MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE TOWN OF MANTUA TOWN COUNCIL
HELD OCTOBER 15, 2015
Mantua Town Hall at 6:30 pm

Attending:  Mayor Mike Johnson, Council members Jan Palmer, Phil Facer, Margo Miles and Recorder Lori Hurd
Others Attending:  Jenn and Keith Gardner, Janis and Harper Johnson, Mike Christiansen
Invocation:  Mike Johnson
Pledge of Allegiance
Approval of the Town Council minutes for September 17, 2015.  Jan motioned to approved.  Phil seconded.  All in favor.
Approval of the Town Council minutes for October 1, 2015.  Jan motioned to pass.  Margo seconded.   
No requests for building permits.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Court recertification:  Judge Kevin Nelson.  Every four years municipal and county courts have to be recertified by the Judicial Council.  Mantua Justice Court is a Class 3 court.  Our average court case load in 2014 was 186 cases per month.  If we exceed an average of 201 cases per month four years from now, then Town of Mantua would become a Class 2 court.  Kevin reviewed the budget information previously and the Town has approved it.   There are three part-time clerks.   Payment of surcharges to the state need to be made 10 days after the first of the next month fines are collected.  Judge is asking the Judicial Council for a waiver for the riser of the bench.  Town’s bench is a little short.   Based on the number of cases filed, court office has to be open three hours per day.  The Town office and court office are open four hours per day.    Kevin said the case filings are higher than they ever have been.  The Town is handling it well with good court clerks.   Kevin discussed indigent cases.
To apply for the recertification, the following items are needed:  Complete affidavit, written opinion from Town attorney, Town needs to pass a resolution requesting the recertification and a security plan. 
Margo asked about the security plan.  Who do we call if we need help?  Bailiff is here to provide protection.  The clerk would call 911.  The person (defendant) who the charge is against sits in front of the Judge’s bench unless it is a trial.  The bailiff sits in different positions and monitors the defendants for behavioral changes.  Margo asked if we are set up in a position to be safe.  She also asked if there is enough space between where the defendants sit and where the Judge and clerks sit.  Would the clerk and Judge be safer if the defendants sat back at the table?  Margo is concerned.  The Judge doesn’t mind the defendants being close to him.  The Judge said when the defendants sit back at the tables, there is a lot of running back and forth for the bailiff passing documents.   Margo wants it to be safe.  An extra door was built in the court room to exit.  Judge feels safe because the bailiff is in the court.  Margo asked if the clerks are comfortable.  Jan said when she had to cover for Janis and worked as the court clerk the night of court, she would have felt more comfortable with the defendants back at the table.  Janis said further away would be better and felt as long as our security doesn’t become complacent with what is going on, then we should be OK.   The new bailiff, Eric, mentioned he would sit in the best area to watch the defendants.  Judge won’t do anything that would be risky.  In the clerks’ office, they are behind a bullet proof glass and door.  
Phil motioned to pass Resolution No. 2015-10-15 to approve the recertification for the Town of Mantua Justice Court for the next four years.  Margo seconded.  All in favor.
In 2016, the municipal judges for the state of Utah will be up for election to run for a term of six years.   	
Amended Ordinance No. 14-001 – Delinquency Utility Fee 
This ordinance was amended to clarify wording of the ordinance.  The wording references Resolution No. 88-004.  Bruce Jorgensen, the Town attorney, stated the Town did not have to pass a new ordinance and that we could amend the existing ordinance.  None of the fees have changed.  The ordinance clarified the timing of the cut-off notices.  
Jan made a motion to approve the Amended Ordinance No. 14-001 – Delinquent Utility Fee.  Phil seconded.  All in favor.
Ordinance No. 2015-10-15A – Regulating and Controlling Parking of Vehicles on Streets During the Winter Season
Under Item 3.  Penalties.  Offense fines were increased to:  First offense: $25, Second offense:  $50.00, Third offense:  $50.00, Any further offenses:  $50.00 subject to being towed.  
