
MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING & REGULAR SESSION MEETING 
HELD NOVEMBER 02, 2015 BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M. IN COMMISSION CHAMBERS, 
IN DUCHESNE, UTAH

Present
Commissioner Greg Todd acting as Chairman Pro Tem; Commissioner Ken Burdick, Deputy County Attorney Tyler Allred, Public Works Supervisor Mike Casper, Landfill Director Hal Giles, and Commission Assistant BobbiJo Casper taking minutes of the meeting. 
Absent


Commission Chairman Ronald Winterton was on assignment elsewhere.

Public Works & Landfill Department Update
Mr. Casper stated that the Road Department is in Moon Lake fixing bad spots with gravel for now and fix them next summer.  The Justice Court parking lot was paved last week.  There is still a lot of cleanup work, but they are done with everything else for now.  The painters/stripers will be here next week. We have a 3 line message board coming next week for us to try before we purchase one.  We will work on getting sanders ready for winter. 
Director Giles stated that the Landfill meeting went well last week although they were unable to vote on anything due to a lack of quorum.  They are looking for the bylaws to see if they can vote proxy. 
Consideration Of Bids For Salt Haul
Mr. Casper read the attached bids aloud.  Commissioner Burdick stated that Double C Trucking out of Roosevelt is the apparent low bidder of $40,000 and motioned to accept Double C Trucking as our salt hauler.  Commissioner Todd seconded the motion.  Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Discussion Of A Fire Bills & Fire Suppression
Emergency Management Director Mike Lefler, Emergency Department Secretary Shelly Felter, Deputy Clerk Auditor Nicole Uasila’a & Deputy County Attorney Jared Tingey joined the meeting at 9:36 A.M…
Director Lefler stated that he asked this to be on the agenda to discuss the process of sending bills and why they are sent.  Insurance companies pay for fire suppression of amounts between $500 to $1,000. The county adopted an ordinance to collect $750 to recuperate costs for fires.  We also changed the personnel fees to fight the fires at $21.00 per hour.  We have an agreement with Forest and State Wildlands and we budget for wildland fires so if we spend that, the state comes in and helps.  In the Wildland Urban Interface code, it says that we are to recoup the costs to keep them down to a minimum and actively go after the bill. Last week a fire bill was discussed with the commission and he was not able to make the meeting.  He feels that these discussions should not take place without him, because they only heard one side.  Proper channels were ignored and a permit to burn a house was not obtained.  Attorney Tingey handed out the Utah Code for fire suppression which states that a good faith effort must be made by the counties to recover suppression costs for human caused fires.  If the county has evidence that indicates a responsible party for a fire and chooses not to proceed, suppression cost for that fire is not eligible for reimbursement from the Wildland Fire Suppression Fund.  After consultation between the county and state, the state forester will determine if a good faith effort has been made to recover suppression cost.  Director Lefler stated that if the proper channels are contacted, we can prevent a lot of this.  If the fire gets away, then they are responsible.  Attorney Allred stated that if we don’t collect, we are responsible for billion dollar fires.  He isn’t sure that the bill should be discussed in commission meetings.  Secretary Felter stated that they go through the bills to make sure they have been billed properly and that the documents are very thorough.  If we don’t make people pay their bills, then everyone will think that they don’t need to pay. Attorney Tingey stated that he has researched if the commission has the authority to reduce fire bills and didn’t find anything.  Attorney Allred stated that the commissioners are over expenses not collections.
Director Lefler stated that he also want to discuss fire suppression in new buildings.  Every time this comes up, the builder comes back with not enough water capacity.  They need to meet the intent and minimum requirements to protect the county and emergency responders. People are putting in tanks instead of fire hydrants due to the costs.  He would like to have something in place to fall back on to protect his responders and the public.  Attorney Allred asked if Director Lefler would draft something up and see what other counties are doing.  Commissioner Burdick stated that they don’t want to discourage people from building. 
Discussion Of Indigent Defense
Anna Brower & Marina Lowe with the ALCU of Utah joined the meeting at 10:15 A.M…
Ms. Lowe stated that there are constitutional amendments such as the 6th amendment and there is language called legalese so people need a lawyer to help them understand the language.  Lawyers need to have knowledge of what they are doing and it’s good for defendants to know that they have more than a warm body by their side.  Utah is only one of two states who don’t fund for indigent defense; they put the burden on the counties so there is no oversight.  States across the nation are coming up with a solution to provide defendants with appropriate defense.  The judicial task force found that there is a real problem with the state not accessing this and flat fee contracts is a problem.  Contract public defenders take on ridiculous amounts of caseloads and they don’t have the time with a client that’s needed to give them appropriate defense.  This is a problem and there is likely legislation coming in 2016.  Their concern is that it could take years.  The state needs to provide funding to meet the demand.  Before this is implemented, take an assessment of how things are in your county.  What are the caseloads like and what do you need from the state.  UAC is interested in taking action right away.  There is a lot of money that can be saved at a county level and save on incarceration costs down the line. 
Entered recess at 10:50 A.M…

Reentered Combined Commission Meeting at 11:01 A.M…

Consideration Of Vouchers

Deputy Clerk Auditor Connie Sweat joined the meeting at 11:02 A.M…
The commission reviewed voucher # 133495 to 133548 dated November 02, 2015, in the amount of seven hundred fifty nine thousand five hundred seventy nine dollars and seventy cents ($759,579.70) as presented by the Clerk Auditor’s Office. Commissioner Burdick motioned to approve the vouchers as presented by the Clerk Auditor’s Office. Commissioner Todd seconded the motion.  Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of Tax Adjustments – Assessor

The commission reviewed the tax adjustments presented. Commissioner Burdick motioned to approve the tax adjustment as recommended by the Assessor’s Office. Commissioner Todd seconded the motion.  Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. 

Consideration Of Minutes For Combined Commission Meeting Held October 26, 2015

Assistant Casper stated that the minutes are not ready to be considered.  Agenda item was postponed by general consent.
Commission Calendaring

Adjourn

Commissioner Todd adjourned the meeting at 11:35 A.M.
Read and approved this 09th day of November 2015.
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