
Tooele City Council and
Tooele City Redevelopment Agency of Tooele City, Utah
Work Session Meeting Minutes

Date:  
Wednesday, November 18, 2015
Time:  
5:00 p.m.

Place:  
Tooele City Hall, Large Conference Room

90 North Main St., Tooele, UT

City Council Members Present:

Chairman Brad Pratt
Scott Wardle

Dave McCall
Steve Pruden

Debbie Winn

City Employees Present:

Mayor Patrick Dunlavy

Glenn Caldwell, Finance Director
Michelle Pitt, City Recorder
Roger Baker, City Attorney

Jim Bolser, Community Development and Public Works Director

Paul Hansen, City Engineer
Randy Sant, Redevelopment Agency Director
Brian Roth, Parks and Recreation Director

Rachelle Custer, City Planner

Minutes prepared by Michelle Pitt

1.  Open Meeting
Chairman Pratt called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.
2. Roll Call
Brad Pratt, Present

Steve Pruden, Present
Dave McCall, Present
Scott Wardle, Present

Debbie Winn, Present 
3. Discussion:

· City Beautification
Presented by Jeneal Dart and Sherrie Silcox, Civic League
Jeneal Dart explained that she has been digging weeds at the cemetery for quite some time.  She said that she was at the meeting to petition for more employees so that she doesn't have to do it anymore.  She stated that the City needs more employees to keep the City beautiful.  She suggested involving the community in this endeavor, including the 4-H, Eagles, Moose, Elks Club, youth groups, the Boys and Girls club, and other organizations.  She felt that the City needed a City manager, or someone to organize these groups into action.
Sherrie Silcox said she loves this City and hopes that everyone else does too.  She felt that citizens needed to be encouraged to take pride in the City.  If kids were involved in clean up it would help them to take pride in it.  Ms. Silcox mentioned that she would like to have everyone ready to help this spring, after the snow.  

Councilman Wardle stated that the City has ticketed homeowners more than ever this year for code violations.  He agreed that neighbors can be nuisances, but asked what the City can do other than fine them.  Ms. Silcox stated that if all were involved, it could change people's attitudes.  She suggested submitting names in a drawing for a reward for a nice yard – or some other type of gimmick.  She stated that she doesn’t expect the City to do everything, but she would like the City to start the ball rolling, get interest, bring in kids, and other organizations to help.
Councilman McCall stated that this is a culture thing - to get people to take pride in their properties.  Councilman McCall agreed that the City has fined more people this year than ever before.  Ms. Dart stated that the City needed a beautification project that could serve as an example.  She felt this would rub off on people because if they saw a beautiful park, they would be less apt to leave their garbage.  She felt if the City would start that example rolling, by taking care of the library, cemetery, and parks, it would rub off on the citizens.  A member of the public asked if PAR tax could be used to help beautify the parks.  
Chairman Pratt commended the league for their desire to beautify the community.  Chairman Pratt stated that he drove around the City in preparation for tonight’s meeting.  In the area of 690 East off 1000 North, there is a gorgeous street with yards that are well taken care of.  Then one street over and there is a complete difference.  Chairman Pratt pointed out that as a community, citizens need to take pride in their neighborhoods.  A lot of areas that are well taken care of are enforced by groups, such as improvement districts.  

Chairman Pratt went on to say that he is hoping that citizens and business owners will see how nice Main Street is after the reconstruction, and it will cause them to want to make improvements to their own properties.  Chairman Pratt expressed appreciation for the civic league’s attendance and comments.  He explained that as a council they will continue to try to move forward with ideas to see how to beautify those areas that are lacking.

Ms. Dart asked what the City’s plans were for beautification the next year.  The Mayor answered that the City tries to improve all facilities every year.  But stated that it is difficult to do under the financial obligations the City currently has.  The Mayor went on to say that the City’s doesn’t have a specific plan other than to always upgrade and improve.  The Mayor stated that the City isn’t able to go on to private property and tell people to water their lawns.  But if citizens violate a city ordinance, the City can fine them.  That's a tool that is used to guide property owners to improve their properties, but the City can't force them to do it.  The Mayor also expressed appreciation to the civic league and their willingness to be part of the effort and ideas.  
Ms. Dart added that the City needs to get commitments from young women and young men's groups for help with cemetery, and other projects.  She would like effort put forth to call bishops to see if and when they could help.  She would also like to see donations of big rocks, for example, to put in the library's alcoves.  

