Emery County Public Lands Meeting

October 6, 2015

10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

PLC:  Rod Player, Sherrel Ward, Bruce Wilson, Mark H. Williams
PLC Staff:  Ray Peterson, Chelsea Guymon
Public: Becky Anders, Chris Wood, John Anderson, Scott Jackson, Bryan Torgerson, Aaron Farmer, James Wells, Laurel Nielsen, Jake Palma, Darren Olsen, Paula Wellnitz, Josh Winkler, Val Payne, Kelsey Berg, Commissioner Keith Brady
Excused:  Mistie Christiansen, JR Nelson, Laren Huntsman, Ed Geary
1. Welcome: Rod welcomed everyone the meeting.
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Motion by Mark H. to accept the minutes with a second from Bruce. 
3.  Chairman Comments: No comments. 
4.  Commission Report on PLI: The Legislative Tour went well. The Pew and Wilderness Society is pushing back against the antiquities language involving the monument. They are hoping to pass the bill so we have some certainty concerning the PLI. They were sure to point out the sky clarity during the legislative tour. Proponents of the Nuclear Plant would like to renew their land lease with SITLA.
5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM): Becky Anders reported that the Swell is becoming more populated with visitors. The Little Wild Horse Canyon Road Fence Decision was signed in perpetuity. The preparation for the San Rafael Major Leasing Plan was announced. Scoping will begin in late September and will involve 525 acres. There will be public meetings in Castle Dale and Green River. They are trying to resolve long standing lease protests. They are doing an EA to help resolve the litigation issues with the oil and gas leases. They are hoping to do this efficiently through the NEPA process. 
The BLM have been in litigation over the oil and gas leases since 2006. They are hoping the Environmental Assessment will help things move along. An Environment Impact Statement (EIS) could be done in the future if the EA isn't sufficient.
Jake Palma is the new NEPA representative in the Price Field Office.

