCILMEMBER ALMA LUND SECONDED THE MOTION.  ALL WERE IN FAVOR.  THE MOTION CARRIED.

Resident Jeremy Andreasen told the Council he owns property located directly south of the church.  His property also borders the alley-way proposed to be vacated.  For the past several years he has talked with Planner Kimball regarding the matter, and is proposing the City Council do with other property owners the same as they are proposing to do with the Church, so everyone receives the same treatment.  Jeremy has a copy of the approved plans for building the church, along with the original site plan showing the alley-way. Why the alley-way was overlooked, he is not sure.  He also has other City documents which seem to show favoritism towards the Church.  Jeremy has been disappointed with this whole process.  He received notice in regards to the church being built a block away from his business; however, the next thing he knew the church was being built next door. He doesn’t remember receiving a letter from the city in regards to another public hearing being held. He was also not able to track down a Certificate of Occupancy from the County. He feels the entire church development was done incorrectly. 

A year after the church was built, the city received a complaint about the dust his business was making, and his business license was held up, until the problem was corrected. This ended up costing him $50,000 for new dust containment equipment.  Jeremy feels giving a portion of the alley-way to the Church, without presenting the same deal to rest of the property owners adjoining the alley-way is wrong. He would like the Council to start the process over, and hold a new public hearing, to include adjoining property owners receiving a portion of the alley-way.

Planner Kimball explained the alley-way was first reflected on an old incorporation plat map from the 1800’s.   When the railroad was abandoned along 200 West, it left some discrepancies in the surrounding surveys.  There are also errors on the original incorporation plat map that have caused confusion.  Since 2008 there have been three surveys performed by three different companies in this area, all showing different results of where the city right of way lies. When the church was notified of the discrepancy, they spent a year resurveying their property, and the surrounding properties, in order to correct the problem. Since the County Surveyor must ultimately approve any plat that gets recorded, he was approached as to which survey was correct.  He has agreed in concept to the approach of the church survey. 

Mark Greenwood, a consultant surveyor for the LDS Church, told the Council the Church understood an alley-way was initially located on the property; however, it was also their understanding that the city would initiate the process to vacate the alley way. The LDS Church purchased the property from Ken Bailey on an acreage basis, and it wasn’t until Planner Kimball contacted them to let them know the County Recorder would not record their plat, until the alley-way had been vacated, that it hadn’t been done.  Again, the problem seems to be coming from an old survey map containing numerous errors.  To try and solve the problem, the Church came back and surveyed everything from the north side of Walmart, along Main Street, and beyond second west, to tie everything together; all of which takes time. Typically cities do not make application for the vacation of a right-of-way, and so the Church put together a petition to present to the City. Planner Kimball explained he was operating under instructions received, to deal with these properties on a case by case basis, and was moving forward with the application at hand.  A lot more detail is needed, and problems sorted out, dealing with three different surveys, in order to proceed in vacating the entire alley-way.

Councilmembers agreed to start the process over again of vacating the entire alley-way, and disposing of the public property. They also agreed to use the survey completed by the Church; and approved by the County Surveyor, for the entire vacation.

Councilmember Terry Lund moved to close the public hearing at 6:35 PM. Councilmember Margie Anderson seconded the motion. All were in favor.  

APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER
The Council reviewed the Warrant Register of June 16, 2015.

COUNCILMEMBER MARGIE ANDERSON MOVED TO APPROVE THE JUNE 16, 2015 WARRANT REGISTER AS PRESENTED.  COUNCILMEMBER TYLER ALDER SECONDED THE MOTION. COUNCILMEMBERS TYLER ALDER, MARGIE ANDERSON, ALMA LUND, TERRY LUND, AND JOHN SCOTT VOTED IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION.  THE MOTION CARRIED.

FOUR-LOT SUBDIVISION; DAVIES DEVELOPMENT
Planner Kimball explained the property for the proposed four-lot split is located in the R2 Zone. The surrounding properties to the north and west are located in the Industrial Zone.  The existing home would remain on one parcel, with three new lots created to the west, for the purpose of building three duplexes to be used as married student housing.  The R2 zone accommodates for the building of duplexes; however, the sixteen foot lane would need to be widened to twenty-four feet, and paved according to city specifications. Curb, gutter, and sidewalk will also need to be installed by the developer along the entire frontage, including the parent lot.  City staff is recommending preliminary approval, based on utility issues being resolved, and required parking accommodated for, as discussed previously.  The developer will also need to have the property blue-staked.  

Councilmembers discussed water issues previously experienced in the area.  The developer said the homes will be built slab-on-grade.  Planner Kimball told the Council it is important to acknowledge the alley lane, widened to twenty-four feet, may never become a full width road, due to it being located west of Snow College, where space is limited, but that as long as 24 feet of asphalt is required, that should be adequate for emergency vehicles and safety concerns.    

COUNCILMEMBER JOHN SCOTT MOVED TO APPROVE THE PRELIMINARY PLANS FOR DAVIES DEVELOPMENT FOUR-LOT SUBDIVISION, WITH A TWENTY-FOUR FOOT ROAD AND SIDEWALK, ON CONDITION THE UTILITIES ARE WORKED OUT WITH STAFF.  COUNCILMEMBER MARGIE ANDERSON SECONDED THE MOTION.  COUNCILMEMBERS TYLER ALDER, MARGIE ANDERSON, ALMA LUND, TERRY LUND, AND JOHN SCOTT VOTED IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION.  THE MOTION CARRIED.

CANCEL THE JULY 1, 2015 COUNCIL MEETING
The first Council meeting in July is traditionally cancelled, due to its proximity to the Fourth of July Celebration.  