Phil motioned to approve Ordinance No. 2015-10-15A.   Jan seconded.  All in favor.
Ordinance 2015-10-15 – Regulating excess loading stressors created by construction equipment, over-loaded dump trucks and gravel trucks on the streets of the town of Mantua, Utah.
Jan stated there are no penalties stated for violations of this ordinance.  Margo said tickets were given before.  Town needs to set a penalty.  Mike said he cannot prove the weight of the equipment.  If at some point we do have to weigh the equipment, this ordinance would be used as a backup.  There is another ordinance regarding the restricted trucks.  Second paragraph voids the contract for direct delivery to the residents of the Town of Mantua.  Phil said the ordinance does not make sense.  Council tabled the ordinance to work on the wording.

Brigham City Culvert:
With the help of Harper, Margo made a list of items that need to be fixed with the culverts.  Margo itemized the list into three areas:  Culverts, Maple Creek and Roads.  Attached is a copy of the list.
City is putting together engineering plans to correct the road.  Harper gave them the Town’s road standards.  Margo wants Harper’s measurements put in writing and given to the City.  
The Irrigation ditches are not designed to drive over.  Heavy trucks are going over it.  
Mike noticed there is up to three feet discrepancies on the roads.  There is standing water around every culvert.  Before the project, there was no standing water in the culverts outside the pipes.  
Brigham City’s fence is down by Margaret Marshall’s home.  Brigham City needs to come maintain their fences.
Willard Peak culvert is very dangerous.  Steve Jeppsen has visited with Brigham City regarding Maple Creek.
Nothing in the drawings indicated there would be a problem with these culverts.  Residents of the Town should not be responsible for any repairs or hazards they are creating.  Brigham City pumping the standing water out of the culverts is not sufficient.   Flooding can cause problems all year long.  A letter should be drafted to Brigham City’s Mayor, Planning, Public Works and FEMA regarding the safety issues.  The letter should be send by registered mail.  The letter should state we do realize they are working on things.  There is a meeting with Brigham City’s Mayor and Public Works on October 22, 2015
Council would like the bills the Town has incurred regarding the culvert issues to be reimbursed by Brigham City.  Make note to the City that their utility is an easement on our Town streets.  
Phil does not know how Brigham City continued to work on the culverts after seeing the problems.  The culverts are too big.  Margo stated that in the letter addressed to Brigham City it should state “Mantua Town Council did its best to protect the Town to get Brigham City to straighten out this mess.” 
Mike Christiansen – Are there any short-term efforts to address the safety concerns?  There are a lot of kids that walk past the church.   Mike Johnson said they are working on the aprons.  They need to have orange cones and fencing.  Harper said the kids will still walk around the fencing.  
Snow Removal
Margo asked if there is an ordinance that says a residence cannot push their snow into the road.  Yes there is.  Do we want Mike to address the problem with residents doing this?  Harper said we need to be careful about addressing residents who are trying to clean up their snow.  Harper has given residents notices in the past to not push snow in the road .   Margo said put something in the newsletter about not pushing the snow in the road and reference the ordinance.  
Fire Department bill:  The fire department’s door was hit while backing out.  A new door was installed and also a new remote control was purchased.  That part of the building is deemed as the fire department’s responsibility.  Council wants the bill to be paid out of the fire department’s budget.  In the future if they want something paid out of the general budget, it needs to be presented to the Council before it is ordered.   
The fire department wants to order another garage door opener that will automatically close the door five minutes after the trucks leave.  If the fire department wants this then they need to present it to the council before they order it.  We can adjust the fire department’s budget if we need to. 
Mike Johnson – Is there a reason we can’t have a co-driver close the door.  At this point, Mike would oppose having the extra door opener.  The fire department needs to make a policy to state the co-driver to close the door.  