· Business Resource Center
Presented by Scott Snelson and Mark Walker, TATC
Scott Snelson, of the Tooele Applied Technology College, mentioned that the applied technology college is beautiful.  He presented the Council with stats from FY 2015 Deliverables and projected 2016 Deliverables.  Mark Walker, of the Business Resource Center (BRC), stated that the custom fit stats are funds given by the legislature. The BRC gets approximately $200,000 which they set aside for trainings.  Last year the BRC spent $183,000 in training.  This year they are already at $174,000, which shows they have done a lot of training.  Local businesses are understanding the importance of training, which is the BRC’s main focus.  Mr. Baker asked what it means to spend $200,000 on training.  Mr. Walker explained that they need to pay instructors.  Mr. Baker asked about the registration fee.  Mr. Walker answered that the registration fees don’t pay for all of the training, the registrant pays for half, and the BRC pays for half of the fee.  

Councilman McCall said that he knows that companies use the BRC a lot for training.  The company he works for puts their requests for training in early before they get filled up with other companies.  

Mr. Snelson stated that they are in the process with the legislature to purchase some property.  There was a bill funded, but it got pulled unexpectantly.  He went on to say that they will continue to meet with the legislature.  There is a 3.5 acre piece that they are hoping to purchase for the BRC.  It will connect to the USU science building.  He is hoping that this area will serve as a one-stop shop for all businesses in Tooele County.  

· Resolution 2015-50 A Resolution of the Tooele City Council Adopting Tooele City’s Updated Water Conservation Plan
Presented by Paul Hansen
Mr. Hansen stated that under state law and federal mandate the City is required to do certain reports related to the drinking water system.  Mr. Hansen has updated the City’s 40 year use plan, which the City Council approved last spring, and he recently submitted the updated Drinking Water Source Protection Plans.  He explained that this element is the final Plan update that needs to be done.  The Water Conservation Plan needs to address certain elements, and Mr. Hansen reviewed those elements with the council.  Mr. Hansen stated that the plan is based on the City’s 2014 population, as estimated by the census bureau.  The plan also looks at the increased trend of water use that comes with increased population.  The City then calculated a per capita use which is based upon the total amount of water used (open space, parks, commercial, and residential areas), divided by the number of people.  Mr. Hansen said that although the total amount of water used has increased, there is a downward trend in the per capita water use, based on available records.  Mr. Hansen said that there are precipitation records from 1989 forward, but that they are not consistent until approximately 1950.
Mr. Hansen reviewed the City’s goals.  Mr. Hansen felt that citizens have favorably responded to the Mayor’s water conservation initiative, and the ongoing publishing of the water schedule in the City’s newsletter, Ninety North Main.  Other factors that have helped the downward trend include:   re-use water, the tier water rate structure, SCADA system, water meter replacement, efficiency in parks, identifying high water users, plumbing fixture replacement, and performing leak detection.  The City’s goals include continuing the practices currently place and looking at new ways to reserve water.  The City would like an additional 10% of reduction in water.  Mr. Hansen said that the state requires that the Council adopt the plan by resolution.  He will bring the resolution before the Council at the next meeting.
Councilman Pruden stated that the City can't educate people, but they can provide information and continue to remind people of times when they shouldn't water.  Councilman Wardle said that when Mayor Dunlavy first came in to office, the water usage plan came in to play.  Councilman Wardle thanked the Mayor for the watering schedule.  Councilman Wardle felt that the citizens know that there is a watering schedule, and will that it will continue.
Mr. Hansen said that ten years ago the City was in trouble with both water and sewer capacity.  Today the City has two new wells that can be utilized to meet demand that the City hasn't had available in the past.  These things can be done because of the cooperation of the community and the Council.
Chairman Pratt stated that he has people asking if the City is doing okay with water.  He feels that the community has responded to the City’s directive to conserve.   This is a direct reflection of the leadership of the Mayor and Council members like Councilman Pruden that have been on the Council for a long time.  

The Mayor thanked Mr. Hansen for putting the plan together.  He felt it was a comprehensive plan, and expressed appreciation for Mr. Hansen's expertise and investment in the community.  

Mr. Hansen asked if the Council would you like this general information presented in the next council meeting, or if they would like a more condensed version.  Chairman Pratt answered that he liked the information that was given in this meeting.  