XTO is proposing 16 new drill pads in the Tavaputs Field. XTO drilling in Carbon County could potentially make its way to Emery County. A Wild Burro gathering will be happening. They will be gathering 50 head of burro from the Sinbad area. They are hoping to do a bait and catch instead of individual roping. They will be doing herd control on this specific group.
Range Creek fuels and restoration project is still in litigation. The BLM has asked for this to be dismissed due to the timing. The Joe's Valley EA is ongoing. They are waiting on the Fish an Wildlife assessment on a sensitive species before moving forward.
Mark H. mentioned that Swasey's Cabin could use some restoration and that there have been cows up by the petroglyphs by Sinbad. The pipe at The Refrigerator is leaking so water isn't going into the trough that is in place to water the wildlife. 
Division of Water Rights (DWRi): 
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR): Chris Wood reported that gill netting has been taking place in the reservoirs the last few weeks. They have been sampling the water to see what kind of fish are in the reservoirs and how they are doing. Habitat work is going on at Cedar Mountain. They are removing pinion and juniper trees to help the under-story. The area will also be seeded. The waterfowl hunt is now open. The youth pheasant hunt opens on the 10th and adult pheasants will be planted the night before the hunt. The pheasant hunt for adults opens up the first weekend of November and birds will be planted the night before opening morning also. Only roosters are planted. The elk hunt is underway currently. Bobcat permits are on sale for $15 and the tag is unlimited. Cougar tags are also on sale. The decision was made not to list the Sage Grouse on the Endangered Species list. There is a new full time manager at the Desert Lake. Ray mentioned that the fishing up Ferron Reservoir is really good.  
School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA): Bryan Torgerson reported that they are getting a new director. Director Carter is retiring. Interviews for the director position are just finishing up. There is some angst concerning the PLI from other counties. There will be a land sale auction on October 28th. There is a proposed land sell in the Green River Industrial Park. The lease agreement expires the beginning of December. There have been some requests recently from individuals wanting to buy plots in the Victor Cemetery in Elmo. It is not in the Cemetery District so there will be no new burials in the Victor Cemetery. They would like to discuss potentially getting it in the Cemetery District. New grazing rules were discussed at a recent board meeting. They are going to look into advertising the grazing rules. Advertising will mainly be on the website instead of in the newspapers. Rules for grazing have been written and are out for review. They will start participating in secondary grazing sales that they were missing out on. Bids will only come up every 15 years. Their board members were very impressed with our counties staff and commissioners. 
Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF): Darren Olsen reported that Greens Hollow and Forest Service signed a consent letter for coal. There is a management plan for the Sage Grouse to keep them unlisted from the endangered species list. Forrest Plan Amendment must be implemented in 2 years. Priority habitat for the Sage Grouse will be around the Wildcat area and Horn Mountain. There are also priority habitats up Joe's Valley from Miller's Flat to Scofield. There will be a review in 5 years to see if the measures that have been taken have helped the Sage Grouse. A timber sale went through at the end of September. Logging is still going on and should be finished up by the end of October. There are 5 active timber sales right now. 
Utah State Parks & Recreation: Aaron Farmer reported that visitation to the State Parks is up. The docks have been removed from Millsite and Huntington reservoirs. Electric hookups are being added to the campgrounds in Huntington. They are starting to have overcrowding issues at some of the parks. Goblin Valley has problems in particular. They are adding water to the camp sites in Green River. There is a fall golf tournament and disc golf tournament coming up as well as the Goblin Valley Ultra Marathon. They are going to the Legislature for permission to spend 4 million dollars on infrastructure projects. They would like to use their excess funds for infrastructure improvements for Green River and Goblin Valley State Parks which includes paving around the boat dock at Green River and replacing the bathrooms in Goblin Valley to flush toilets instead of pit toilets. They would also like to update the bathrooms in Green River. There was a discussion about the Quagga Mussels and the efforts to control them from invading other waters. 
James Wells the Park Naturalist for Goblin Valley reported that Goblin Valley is working on getting their Dark Sky Certification through the International Dark Sky Association. One of the regulations is that all the lights in the park must be pointed down. They have several night hikes and telescope activities in place. They also have full moon and half moon hikes as well as a walk with the bats hike. If you get certified you must market your area as a dark sky destination. Goblin Valley is looking into partnering with other Dark Sky parks in Utah and marketing as a Dark Sky group. It was suggested that in the marketing it is pointed out how clear the skies are as well as dark. Lighting outside the park shouldn't affect the application process. Mark H. motions that we send a letter of support on behalf of Goblin Valley becoming a Dark Sky park with a second from Sherrel.
Washington Delegation Staff: Kelsey Berg reported that Congressman Chaffetz has put his name in to be considered for the Speaker of the House. The PLI is taking longer because the language that came from the lawyers wasn't how they wanted so Fred Ferguson the Chief of Staff is writing it himself. Language and maps will be released for review. They would rather the Sage Grouse be listed instead of the land use plans that will be put in place. A bill passed the house involving the Forrest Service being able to sell land. They are hoping to cut down on work that is involved with the SITLA and BLM land exchange. They are still working on getting support from all entities for the monument.
6.  Additional Issues from Council Members: Sherrel reported that the water year begins October 1st. We are at 60% for water. Cleveland is at 40%, Miller Flat is at 39%, Huntington North is at 38%, Joe's Valley is at 61%. Carry over from plant Electric Lake is at 69%, Mammoth is at 59%, and Millsite is at 55%. Farmers have been able to get 3rd crop hay and there have also been some that have been able to get 4th crop hay. There are several mountain springs that are drying up so we need a good snow pack this year. Fire regeneration is growing back really well. The environmentalists were also impressed with the regeneration and growth that has happened since the fire.
7.  Concerned Citizens: A hydro-electric plant in Orem was shut down recently and there are concerns that our plants could close next. There were also concerns about the nuclear plant reactor. There were also concerns about the lights affecting the Dark Sky designation at Goblin Valley. There was an idea to send the Dark Sky application/support letter to legislators that were involved in the county tour.
8.  Adjourn:  Meeting adjourned. 

