
MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, EPHRAIM CITY HALL
5 SOUTH MAIN, EPHRAIM, UTAH
JANUARY 7, 2015 
6:00 PM



CALL TO ORDER
The Ephraim City Council convened in a Regular City Council Meeting on Wednesday, January 7, 2014, in the City Council Room.  Mayor Squire called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.  


OPENING CEREMONY
Councilmember Alma Lund offered an opening prayer.  Mayor Squire led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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ROLL CALL	

MEMBERS PRESENT			    Richard Squire, Mayor   		
John Scott, Mayor Pro Tem
Tyler Alder 
Margie Anderson 
Alma Lund 
Terry Lund
	
			    
	
	
	
	
	
	STAFF PRESENT 
Brant Hanson, City Manager
Bryan Kimball, City Planner
Leigh Ann Warnock, City Recorder
Steve Widmer, Financial Director
Ron Rasmussen, Police Chief
Chad Parry, Public Works Director
Cory Daniels, Power Director

	
PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment presented.


I.	PRESENTATIONS

A.	WYATT ANDERSON

Power Director, Cory Daniels, Congratulated Wyatt Anderson for completing his 2nd year step test for Journeyman/Lineman.  The students are required to climb a pole and do a project for this test.  There is also a written test and a transformer test that must each be passed at 98%.  Wyatt passed all portions of the test and Cory commented that Wyatt is a great asset to the city and he is appreciated by the whole department.  He has been with the City just over two years.

Mayor Squire expressed appreciation to the Power Department.

B.	JEFF JENSEN:  

Public Works Director, Chad Parry, congratulated Jeff Jensen for receiving his Wastewater II Certification.  Chad commented when Jeff started with the city there were no ongoing certification requirements; they were expected to certify one time.  Jeff started in 1999 and he received his certifications in Collections II and Wastewater Treatment at that time.  This year the State required each city to have someone certified on Collections I and Treatment I by the end of the year.  Jeff had already achieved his Collections II certification but the city still needed to have the treatment certification.  It is a very, very difficult test.  Jeff hasn’t worked with treatment, but he stepped up to bat and passed the test making the city compliant.  Jeff is now certified for Collections II and Treatment II, putting the city ahead of the game.  

“The city doesn’t have a treatment plant and may not for a very long time, but we are ready and in compliance.  Congratulations and thanks to Jeff for stepping up and doing that.”  

II.	  MOTION AGENDA

A.	 APPROVAL OF WARRANT REGISTER

The Council reviewed the Warrant Register of January 6, 2015. 

Questions:
Landis Technologies.  For electrical reading system
Quest Financial Services.  Craig Elder who comes to assist with the finances.
Street Sander:  Upgrade for the sanding truck.  This was in the budget.

Councilmember Terry Lund moved to approve the January 6, 2014 Warrant Register as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Margie Anderson.  A roll call vote was taken.  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Alma Lund, Terry Lund, Margie Anderson, John Scott and Tyler Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

B.	 APPROVAL OF MINUTES

The Council reviewed the minutes of the December 3, 2014 City Council Work Meeting.

The Council reviewed the minutes of the December 3, 2014 regular City Council Meeting.

The Council reviewed the minutes of the December 15, 2014 Special City Council Meeting.

Councilmember John Scott moved to approve the December 3, 2014 Work Meeting minutes, the December 3, 2014 Regular City Council Meeting minutes and the December 16, 2014 Special Council Meeting minutes as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Tyler Alder.  A roll call vote was taken.  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Alma Lund, Terry Lund, Margie Anderson, John Scott and Tyler Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

C.	 APPROVAL OF STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS

1. AGREEMENT:  PERSONNEL SYSTEMS & SERVICES INC.

This agreement provides technical assistance to update the 2012 job study with a recommendation for a formal pay plan and facilitation of fine-tuning of job valuations as needed to affirm client satisfaction with internal pay grade assignments and relationships.

Councilmember Margie Anderson moved to approve the agreement with Personnel Systems & Service, Inc.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Terry Lund.  A roll call vote was taken.  Voting yes:  Councilmembers Alma Lund, Terry Lund, Margie Anderson, John Scott and Tyler Alder.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.


III.  RESOLUTION AGENDA

A. RESOLUTION ECR 15-01:  UTAH LEAGUE OF CITIES AND TOWNS TRANSPORTATION RESOLUTION

Councilmember Margie Anderson, who is also a ULCT Board Member, explained that this resolution is to encourage the State to address comprehensive transportation funding.  The gas tax alone is not resulting in enough to fix the roads that need fixing.  A lot of money was spent by the city on roads last year that cannot be duplicated every year.  This is a source of revenue that would add a quarter of a cent on sales tax in our city and would provide an ongoing source of revenue to be used for roads and ATV trails, walking and bike trails, etc.  Councilmember Anderson feels this would do nothing but benefit Ephraim City with a relatively low impact on the citizens.

