


BEAR RIVER CITY
PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
November 4, 2015
7:00 pm Civic Center

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Bruce Anderson, Council Members Bruce R. Blake, Jared N. Holmgren, Trisha Wurtz and Tyler Barnes.   Town Clerk Sue Ann Holmgren, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer Carol Andreasen (late).  Absent:  Council Member Julander  
VISITORS:  Rylie Holmgren, Griffin Holmgren, Dave Ahlstrom, Heather Checketts, Julie Barnes.

Welcome and Introductions:  Mayor Anderson
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mayor Anderson
Invocation:  Council Member Holmgren

7:00 PM PUBLIC HEARING – The purpose of the public hearing is to receive comments on amendment #12 to the Bear River City Land Management & Development Code.  This amendment provides a process to allow Special Educational Youth Animal Projects on a temporary limited use basis.  Also a conflict in public hearing notice requirements in Chapter 1 of the code will be corrected.

Council Member Holmgren motioned the Public Hearing be opened to receive comments on Amendment #12 to the Bear River City Land Management & Development Code.  Council Member Blake seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Town Clerk/Recorder Andreasen's questions/concerns about Amendment #12
10/20/15
1.  Should the size of the lot be considered when allowing the Youth Project?  What if it is under one-half acre?

2.  Should the number of animals over the limit be considered?  What if they want 10 pigs for 2 kids?

3.  Does the Planning Commission want the Planning Commission Chairman or Zoning Administrator to be the ones approving or denying the application without the applicant attending Planning Commission meeting?

	If so, how can the commission set the conditions?

4.  What determines if a complaint is severe?

5.  The opening paragraph of Section 1.6 of the code looks like a public hearing is required for temporary use permits.  If a public hearing is not required perhaps it should state that in the Permit process.


Council Member Holmgren motioned the public hearing be closed and regular session resume.  Council Member Blake seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.


BUSINESS

1.  MINUTES-   Council Member Blake stated in line 5 of item #5 the period after fall needs to be taken out and lowercase the "t" in the word "The". Council Member Holmgren motioned to approve the October 7, 2015 minutes with the changes mentioned.  Council Member Barnes seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

2.  NEXT MEETING- The next regular scheduled meeting is December 2, 2015.  

3.  BILLS – Department heads reviewed and initialed bills to be paid or which have been paid.  The bills were read aloud.  Council Member Wurtz motioned the bills be approved, second by Council Member Holmgren.  Council Members Blake, Holmgren, Wurtz and Barnes all voted in approval.  Council Member Julander was absent.

4.  DEPUTY REPORT – None 

5.  DAVE AHLSTROM, DAVIS & BOTT – Dave Ahlstrom from Davis & Bott handed out copies of the Agreed-Upon Procedures Report to the City Council Members and Mayor.  The Town's revenues are up this year.  If they hadn't changed the state laws the Town would have to have a full audit this year.  The Town was around $400,000 in total revenues this year.  There were more impact fees and building permits.  They raised the audit limit from $350,000 to $750,000.   The Town is required to do what is called Agreed-Upon Procedures.  This is supposed to be between the Town and Dave Ahlstrom from Davis and Bott, but the State Auditor gives a list of items required that need to be followed.

Mr. Ahlstrom's Findings and Reponses
Finding Item 7b. - There was one disbursement where payee was only paid amount from first page of reimbursement documentation and none from second page.  This was corrected on next payment to payee.  One disbursement was for $25 more than the invoice.  The payee reimbursed the overpayment.

Response - Both of these errors were corrected prior to this engagement.  We will work to be more careful in the disbursing of Town funds.

Finding Item7e. - One disbursement was for utilities at the park, but was coded as a general government expense.

Response - We will set up a new account for park utilities and will code future park utilities to that account.

Finding Item 14. - One department in the general fund overspent its budget by $184.

Response - We will monitor the budget more closely in the future.

Finding Item 15d. - The minutes for the two month’s selected were not posted on the Utah Public Notice Website.  One of the months was before towns were required to post the minutes on that site.

Response - We will post all minutes to the public notice website within three days of being approved.

Finding Item 16. - The town does not have a written nepotism policy.

Response - The town is working on a nepotism policy and will soon approve one.

Finding Item 17. - An employee was being directly supervised by his father.

Response - The employee no longer works for the town.  We will make sure in the future that no employees are directly supervised by a relative.

Finding Item 21a. - There was no evidence provided that the governing body was provided with training on the requirements of open and public meetings during the fiscal year.

Response – We will provide annual training to the town council on open and public meetings.

Other issue - During our procedures, we noted the following deficiencies in the internal control system: a lack of segregation of duties; inadequate control over financial records and information; inadequate control over preparation of financial statements; and inadequate oversight over financial reporting.

