
THE STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF SEVIER
CITY OF RICHFIELD
At the City Council
In and For Said City
September 22, 2015
7:01:14 PMMinutes of the Richfield City Council meeting held on Tuesday, September 22, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Richfield City office building located at 75 East Center, Richfield, Utah.   Mayor David C. Ogden presiding.

1. OPENING REMARKS

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL

4. MINUTES APPROVED

5. EXPENDITURES APPROVED

6. CENTRA COM DISCUSSED
7. SEWER INLET STATION PROJECT TO PROCEED
8. PROPOSITION FOR SALES TAX FOR TRANSPORTATION ON THE NOVEMBER BALLOT DISCUSSED 
9. OTHER BUSINESS

10. MEETING ADJOURNED
1. OPENING REMARKS were offered by Michele Jolley.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Nathan Sheffer of Scout Troop 605.

3. ROLL CALL was answered by Mayor Dave Ogden, Councilmembers Richard Barnett, Kathy Christensen, Connie Nielson, City Finance Director Mike Langston and City Recorder Michele Jolley.  Mayor Ogden excused Councilmembers Bryan Burrows and Kevin Arrington and City Manager Matthew Creamer.  7:02:52 PM
Others present:  Michael Snow, Steve J. Clark, Nathan Sheffer, Sonja Sheffer and David Anderson.
4. MINUTES APPROVED.  The Council reviewed the minutes of the meetings held August 25 and September 11, 2015.  7:03:25 PM  

Councilmember Christensen moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held August 25 and September 11, 2015.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  
5. EXPENDITURES.  7:05:52 PM  The Council reviewed the August 2015 Warrant Register and Cash Disbursement Journal.  Councilmember Barnett asked what the $8,000 payment to Wayne White was for.  Mr. Langston stated that it was to purchase supplies for the painting of crosswalks.  

Councilmember Nielson asked why the City pays for testing for the subdivisions.  Mr. Langston explained that we pay the engineers to make sure that the compaction and other City specs are followed, but we get reimbursed from the developer the same amount that we pay.  

Councilmember Nielson asked about the payments for the airport improvements and what they were.  Mr. Langston stated that one payment was a re-payment to FAA because they gave us too much grant money.  The non-FAA payment was for a plow truck.  It will replace the 2-wheel drive 1982 pickup. Councilmember Nielson thought the Council should take another field trip to the airport.  Mr. Langston reported that the airport project is on hold right now because of a historical issue.  Mayor Ogden asked Mr. Langston to explain this issue to the Council.  Mr. Langston stated that SHIPO, which is the State Historical Society, was supposed to give the City a letter allowing us to proceed with the relocation of the canal because of historical purposes.  For whatever reason, we did not get that letter and the engineers never got the letter.  So the project is on hold until this situation is rectified.  
Mayor Ogden noted that he has put together a history of the Richfield Canal because it is a historic canal.  It was dug shortly after the pioneers arrived here.  This purpose of the history is to let them know that we do indeed recognize it as being something created in pioneer times and we honor their work and engineering.  
Councilmember Barnett moved to approve the August 2015 Warrant Register and Cash Disbursement Journal.  Councilmember Christensen moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  7:13:35 PM  
6. CENTRA COM DISCUSSED.  7:14:07 PM  Steve Clark, the Community Development Director for Centra Com, thanked the community for its cooperation.  He stated that Richfield City has always been very accommodating.  When they took over the Precis system in 2007, they had 3 nodes or distribution points and there was no fiber in town.  There were approximately 80 internet users, 60 of which were modems in motel rooms.  The system has been upgraded which gives them the capacity to provide digital TV channels.  7:17:30 PM  They currently have 900 internet customers and they now have 12 nodes which has significantly expanded the capacity of the system.  7:18:14 PM  They have 6 cable technicians living in Sevier County and one that is on call 24 hours a day.  7:20:47 PM  Mayor Ogden commended Mr. Clark on his company’s services noting that a citizen who had a problem reported that within 24 hours of him calling Centra Com the problem was resolved.

7. SEWER INLET STATION PROJECT TO PROCEED. 7:22:45 PM  Councilmember Christensen had voiced some concerns to Mayor Ogden about this project.  Those concerns have been addressed.  7:24:43 PM  Councilmember Christensen moved to proceed with the project.  Councilmember Barnett moved to second.  7:25:01 PM  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.
8. PROPOSITION FOR SALES TAX FOR TRANSPORTATION ON THE NOVEMBER BALLOT DISCUSSED.   Mayor Ogden explained that this would amount to one penny on every $4 that would be collected in the State for transportation projects.  7:25:06 PM  Mr. Langston noted that it is a quarter percent sales tax.  The funds generated from this tax will be designated for transportation needs such as sidewalks, bicycle paths, potholes, roads, bridges, and anything else that is directly related to transportation.  This is an effort that has been approved and encouraged by 17 counties throughout the State.  Richfield City has given Sevier County a letter of support for this proposition to be put on the November ballot.  
9. OTHER BUSINESS.  7:28:57 PM  The Council viewed some ads promoting our golf course.  7:31:38 PM  
Councilmember Barnett reported on the League of Cities and Towns meetings last week.  He reported that there were a lot of breakout sessions that really were not applicable to smaller communities.  One interesting presentation was given by a gentleman whose research is showing that all cities and towns in the United States are going bankrupt. They just do not know it yet.  The fiasco in Detroit when they went bankrupt was a canary in a coalmine rather than the exception to the rule.  An example that was given was a developer comes in and develops a nice new road which he turns over to the city.  Now the city has to upkeep the road for the next 1,000 years and the city has no ongoing source of funds to maintain what has been developed.  7:33:31 PM  
Mayor Ogden reported that in one session he attended they were told that we should never refuse to be educated in what you are doing.  There are only 2 purposes for local government.  To provide services which include clean water coming in and dirty water going out and keeping the roads nice for the public.  Also, everyone needs a sense of community.  They need a place to be from and a place to go home to.  7:36:28 PM  Mayor Ogden stated that when services are provided for a community, that helps people have the sense of a place they want to go home to.  We really do need to be careful not to overspend and not to obligate ourselves because one-time money is really one-time money.  7:39:16 PM   
10. MEETING ADJOURNED.  7:42:12 PM  At 7:42 p.m., Councilmember Christensen moved to adjourn.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  

PASSED and APPROVED this 13 day of October, 2015.
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