Councilmember Scott commented he is concerned that they may begin messing with B&C road funds.  Margie commented she would bring up the subject in the ULCT Board Meeting next week and explained that the passage of this resolution does not bind the city to anything, it is simply a sign to the State that cities want them to look into matters.  

Councilmember Margie Anderson moved to adopt ECR 15-01, a resolution encouraging the State of Utah to address comprehensive transportation funding.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Tyler Alder.   A roll call vote was taken:  voting “yes” Councilmembers Tyler Alder, Margie Anderson, Alma Lund, Terry Lund, and John Scott. The vote was unanimous. The motion carried.



IV.  APPOINTMENTS AND COUNCIL REPORTS

Mayor Squire asked for a volunteer to serve on the task force for the personnel study.  With no reply, Mayor Squire asked Councilmember John Scott if he would be on the task force.  He agreed.

     Alma Lund
Fire Department – The Fire Department had an election to elect a chief.  Kerry Steck has been reinstated and will be appointed at the next meeting.  

    
V.    DEPARTMENT REPORTS

     Bryan Kimball, City Planner
UDOT – The city needs to renegotiate the contract with highways.  

Sewer Project – The project is more than 50% complete.  

Main Street – we are on track but will still need a budget amendment for the City’s portion of the project.

Amphitheater – Moving forward, almost ready to put on the cap.

Tunnel – applications going in within the next week or two.  Deadlines are coming up soon.

Cory Daniels, Power Director
Rocky Mountain Power – Planning to get the new switch in place in the next two months.  

Hydro – Cory got the transformer back for the old Hydro and they will get that up and going by next week.

Chad Parry, Public Works Director
Bell tower – We need to get that working.  It could play Christmas music during the Light Parade.

Water Supply – Last year water was a little below what it was the prior year for the springs.  This year we are up a little bit and looking better.  The snow pack is good.  Water is okay for next year.

Christmas Trees – Crews are picking up live trees through January.  They are being put at the shooting range and will eventually be burned.




Ron Rasmussen, Chief of Police
Department Meeting – The officers talked about issues going on around the country, including the controversy between officers and the Mayor in New York, etc.  They were counseled not to get involved in all that, but to be kind and compassionate with the citizens.  

Investigations – the officers are working hard and have a few good leads on current cases.  The officers have been instructed to patrol more and park less.  We want our officers to talk with citizens and get their input.  The Chief thanked the Mayor and Council for support received from them.  

Steve Widmer, Financial Director
Audit –Reviewing the finding, we have started the process of identifying all of the utilities for water, sewer, garbage and electricity that we are using and that need to be paid for.  Steve expressed gratitude for Candice and Leah who have worked miracles in bringing forward things that have not been done in the past.  They have put together a plan of action for the future.  

      Leigh Ann Warnock, City Recorder
Posting - Leigh Ann reported that 5th class cities are now required to post packets and minutes on the Utah State website, as well as agendas.


VI. SUMMARY OF CURRENT EVENTS

County Economic Development – The committee meets the first Tuesday of each month.  Kevin Christensen, the County Economic Development Director, gave a good report on the trail system.  Trails are getting difficult to use; snow banks block them for a significant amount of time.  They may possibly be moving those trails to make them accessible year-round.  They also talked about issues with the airport and other economic development topics. Mr. Hanson told Kevin he is welcome to advertise in the Ephraim City Hall.  

Tunnel – Mr. Hanson has been working with a lobbyist in DC who came across a grant opportunity that could potentially bring in more than a million dollars for the water tunnel.  Hopefully we will be able to get in on that funding.  The deadline hits mid-February.  


[bookmark: _GoBack]VII. CLOSED SESSION  

Councilmember Margie Anderson moved to go into a closed session pursuant to the provisions of the Utah State Code, Section 52-4-205 (c) Pending or reasonably imminent litigation.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember John Scott.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried. 
Councilmember Tyler Alder moved the Council adjourn the closed session and reopen the public meeting.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Terry Lund.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.  

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Council for consideration, Councilmember John Scott moved the Regular Council Meeting adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Margie Anderson.  The vote was unanimous.  The motion carried.

The next regular City Council meeting is scheduled to be held on January 21, 2015, starting at 6:00 p.m. in the Ephraim City Council room.



MINUTES APPROVED:



___________________________________				_____________________
Mayor									Date




ATTEST:



___________________________________				_____________________
City Recorder								Date
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