Response - The Town is continually trying to improve its internal controls cost effectively

6.  CRAIG BRUDERER, ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER FRANCHISE AGREEMENT – Canceled.

7.  REVIEW AND INITIAL 3RD QUARTER FINANCIAL REPORTS – Council Members reviewed and initialed 3rd quarter financial reports.  Council Member Barnes motioned to approve the 3rd Quarter financial reports.  Council Member Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

8.  REVIEW AMENDMENT #12 AND COMMENTS FROM PLANNING COMMISSION AND PUBLIC HEARING–

Town Clerk/Recorder Andreasen's questions/concerns about Amendment #12
10/20/15
1.  Should the size of the lot be considered when allowing the Youth Project?  What if it is under one-half acre? Most lots are at least ½ acre.  Planning Commission will still need to approve.

2.  Should the number of animals over the limit be considered?  What if they want 10 pigs for 2 kids?  Planning Commission will need to approve the number of animals.

3.  Does the Planning Commission want the Planning Commission Chairman or Zoning Administrator to be the ones approving or denying the application without the applicant attending Planning Commission meeting? Add  to 7.1.14 (i) 3 and approved by majority vote by the Planning Commission.

	If so, how can the commission set the conditions? By using the existing ordinance.  

4.  What determines if a complaint is severe? The Planning Commission will decide.

5.  The opening paragraph of Section 1.6 of the code looks like a public hearing is required for temporary use permits.  If a public hearing is not required perhaps it should state that in the Permit process.  Add Public Hearing is waived to 7.1.14 (i) 4

9.  ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE 2015-11-04 AMENDMENT #12 TO BEAR RIVER CITY LAND MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT CODE – Council Member Barnes motioned to adopted Ordinance 2015-11-04 Amendment #12 to the Bear River City Land Management and Development Code with the changes mentioned.  Council Member Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

10.  RESOLUTION NO. 2015-11-9 TO INCREASE SEWER FEE – 

WHEREAS, the Bear River City sewer rates have not been increased since July 2010; and

WHEREAS, the Bear River City sewer system has converted to a land discharge system which required construction of a discharge pond and installation of chlorination equipment which has depleted the sewer reserve funds; and

WHEREAS, the Bear River City sewer system is still experiencing infiltration problems which must be corrected.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the City Council of Bear River City, State of Utah does hereby set the sewer rates, effective January 1, 2016, as follows:


SEWAGE RATES-MONTHLY SERVICE CHARGE

			Single Dwelling Unit	         $    11.00

			Church				   55.00

			School				  250.00

SEWAGE RATES-YEARLY SERVICE CHARGE

			One Single Dwelling Unit      127.00		


All other ordinances or resolutions in conflict with this resolution are hereby repealed.

Council Member Holmgren motioned to approve Resolution No. 2015-11-9 to raise monthly sewage rates.  Council Member Blake seconded the motion.  Council Members Wurtz, Blake, Holmgren and Barnes voted in approval.  Council Member Julander was absent from the meeting.

11.  T & M EXCAVATION AND UTILITIES BUSINESS LICENSE APPLICATION – Michael & Trecia Murray have applied for a business license for their business T & M Excavation and Utilities.  Council Members reviewed the business license application.  Council Member Barnes motioned to approve the Business License Application for T & M Excavation and Utilities.  Council Member Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

12.  REPORT FROM SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION COMMITTEE – The committee met on October 22nd for a Planning Meeting.  Committee Members are Carol Andreasen, Julie Barnes, Tyler Barnes, Bette Dallin, Rich Holmgren, Sue Rees, Marilynn Stewart and Kathy Barney.

For Sure Events
	Logo contest – Julie Barnes					$ 50.00 prize
	BRC History in each newsletter – Bette Dallin			$    0.00
	Light Display – Rich Holmgren					$  300.00
	Sesquicentennial Quilt – Kathy Barney/Florence Hansen		$  400.00
	Recipe Book (Recipes with a story or history) – Sue Rees		$  100.00
	Picture Display/Booklet – Carol Andreasen			$  500.00
	T-Shirts – Katie (Gardner)					$  100.00
	Homemade Root Beer – Bette Dallin				$  100.00

Events working on
	Pageant/Play/Choir – Marilynn Stewart				$  300.00
	Window Display – Kathy Barney & DUP				$  200.00
	First Settlers descendants – Julie Barnes				$      0.00
	Historical Home Tour						$  100.00
	Horse Shoe Tournament					$  100.00
	Ebelskivers – Bette Dallin					$  100.00
	Fireworks – only if a grant or funding is found			$3000.00
	Dances – Youth Council						$  200.00

Possible Events
	Memorial Tree Planting
	Mural at the park
	150 acts of service
	Watermelon eating contest

In Mayor Anderson's opinion fireworks are a waste of money.  He believes for a small display it would cost at least $5,000.  If we can get a grant this could still be possible.

