Gunnison City Council Meeting    



 
Wednesday, November 4, 2015, 7:00 p.m.    
Gunnison City Hall, 38 West Center
Gunnison, UT  84634                                                        
Present:   Mayor Bruce Blackham, City Councilmembers:  Robert Andersen, Blake Donaldson, Brian Jensen and Melissa Judy,  City Recorder Janell Braithwaite, Cemetery/Parks Supervisor Matt Reber, City Auditors Rick Roberts and Gabe Jones with Kimball & Roberts, CPA, Councilmember-elect Andy Hill, Robert Stevens with the Manti Messenger, Citizens and Scouts:  Mitchell Sorensen, Benjamin Sorensen, Connor Monroe, Trey Taylor, Jeremy Taylor, Levi Reber, Payton Dyreng, Canyen Dyreng, Clark Bown and Landon Bown
Presiding:  Mayor Bruce Blackham

Invocation:  Councilmember Brian Jensen
Mayor Blackham welcomed all of the scouts in attendance.
Public Comment

There were no requests for public comment at this time.
Audit Report ~ Kimball & Roberts, CPA

Rick Roberts with Kimball & Roberts, CPA handed a copy of the 2015 audit report to the Mayor and each of the Councilmembers.  He then explained to those in attendance what they do as auditors, and what their duties are while performing an audit.  The financial statement was reviewed noting the comparison from last year to this year.  The new GASB 68 category in the financials was reviewed.  The net position was discussed with the restricted and unrestricted amounts noted.  He pointed out the difference the new water project has made in the financial statement-both revenues and liabilities as well as the transfers from the water fund.  The capital assets were listed along with their revenues and expenditures.  Rick pointed out the debt schedule of the City including interest rates, amounts and payments due.  

Gabe Jones then addressed the internal control portion of the financial reporting noting they did not identify any deficiencies in internal control that they considered to be a material weakness.  The single audit report was explained noting this was done due to the fact the City received federal dollars over $750,000 over a one year period.  He explained  the $4.7 million the City received for the water project was tested on the federal requirements and guidelines making sure the money was used for the purpose it was received, and reported there were no deficiencies found in this single audit.  The last report reviewed was the State compliance with Gabe noting the City complied with all of the areas such as budgetary compliance, fund balance and retirement systems.
7:30 p.m. Rick Roberts and Gabe Jones left

Mayor Blackham requested an overview of the previous year by Gary Keddington.  Gary explained the process that will need to take place once the water project has been completed, and the different things that have come up during the project that could affect the rates while making sure the bond payments are able to be made.  He would like a years' worth of billings and revenues to be able to see how the usage settles out.  Gary noted how well the departments stayed within budget, and how knowledgeable the department heads are about their budgets.  He reported the City basically had come in about $207,000 under budget.  He did note that sometimes the City still had to transfer from the Water Dept. to make it balance, but there are reasons why that is done.  Mayor Blackham verified the transfer had been $129,000 this year from the Water Fund with the total revenues being $1.4 million and the total expenditures being $1.2 million.  He noted the City was $181,000 to the good.  Gary explained the State law that requires the City to stay within that cumulative gains and loss over a period of time; the City can't go below 5% of the budgeted revenues,
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 nor can it go above 25% of the budgeted revenues.  So by State law, the City has to stay within a certain range.  Gary reviewed the actual savings of the City noting those accounts that were restricted and the reasons they were nonrestricted funds.

Mayor Blackham pointed out the recent election totals noting Gunnison City did not approve the tax increase for the purpose of transportation improvements.  Mayor Blackham stated he understood the City would not be receiving the taxes due to this result, and  felt the people had spoken for what they wanted.
Mayor Blackham thanked Gary for his services, and noted what a great job he does for the City. 
Proposed Approval of 2015 Audit Report

Councilmember Judy made the motion to accept the Financial Audit for June 30, 2015 for Gunnison City.  Councilmember Jensen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.

Proposed Approval of Hiring New Part-time Lifeguard ~ Councilmember Judy

Councilmember Judy presented the name of Heston Burr for approval as a part-time lifeguard at the pool.  This came by recommendation of Pool Manager Havey noting the need to have a fill-in lifeguard when the other lifeguards were attending swim meets.  

Councilmember Judy made the motion to approve Heston Burr as a part-time lifeguard at the pool.   Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.
Proposed Approval of Donation to the Children's Justice Center

Recorder Braithwaite reminded the Council of their discussion from the March 18, 2015council  meeting when a request was made for a donation to the Children's Justice Center.  She also mentioned Chief Halliday's encouragement for this donation at that time as well as his stated support of this new facility.  Recorder Braithwaite mentioned this facility has helped over 230 children within the County this past year. 
Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve a $200 donation to the Children's Justice Center.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.

Proposed Approval of New P&Z Committee Members with Mayoral Appointment to Follow

Councilmember Jensen explained how these positions have been filled in the past; picking someone from each corner of the City so as to have representation from all areas of the City.  Councilmember Jensen and Councilmember-elect Hill reported how important the P&Z Commission is for the development of the City and the importance of their decisions.  The applications that had been received for the three open positions were reviewed noting one of the applicants requested only an alternate position to give him time to learn.
Councilmember Jensen made the motion to approve Janelle Overly and Jeremy Vincent as members of the Planning & Zoning Commission with Matt Tabolt filling an alternate position.  Councilmember Andersen seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.

Councilmember Jensen mentioned the next P&Z meeting would be held Wednesday, November 11th.