Maintenance:  
Harper spoke with Dennis Spyers about the proposed water tank but Dennis was not able to meet with Harper until next week.  He is very open about the option to sell his property.  Harper will let him know what will be required to build the tank.  A road will need to be rebuilt.
Harper has one bid to fix the road across the highway.  It will cost about $11,000 to rebuild the road.  He did some exploratory work with Grover’s Excavation and could not find any indication there was a water leak.  The road is possibly picking up moisture because of the clay area.  They will dig out 18 inches and refill.    Fife’s Concrete built the road 20 years ago.  It was discovered it was built substandard.  It was not built with the correct surface.   The road needs to be fixed before the snow comes.  Harper is waiting on bids.  
Mike:  Soffit and facia on the building looks very nice.  Mike wants to look into having someone make Town lettering to put on the front of the building.   Town also needs to look into completely fixing the outside of the building.  Need to put in next year’s budget.  
Court:  Jan and Janis are going on additional training on October 23, 2015.
Planning and Zoning:
Little Valley Store wants a conditional use permit for their fuel pumps.  They still need to address the size of the signs for the fuel prices and the lighting.  They want to have the fuel run by paying at the pump.  Some residents have indicated they do not want the fuel available during all hours.  Harper suggested to use the same hours as the nuisance ordinance which would be no use during 11 pm to 7 am.  Residents say they want the services but not 24 hours a day.  Harper said we can put conditions on the conditional use permit.  Mike said there could be an option in the CUP to let it go now and review it again next year with their business license renewal.  Mike wants to make the corrections before it becomes a law enforcement issue.  Maybe leave it open and if there is a nuisance shut it down then.  
Jen Gardner said overall the Council has listened to the residents but they really haven’t seen any adjustments made to what the residents have asked for when it comes to the Little Valley Store.  She said it would go a long way with the residents if the Council had the store close its fuel pumping from 11 pm to 7 am.  Jan asked what adjustments haven’t been make.  Jen said the grill is still there.  Mike said the Town has addressed the hood over the grill and addressed the consumption of the alcohol.  We could not deny the grill.  The Town’s land use ordinance states that they can have the grill.  The people close to the store said they do not want the 24 hour access.  The previous store owners never had gas available 24 hours a day.  Jan said she would not want it.  Planning and Zoning will have to make the decision.  The other stipulations are the temporary building needs to be moved and the fourth fuel tank needs to be removed.
Harper suggested they need to make a new plot plan of where they are going to put the temporary building.  
Keith Gardner said it would be difficult to make a temporary decision because we can’t get them to change what we ask.
Frank Fulmer wants his subdivision divided into three lots.  Planning and Zoning denied it.  The Town attorney recommended the denial too.  In 2010, this area was granted subdivision status.  The Town will not adopt a roadway that the Town does not own the property it sits on.   The Town will not adopt an easement from Brigham City.  If Frank can buy the six feet from Brigham City then he could put in his subdivision.  The Town also told Frank  the property does not abut a Town street.  Frank wanted to know why certain things were done previously.  
There is a Land Use Institute seminar in October 27, 2015.
Celebrations:  Margo talked to Cade Palmer about having donuts and hot chocolate in their garage on December 7th.  
Cemetery:  Mike has noticed Steve Lauder has been working on cutting down the trees.  
Law Enforcement:  Mike wants about five signs put around Town stating what our ordinance is regarding Mantua permit stickers for the ATVs.   Maybe put the speed limit on it too. 
Consideration to pay the bills:
Phil motion to approve the bills.  Margo seconded.  All in favor.
Council comments:
Phil wanted to know if any progress had been made on the social security issue.  Nothing had been done yet.  Lori will follow through.
Mike wants the ordinance book organized and make sure everything has been signed.  
On November 21, 2015 at 9 am at the Elwood Town Hall there is a meeting on emergency disaster training.  Members of the council need to attend to insure funding from FEMA if there is a disaster.  Jan feels the new council needs to attend.  
Jan motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Margo seconded.  All in favor.
Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm.
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