· Ordinance 2015-25 An Ordinance of Tooele City Enacting Regulations Regarding In-Fill Development
Presented by Jim Bolser and Roger Baker
Mr. Bolser stated that at the last work session, this ordinance was discussed.  At that meeting there were comments mostly about the Area B map.  Staff reviewed the Area B map based on those comments to analyze the area at Settlement Point.  Staff chose to remove that development from the area map.  They also looked at other developments, and there was a second one, the Sasha Development, that was removed from the map proposal because it presented similar circumstances.  Mr. Bolser showed the new map, which was exactly same, but with those two notches cut out.  Mr. Baker added that this ordinance will be taken before the planning commission on December 9th.  Councilman Wardle thanked them for the changes.

· Tobacco Specialty Stores
Presented by Roger Baker
Mr. Baker stated that Tooele City currently has an ordinance that limits tobacco specialty stores to be located within 1,500 feet from parks, schools and residential areas.  An ordinance from St. George was presented to the Council which was brought to Mr. Baker’s attention by the health department.  The St. George ordinance prohibits tobacco specialty stores completely.  Mr. Baker explained that he wanted to make the Council aware of that fact, to give them a sample ordinance, and ask the Council to think about whether they would like to leave Tooele City’s ordinance the way it is, or go a step further to prohibit them altogether in City limits.  Councilman Wardle stated that this discussion is important, but that he was not ready to have the discussion yet.  He stated a concern that when a convenience store tries to mask itself as a convenience store, then move into being a tobacco store.  Mr. Baker explained that Tooele City asks the convenience stores to self-regulate their tobacco sales, and to report their sales.  Mr. Baker stated that he communicated with the St. George attorney’s office regarding how they attempted to measure whether a convenience store becomes a tobacco store.  They responded that they don't have a process.  Although St. George has an ordinance prohibiting tobacco stores, they have difficulties implementing the ordinance.  Mr. Baker felt that Tooele City has a good process on how to define whether a convenience store has transitioned into a tobacco store.  

Chairman Pratt felt that the Council was not prepared to move forward on this issue tonight, but would like to have a further discussion about it.  Councilman McCall expressed concerned about limiting convenience stores with gas pumps, because it would allow them to start selling tobacco products, and would be hard to reach the percentage cap, because it is a big business that would be offset by the gas sales. 

· Main Street Project Update
Mr. Bolser stated that the Main Street reconstruction scheduling is out of whack because of the snow storm the City recently received.  He pointed out that the 600 North intersection is scheduled to be flagged tomorrow while they do the signal pole installation.  The west side curbing from Vine Street to 500 South is supposed to be done today but likely isn’t due to the storm.  The south end of the project from 800 South to 3 o'clock Drive is done.  They will need to complete collaring and median island curb installation from 700 North to the north end of the project.  Mr. Bolser summarized that they are reaching completion of a certain number of milestones in the project but still have a ways to go for total completion.

Councilman Wardle asked what the quality of the construction is, due to the weather conditions.   Mr. Hansen answered that asphalt should be laid in temperatures of at least 50 degrees.  UDOT is allowing asphalt to be laid in 40 degree temperatures mostly because the plant is in close proximity.  Mr. Bolser pointed out that they still have to have integrity tests and quality controls in place.  
4. Close Meeting to Discuss Property Acquisition and Litigation
Councilwoman Winn moved to close the meeting.  Councilman McCall seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn “Aye,” Councilman McCall “Aye,” Councilman Pruden “Aye,” Councilman Wardle “Aye,” and Chairman Pratt “Aye.”  The meeting closed at 6:15 p.m.

Those in attendance during the closed session were:  Glenn Caldwell, Roger Baker, Jim Bolser, Mayor Patrick Dunlavy, Michelle Pitt, Randy Sant, Paul Hansen, Brian Roth, Councilwoman Winn, Councilman McCall, Vice Chairman Wardle, Councilman Pruden, and Chairman Pratt.  
No minutes were taken on these items.
5. Adjourn
Councilman Pruden moved to adjourn the meeting.  Councilwoman Winn seconded the motion.  The vote was as follows:  Councilwoman Winn “Aye,” Councilman McCall “Aye,” Councilman Pruden “Aye,” Councilman Wardle “Aye,” and Chairman Pratt “Aye.”  The meeting adjourned at 6:53 p.m.

The content of the minutes is not intended, nor are they submitted, as a verbatim transcription of the meeting.  These minutes are a brief overview of what occurred at the meeting.
Approved this 2nd day of December, 2015
___________________________________________________ 

Brad Pratt, Tooele City Council Chair
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