Proposed Approval of Quote for Employee Health Care Coverage

Recorder Braithwaite reported all of the employees had agreed to continue with the Altius Health Plan that had been offered in the quotes received.  Councilmember Donaldson pointed out the Altius plan had a 6.4% increase from the previous years' premiums.  Recorder Braithwaite noted they had figured in a 10% increase when approving the budget so this had come in less than expected.  
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Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the Altius Health Plan quote for health insurance coverage for the full time employees.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.
Discuss the Scheduling of Appeal Hearing for Mr. Warren Avery

Mayor Blackham suggested the Appeal Hearing be scheduled for the next council meeting allowing the Council to hear Mr. Avery's appeal and to make a decision on the appeal.  Councilmember Jensen noted Bruce Parker will be in attendance to present the facts for the City.  Recorder Braithwaite mentioned Bruce Parker had recommended Atty Mandy Larsen also attend this Appeal Hearing.  Councilmember Jensen reported he would have to recuse himself from this hearing.  Mayor Blackham noted he had a conflict on the night of the next scheduled council meeting, and the Council unanimously agreed to reschedule the meeting from Wednesday, November 18th to Monday, November 16th.  Recorder Braithwaite will get this change posted and add the notice of the Appeal Hearing as well.
8:00 p.m. Robert Stevens and many scouts and leaders left
Proposed Approval of Equipment Purchase for Streets Improvements and Maintenance

Councilmember Donaldson explained the research that had been done on a used gravel screen that was available for purchase for $2,800.  This screen would allow the City employees to screen the creek gravel as well as the gravel piles stored up from previous projects.  This gravel would then be able to be used to help clean up areas within the City and place the gravel along the sides of the roads, the cemetery, the walkway, etc  After some cost analysis, he felt this equipment would pay for itself after about 10 loads of gravel.  He also thought this would be a good use of employee time during the slower winter hours.  Councilmember Donaldson reported he had checked with Garrick Willden from Jones & DeMille Engineering who took care of all of the refurbishing of the creek bed after the 2011 flood, and had been told  the process to acquire a stream alteration permit.  He stated the City would need to contact Charles Williamson who works for the Engineer's office.  He also reported Manti City pulls gravel out of their creek bed every year.  He reminded the Council the City has previously gone through the stream alteration permit process when placing the Lions' Club bridge on the west side of the City.  Supervisor Reber reported the City has about 2,000-3,000 tons on the side of the road by the City lot that could be utilized with this equipment.  Discussion ensued regarding the personal property that is owned throughout the creekbed and the authorization the City would need to obtain prior to any work.  Councilmember Donaldson reported Garrick Willden thought this was an excellent idea, and there was no better gravel anywhere than what the City could pull out of the creek bed.  Councilmember Donaldson and Supervisor Reber listed the areas that could immediately benefit from some placement of gravel.  Supervisor Reber more fully explained how the proposed equipment could work and reported what a new one would cost.  Mayor Blackham voiced his approval for the purchase of the gravel screen.  Mayor Blackham and Councilmember Donaldson pointed out Councilmember Carlisle had e-mailed the Council his approval for this purchase prior to the meeting since he was not be able to be in attendance tonight.
Councilmember Donaldson made the motion to approve the purchase of a gravel screen for $2,800.  Councilmember Judy seconded the motion.  The vote came in at 2-2.  Councilmembers Donaldson and Judy voted aye with Councilmembers Jensen and Andersen voting nay.  Mayor Blackham voted aye to break the tie ending up with a 3-2 vote.
Update on Progress of Economic Development ~ Councilmember Judy

Councilmember Judy reported EDC Utah would be coming down for a work meeting on Monday, November 23, 2015 at 5:30 p.m.  Councilmember Judy questioned if the Council would be interested in having Jeff Reynolds with his class from the high school participate in this discussion since the grant would be geared more towards marketing.  It was determined this would be a good idea.  Mayor Blackham felt it would be good to provide dinner for those in attendance.  Mayor Blackham stated the City would like to 
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market itself, and the discussion ensued on those items the Councilmembers wished to accomplish at this scheduled work meeting.  The assets of the community were also reviewed.
Future Items

P&Z:  The Council proceeded to discuss the pending Appeal Hearing for Mr. Warren Avery scheduled for Monday,  November 16, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.
Donations:  Mayor Blackham reviewed a letter from Anita Lyon requesting a donation for the band.  Councilmember Judy felt this had already been taken care of at a previous meeting.
Proposed Approval of City Council Meeting Minutes for Wednesday, October 21, 2015, Open and Closed Sessions

Councilmember Judy made the motion to approve the city council meeting minutes for Wednesday, October 21, 2015, Open and Closed Sessions.  Councilmember Donaldson seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.
Proposed Approval of Bills and Adjustments

Councilmember Andersen made the motion to approve the bills and adjustments as presented.  Councilmember Judy seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 3-0 vote.  Councilmember Jensen abstained from the vote
Closed Session
 Councilmember Jensen  made the motion to adjourn into a Closed Session pursuant to the Provisions of Section 52-4-5(1) of the Open Meeting Law for the purpose of (d) strategy sessions to discuss the purchase, exchange, or lease of real property, including any form of a water right or water shares, if the public discussion of the transaction would: (i) disclose the appraisal or estimated value of the property under consideration; or (ii) prevent the public body from completing the transaction on the best possible terms.  Council Member Judy seconded the motion.  The motion passes with a 4-0 vote.  
8:35 p.m. Closed Session, Andy Hill and the rest of the scouts and leaders left
10:37 p.m. Adjourn
___________________________________                                                                                                     
Janell Braithwaite, City Recorder

___________________________________

Bruce A. Blackham, Mayor 
___________________________________

Approval Date
