



RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE MEETING
Public Lands Policy Coordination

August 6, 2015

Department of Natural Resources 
Room 112

MINUTES


     Attendees:

Members						
Laura Ault, Vice Chair, FFSL
Susan Zarekarizi, DPR
Joel Karmazyn, DAQ
Kimm Harty, UGS
Melissa Ure, UDAF
Hans Millican, DERR
James Greer, DWRi
Bill Damery, UDEQ-WQ
Todd Stonely, DWRe
Susan White, for Jan Morse, DOGM
Brandon Weston, UDOT
Rob Simmons, OED

Guests						Staff
                        Brigitte Mandel, FHWA			Sindy Smith, PLPCO
Naomi Kisen, UDOT				Jay Olsen, UDAF
		
		
_____________________________________________________________

Welcome 
Laura Ault, Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and welcomed everyone.

Approval of Minutes
The committee unanimously approved August 6, 2015, minutes.      



UDOT:  Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
Brandon Weston, Environmental Director, UDOT, presented an overview of UDOT’s participation in FHWA’s NEPA Assignment Program, which allows the Secretary of the United States Department of Transportation to assign to the State of Utah responsibilities for complying with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on federal aid highway projects.  Through this program, UDOT would assume FHWA’s responsibilities for preparing environmental assessments (EA) and environmental impact statements (EIS) including approving decision documents and consulting directly with resource agencies.  This will provide a more efficient environmental review process and increase the focus on local decision-making.  
Main discussion items included:

· Since 2008, UDOT has successfully participated in a similar FHWA program for documents processed as categorical exclusions under NEPA.  The draft application for NEPA assignment is expected to be available for public review and comment in August.  Following completion of the application, UDOT and FHWA will negotiate a Memorandum of Understanding to finalize the stipulations of UDOT’s participation in the program.  UDOT anticipates assuming full NEPA assignment in 2016.  
· FHWA will still play a role when it comes to tribal consultations.  Tribal consultation is not assignable.  UDOT will consult with the tribes as a state but the federal connection will not change. Projects that cross state boundary are not assignable.
· FHWA and UDOT will remain partners.  FHWA’s role becomes one of guidance to make sure UDOT acts in accordance with the laws and regulations. FHWA will continue to make the engineering and oversight decisions on UDOT designs.  UDOT will receive resources from FHWA at the program level, but not at the project level.  
· The impetus behind this change aims to shorten project delivery time.  Getting projects completed and on the ground faster will streamline the process.  UDOT attorneys will make the legal sufficiency determinations on the EAs and the EISs instead of FHWA attorneys, which always necessitated extra time. The cost of money is expensive.  From year to year construction costs can double with inflation.  One year can make a huge difference in relation to cost in terms of a $200 million project.   
· FHWA has offered to provide experts from their resource center to help UDOT better understand the intricacies of NEPA.  UDOT will report to FHWA.   FHWA will audit UDOT the first year with audits tapering off in the subsequent years. 
· Brandon believes the new responsibilities will be very manageable for Utah and UDOT.  UDOT has a great set of employees as well as a supportive legislature and consulting community.

Brandon responded to questions and comments. 

Agency Reports
· James Greer reported the following from the Division of Water Rights (DWRi):
· Ogden City, Weber County, and Weber Basin Water Conservancy District are involved in the Ogden Valley hydrogeology study.   Water quality will also be a large component of the study.  The purpose of the study is to characterize the hydrogeology and groundwater conditions in Ogden Valley.
· A controversy over an exchange application with Powder Mountain has been resolved.  The application was approved this week with lots of restrictions. 
· DWRi continues working through the issues of the water use audit.  DWRi is crafting a building block for better water use information and will be asking the legislature for funds to help improve the program.  
· Bill Damery reported the following from the Division of Water Quality (DWQ):
· DWQ recently set up a health advisory panel with Utah County Health Department to deal with the algal blooms on Utah Lake.    
· DWQ issued a groundwater discharge permit for Kennecott, which was a bit controversial.  
· DWQ continues to work with Union Pacific Railroad on the causeway bridge.  It is a complicated process involving an appeal filed by Union Pacific and settlement out of court. 
· Laura Ault reported the following from the Division of Forestry, Fire & State Lands (FFSL):
· FFSL finished up the Jordan River Comprehensive Management Plan public meetings about 6 weeks ago.
· FFSL continues work on the Integrated Water Resource Management Model for the Great Salt Lake.  
· FFSL inches ever closer to getting a lease with Union Pacific Railroad.  
· It has been a good fire season for the state.  FFSL has two groups of firefighters who have not seen a fire this year.  They have been doing lots of chain saw work in other places. 
· Rob Simmons reported the following from the Governor’s Office of Energy Development (GOED):
· This past week the President’s Clean Power Plan was finalized, which regulates new, modified, and existing power plants.  The state has filed some legal actions joining 15 other states in asking for a stay.  The state would like the legal process to play out before the Clean Power Plan becomes enforceable.  GOED is also working on planning with the Department of Environmental Quality as well as a local consultant, the National Governors Association, and some regional groups to figure out the modeling of how different scenarios may impact the cost of power, and also the state’s power generation fix in Utah.  
· GOED is concerned about the state’s coal fired power plants.  The state has some of the newer, more efficient coal fired power plants in the country and does not want to see them taken down while dirty, less efficient ones stay in operation back east.  Also GOED is worried about Utah’s communities who depend on coal. 
· The state’s economy depends on that cheap energy.  GOED is working through the Clean Power Plan and will give up-dates.  The state will work on parallel tracks; the legal action on one side, and on the other side, figuring out the plan and how to comply with the new law in the cheapest way possible.

Other Business
Next meeting: November 5, 2015

Adjourn
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:45 a.m.
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