Utah Committee on Geographic Names

Utah Division of State History

Thursday, November 5th, 2015
Minutes

Present:
Dan White, Chair







John Larsen

Kelli Bacon

Dave Vincent

Grant Willis

Zach Beck

Dina Blaes


Kate Staley

Arie Leeflang, Secretary
Absent: 
Gen Green
Visitors:
Kevin Fayles, Utah Division of State History



Brian Teats, USFS
Agenda Items/Minutes
· Called to order at a little after 1:00pm.
· Introductions were made – including two visitors.  Brian Teats was visiting from the USFS Ogden Regional Office.  He is a GIS analyst and interested in learning more about the geographic names process.  And Arie mentioned that Kevin Fayles, Assistant Director of Operations at the Utah Division of State History might also attend later in the meeting (which he did).
· The minutes from the previous meeting were approved by unanimous vote
· The Committee discussed the current membership status.  Dina’s appointment by the Governor is official.  She represents the Utah Board of State History as defined by the Committee’s Executive Order until she resigns her Committee membership or leaves the Board of State History.  With Dina’s appointment, Scott Christensen’s appointment ends.  He previously represented the Board of State History.  If he wishes to continue to participate on the Committee he is welcome to apply as an At-Large member.  The Committee appreciates his service on the Committee.  With Dina’s appointment there is only one outstanding At-Large position that is waiting to be filled.  The Committee discussed sending Scott an email inviting him to apply.
· Gibby Lake was again discussed.  Basic background concerning this proposal can be found in the February 2015 minutes when the proposal was first received.  The U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN) reported to Dan that they had not received any documentation from the proponent satisfying the requirements found in the BGN’s Commemorative Names and Wilderness Policies.  The Committee and BGN have not yet received county or tribal input because the BGN won’t send the proposal to the tribes or counties until said documentation is received.  The wife of one of the proponents provided some family history (in a document) to Dan but it wasn’t sufficient to satisfy the requirements.  The Committee members reviewed this documentation and were concerned about some inconsistencies between it and the original proposal.  No action was taken pending the proponent’s submittal of documentation.
· John Jones Hill (currently Blowhole Hill) was then discussed and voted on.  The basic background of the John Jones Hill proposal can be found in the August 2015 minutes.  The Committee acknowledges the tragic event and sensitivity of the proposal.  The proposal was discussed at length.  Discussion included how the entrance to the ‘blowhole’ for which Blowhole Hill is named is now closed with cement and technically no longer a ‘blowhole.’  There was concern that this proposal, if approved, provides precedent for future, similar proposals.  There was discussion on whether there was existing precedent – where an individual who died on a feature and was still entombed or buried on the feature had such a feature named for them.  The Committee was not aware of such a precedent.  Also discussed at length were other incidents where individuals died on a feature and are still buried.  In these discussed incidents the features have not been named for the individuals.  Such locations include Quake Lake, Idaho and Crandall Canyon, Utah among others.  It was acknowledged the Committee had no knowledge of BGN name proposals being submitted for such locations providing no additional precedent.   A brief discussion ensued concerning the reasonable compromise presented by SITLA by providing the family with an easement and monument.  With the Committee, Dan reviewed the landowner, county and other community member’s support of the name.  Kate reported that SITLA views this as an opportunity to provide better communication and warning to the community about dangerous behavior on public lands.  The Committee reviewed the BGN’s Principles, Policies and Procedures (PPP) Commemorative Names Policy which states that “the person being honored by the naming should have had either some direct or long-term association with the feature or have made a significant contribution to the area or State in which it is located.”   Whether the “direct association” requirement was met by being entombed in a feature was discussed.  A balance between public outreach and deviation from the PPP was discussed at length.  One Committee member mentioned that changing the feature’s name will not likely change future behavior.  A motion was made to not recommend the approval of the proposal.  All present members voted, resulting in a split vote of 5-4, supporting the motion not to recommend the approval of the proposal to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names.    
· Following the vote, the Committee shared the desire to express some sincere sentiments about the decision to the proponent.  It was proposed that a letter be crafted by the Secretary, reviewed by Brad Westwood (Director of the Utah Division of State History) and Dan White, and signed by Brad.  The letter would express the Committee’s sympathy concerning the accident and that the vote was reached after significant discussion and consideration.  The decision was not an easy one.
· Negro Bill Canyon was then discussed.  Background on this potential proposal can be found in the August minutes.  In the Committee’s last meeting John presented a letter from the BLM Utah State Office requesting the 2001 Grandstaff Canyon/Negro Bill Canyon case be reopened as they’ve had an opinion change.  Since the last meeting the BGN has reported the change of opinion needs to come from the BLM’s member on the BGN – not the BLM State office.  During this current meeting John reported that the State Office feels they have provided significant documentation to re-open the case.  It was reviewed that the Grand County Council voted against requesting the case be re-opened in August.  And it was also reviewed that the BLM is currently working to change the names of the trailhead and campground to “Grandstaff Trailhead” and “Grandstaff Campground.”  This will include changes to signage.  These are administrative changes that the BLM has authority to complete without the BGN process.  These changes will likely solve the reported local discontent with the Negro Bill name without actually changing the official geographic feature name.  Dan noted the letter requesting the case to be re-opened should be addressed to Lou Yost at the BGN and not our Committee.  And that following the BGN’s lead, the BLM national office needs to request the case be reopened. 

· Website update.  Arie is working with the website coordinator at the Utah Division of State History to get the website built.  
· The next meeting will be held Thursday February 4th, 2016
· The meeting was closed at approximately 2:30pm.

Action items:

· Arie will craft a letter to the John Jones Hill proponent concerning the Committee’s sentiments.  This letter will be reviewed by Dan White and Brad Westwood, and signed and mailed by Brad.