COUNCILMEMBER TERRY LUND MOVED TO CANCEL THE JULY 1, 2015 MEETING.  COUNCILMEMBER TYLER ALDER SECONDED THE MOTION.  COUNCILMEMBERS TYLER ALDER, MARGIE ANDERSON, ALMA LUND, TERRY LUND, AND JOHN SCOTT VOTED IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION.  THE MOTION CARRIED.


ECR 15-09; CERTIFIED TAX RATE
State law requires municipalities to adopt a certified tax rate each year.  Steve explained the components used to establish the 2015/2016 tax rate of .002313.  

COUNCILMEMBER MARGIE ANDERSON MOVED TO APPROVE RESOLUTION ECR 15-09, ADOPTING THE CERTIFIED TAX RATE FOR THE 2015/2016 YEAR OF .002313. COUNCILMEMBER TERRY LUND SECONDED THE MOTION.  COUNCILMEMBERS TYLER ALDER, MARGIE ANDERSON, ALMA LUND, TERRY LUND, AND JOHN SCOTT VOTED IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION.  THE MOTION CARRIED.

COUNCILMEMBER REPORTS
John Scott – The Ambulance Association would like to meet with the City Council in a Closed session.

Alma Lund – Repairs to the Fire Station have been made, with the exception of the window. 

Margie Anderson – Newly appointed Youth City Council members will be coming to the July 15th  Council meeting to be officially sworn in.  They would like to conduct a Youth City Council meeting in correlation with the City Council.  ECHA is working on the details for a Park to be installed in the new subdivision. Chad’s crew may be able to help depending on their work schedule. An Eagle project is also in the works.  

Tyler Alder – thanked the Lion’s Club for their great job at the tournament held last week. Ephraim City was well represented in teams. Recreation Coordinator Phil Murray is to be thanked as well. 

Concerns exist regarding bringing fuel to the Airport, as it has to be checked every day. Manti/Ephraim representatives will need to figure out who is going to be responsible to perform the task. Reports will need to be made, and turned into the FAA, as well.  Steve told the Council there are conflicting reports as to how often the fuel needs to be checked. The credit card system has been set up, but is not functioning properly; however, the contractor is working to solve the problem. Filters for the fuel pumps are supposed to be changed on an annual basis, or more frequently if needed, depending on the amount of fuel being used.  They are quite expensive, and money will need to be budgeted to accommodate for the extra expense.  

Tyler asked about the sign for the Splash Pad, which should have been installed last year.  Staff will contact the company to figure out why the delay.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Cory Daniels – reported they have started placing power for Maple Leaf Seed Company’s new project. An underground power-line is also being run at the back fence line of the Co-op building running to the new Cache Valley Bank building, with the overhead line to be eliminated.  They are working on future upgrades, and will need to hire an Engineering firm to help with the design. This will be a budget item for next year.  The Hydros continue to be in good shape, and the Springs are doing well.  A drip system was completed in the light poles with the hanging plants along Main Street. Chad’s crew seemed grateful for the help, as the plants need to be watered quite frequently. 

Chief Ron Rasmussen – reported one of his officers had officially resigned. His last day is scheduled for June 30.  The job has already been posted, and will be closed when filled. 

Steve Widmer – will send the next warrant register to the Council for their approval, via e-mail, based on the July 1 meeting being cancelled.  The loan for the ambulance building needs to be looked at, and the item will be brought to the Council at their next meeting.  A few adjustments will be made to the budget, prior to it being presented to the Council for their approval. The adjustments are in regards to the Airport project, and the Main Street Beautification project.

Planner Bryan Kimball – there is no clear and easy answer in regards to the differing surveys for the alley-way located west of town, as talked about previously.  The best approach may be to bring all three surveyors to the table to discuss the matter; however, someone will likely need to pay for their time.  

The FAA did a final walk through of the Airport a few days ago.  A few punch items are left, which mostly involve the clear zone swept free of debris.  UDOT held a preconstruction meeting in regards to widening the highway through town, and to the North.  They plan to start July 1, and hope to complete the project within a three months period of time.  A PR person has been hired to talk to business owners, etc. They have also offered to help the city with the cost of relocating the “Welcome to Ephraim” Sign.  We should see a cooperative agreement coming from them shortly.

A meeting for the design and placement of the Amphitheatre sound system and lighting is scheduled for next week. Justin Osmond will be working with the city on that project. The Amphitheater shell has been fabricated, and should be installed within the next couple of weeks.  The grant for the amphitheater was extended until the end of the year.  

The permitting process for repair of the Tunnel is underway, and all parties involved seem willing to work with us to help expedite the project. 

A meeting was held in regards to the South-West annexation.  Survey costs came in lower than expected, at approx. $4700.  The city’s portion for just the city properties is $2700.  We are working towards an equitable split, with the other property owners involved, for the remaining portion. Currently there are three property owners with property located in the annexation area, who do not want to be a part of it, due to an increase in property taxes. Planner Kimball talked with the County Assessor, and was told those with property remaining in greenbelt would see very little increase; however, once the property is taken out of greenbelt, a substantial increase would likely apply.  

ADJOURNMENT

COUNCILMEMBER TERRY LUND MOVED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 7:30 PM COUNCILMEMBER TYLER ALDER SECONDED THE MOTION.  COUNCILMEMBERS TYLER ALDER, MARGIE ANDERSON, ALMA LUND, TERRY LUND, AND JOHN SCOTT VOTED IN FAVOR OF THE MOTION.  THE MOTION CARRIED.
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