Light Display – Sonny Gilbert will be making a pioneer themed light display.

Logo Contest– The plan is to come up with a Logo to use throughout the celebration and planning.

Julie Barnes would really like to promote this event on social media.  She would like to have an Instagram account set up so people can submit their pictures to the City and the City will post them after they have been approved.    

Quilt will be sold, raffled or auctioned off.

Recipe Book – Would like the recipes to have a history or a story.

Window Display – Thinking about putting up a display from the cabin each month in the conference room.  The window would need to tinted so the displays are protected.  People would look at the displays from outside the window.  Another option would be in the office.  It was suggested to open the cabin at a set time during the months leading up to the celebration or maybe just June and July.

Council Member Holmgren asked if the budget would need to be amended to approve money for the committee to start now.  Town Clerk/Treasurer Andreasen stated that the council can approve the money for the committee and then amend the budget later.  Council Member Barnes will be applying for a grant to help with the celebration, but would not receive those funds until April if granted.  Mayor Anderson would like to get a grant also, for a marquee for the Civic Center.  

Horseshoe area would need to be fixed up in order to be used.

150 act of service – People don't like to report their service.  It was suggested to have acts of service be reported.  It was suggested to maybe not have people's names on the act that was hung up..

Having a hypnotist was suggested.

13.  APPROPRIATE FUNDING FOR SESQUICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION – Council Member Holmgren motioned to appropriate funding in the amount of $5,500 for the sesquicentennial celebration.  Council Member Barnes seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

14.  SOCIAL MEDIA, WRITTEN DISCLOSURE, AND NEPOTISM POLICIES – Because Bear River City has a Facebook page and webpage we need to have a social media policy.  Recorder Holmgren handed out a few policies from other cities as examples.  Written disclosure and nepotism policies need to be created to meet State Auditor policy.  Council Member Barnes asked if we could just reference state code as our policy?  We will work on these policies for the January 2017 council meeting.

15.  UPDATES ON COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN – Mayor Anderson had 2 complaints about a dog.

16.  VACANCIES IN COMMISSIONS, BOARDS, & COMMITTEES – Planning Commission still has a vacancy.  Mayor Anderson has had 2 people (Patti Andersen and Lisa Wyatt) express interest in the City Council Member position available.  Council Member Barnes stated Shawn Gardner has expressed interest also.  The Council Member position will be posted and applicants should apply by November 30th.  The new council member will be appointed (to start in January) in the December council meeting.  This appointment will be for a 2 year term.  

17.  DEPARTMENTS – Mayor Anderson received a compliment for everyone, stating they appreciated all the hard work everyone does for the Town. 

Sewer – Council Member Holmgren and Mayor Anderson received training on how to use the new chlorinator at the discharge pond.  The Chlorinator works and as soon as we get approval from the State it will start up.  

July 24th Celebration – Council Member Barnes would like to look into a way of taking debit/credit cards for payment in the cook shack.  There has been a lot of people ask.  Council Member Barnes stated he is not sure if we can get internet out there or if we would all volunteer to use our phones.  Mayor Anderson stated that maybe the City should get a cell phone or Iphone and run it that way.  Council Member Barnes will research this.  Mayor Anderson will check into American First also.  Recorder Holmgren would like to use it at the Civic Center for payments too.  Mayor Anderson asked Council Member Barnes to check into the State Contract for the Civic Center.  

Cemetery – Council Member Barnes stated Grover's can't get the brown rock, so it will have to be just regular gravel.  Gravel will be placed on the south end of the cemetery.  They will cover as much as they can with 2 loads of gravel.  They are going to sterilize it the ground, put the black fabric weed barrier down and then the rock.

Council Member Barnes would like the Youth Council Advisors invited to the Christmas Dinner.  Mayor Anderson stated if all goes as planned the Lt Governor will be at our dinner to speak.

NIMS Training – National Incident Management System is holding training on Saturday, November 21st   at 9:00 am at the Elwood Town Hall.  

16.  PUBLIC COMMENT – None	

17.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS –  Mayor Anderson is working closely with Strata.  They called him after the County Commission Meeting and said everything is looking good.  In moving forward with our annexation plan, he would have a company come in and survey for us, so it would not be a burden on the Town.  Mayor Anderson also met with Proctor and Gamble they need to decide soon who they will have supply their power.  It could happen quickly.  Mayor Anderson is proceeding very cautiously.  The residents of Bear River City come first.  

Adjournment – Council Member Wurtz motioned to adjourn at 9:30 pm with Council Member Holmgren seconded the motion and all present voting in favor.

Minutes approved on December 2, 2015.



___________________________________               ___________________________________
Sue Ann Holmgren, Town Clerk			            Bruce W Anderson, Mayor
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