	
	SPECIAL COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

October 21, 2015

The Board of Davis County Commissioners met on October 21, 2015 at 6:30 pm in room 303 of the Davis County Administration Building, 61 South Main Street, Farmington, Utah.  Members present were: Commissioner P. Bret Millburn - Chair, Commissioner John Petroff, Jr., Commissioner Jim Smith, Chief Deputy Clerk/Auditor Heidi Voordeckers, Chief Deputy Civil County Attorney Neal Geddes, and Deputy Clerk/Auditor Janet Hanson. 

	Agenda as posted
	Agenda as posted:
AGENDA

PUBLIC MEETING OF THE

BOARD OF DAVIS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

ON THE PROPOSED TRANSPORTATION TAX BALLOT PROPOSITION 

(Proposition 1)
OPENING


Pledge of Allegiance – By Invitation

PUBLIC MEETING:  

The Davis County Commissioners will hold a public meeting on the proposed transportation tax ballot proposition (Proposition 1) on Wednesday, October 21, 2015 at 6:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard.  The public meeting will be held in the Commission Chambers of the Davis County Administration Building, 61 South Main Street, Farmington, Utah. 

Pursuant to Utah Code Ann. § 59-1-1605, the County Commission shall allow equal time, within reasonable limit, for a presentation of the arguments in favor of the ballot proposition and against the ballot proposition.  The County Commission shall also provide any interested person desiring to be heard an opportunity to present oral testimony at the public meeting within reasonable time limits.

For additional information:  

Check out:  http://www1.daviscountyutah.gov/clerk-auditor/elections2/candidate-ballot-information
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS
ADJOURN

	
	
Commissioner Millburn welcomed all in attendance to the public meeting of the Board of Davis County Commissioners on the proposed transportation tax ballot initiative, otherwise known as Proposition 1.  

	
	
Mayor Don Carroll, Fruit Heights City, led the Pledge of Allegiance. All in attendance were invited to stand and join in.

	
	
To preface the meeting as to why this meeting was being held, Commissioner Millburn indicated it was pursuant to Utah Code Annotated 59-1-1605.  He explained when a ballot initiative is up for a vote, which a number of months back the County Commission took action that placed Proposition 1 on the ballot, by State Code a public meeting must be held where both sides, those that are in favor and those that are not in favor, have an opportunity to express their views and concerns if there are any. 

Commissioner Millburn opened the public meeting for comment inviting those with comments to come to the microphone, asking them to state their name and address.

	
	
Len Arave, 46 South Eaglewood Drive, North Salt Lake.  He is in favor of Proposition 1.  He is also the Mayor of North Salt Lake.  He indicated their city council has voted on this and passed a resolution in support of it.  They have dealt with issues for a long time at the city on how to fund transportation needs.  The League of Cities and Towns has been working on this for a long time.  They are pleased this is finally moving forward and he expressed his support for it.

	
	
Beverly MacFarlane, 2004 North 300 West, Sunset.  She is for Proposition 1.  She can see the advantages of it helping her city with some of their transportation issues.  They need more money funneled through this Proposition.  She is the mayor of Sunset.  Their city council voted in favor of this Proposition as well.

	
	
Bret Millburn, speaking as a citizen and resident of Centerville, 283 East 300 South.  He also indicated that he is a Davis County Commissioner.  He is speaking as an individual, and most importantly, as a parent.  As he has studied this particular issue, he noted it is never easy or desirable to pay more taxes.  He also looks at this, not only for the needs today, but for his future and more importantly, his children’s and his grandchildren’s future.  There are concerns coming from the federal government who are spending us into oblivion on revenues that do not exist, about trying to feed the wants for which we have our hands out.  We are putting that burden on our posterity.  Here is an opportunity where we can, by our own free will and choice, shape the future that we have.  He views this in somewhat simple terms.  To use an analogy, we all like to have a good set of teeth in our mouth.  We will take the time and effort on a daily basis to brush and floss our teeth.  It costs a little bit of money to buy the tooth paste, the tooth brush and floss.  Occasionally, we will go to the dentist for a cleaning and a check-up.  Personally, he would rather spend a little money on the preventative side, rather than ignore those preventive measures and face a root canal later.  It is much cheaper and less painful to take care of what he has now than replace it later.  The same concept applies to our transportation systems.  We are all struggling to fund what we have and make sure our roads and sidewalks are in good repair to get our children safely to and from school and to have a means to provide alternate forms of moving around.  Not everyone has the ability to have a car. They may use a transit component or some other form; i.e. sidewalk or trail.  The other element we are all concerned about is clean air.  These alternate forms of transportation provide us opportunities to get out of our car and help clean the air.  Proposition 1 is the only comprehensive option that has come to the table that he has ever known that is flexible enough and addresses components of all forms of transportation.  It is not the silver bullet.  It is a start.  He reiterated he is speaking as an individual and a father. That is why he is supportive of Proposition 1.

	
	
Barry Burton, 542 West 1200 North, Clinton.  He is the Planning Director for Davis County but he is also an avid trail and bikeway user in this county.  The exciting thing to him, in addition to maintenance and upkeep on our roads, is the potential to use some of these funds toward trails and bikeways.  It is a source of funding unlike any ever seen in this county or state, where there is potentially an ongoing source of funding towards trails.  Prior to this it has been hit or miss with grants, seeking funding from counties and cities.  It tends to be very spotty and there is nothing secure about it.  There is no ongoing funding.  This is an opportunity that there has never been before.  Trails have become very popular in this county.  It amazes him.  There is a lot of work to do.  He would love to see the Bonneville Shoreline trail finished so you could ride a mountain bike from one end to the other.  There are significant pieces of the trail in place now, but it is far from being complete and it will be expensive to do that work.  There are overused trailheads that need work, replacement or relocation.  He is astounded at the use of Adams Canyon trail and Mueller Park trail.  It is a good thing for us and the general health and psyche of the citizens to get out into the mountains and the wilds.  They are in danger of being overused in some cases.  Currently, there is no funding.  Proposition 1 represents an opportunity to do that.  In additional, we have some great trails, paved trails, the Denver Rio Grande Rail Trail, the Legacy Parkway Trail and some others.  They are going to need significant improvements in the future, repaving and other maintenance.  Again, right now it is hit and miss.  Right now the County and cities are contributing everything they can for this, but there will be a time when it becomes a real struggle for us.  There is a lot of improvement in the way of getting people to and from the trails and bikeways throughout the County.  We are behind the game on that aspect.  For him, this is an opportunity we have never had.  He encourages everyone to vote for Proposition 1.

	
	
Commissioner Millburn again made invitation, specifically anyone that would like to speak in opposition, to please share their opinion and have their voice heard and put on the record.

	
	
Steve Hiatt, 697 North 240 East, Kaysville.  He serves as the mayor of Kaysville City and the vice-president of the Utah League of Cities and Towns.  He said there are some important statistics for those that are considering this vote.  The Utah Foundation did a comprehensive, state-wide survey on governmental entities and other entities to understand what the needs are.  The report points out that Utah cities and counties are responsible for 75% of the roadways in the State of Utah.  Yet, only about one-third of the funds available for our roadways are paid for by B&C Road funds.  There are cities, towns and counties around the state that are significantly impacted in their budgets as a result of local transportation.  The Utah Foundation also did a survey of county and city entities and found 82% of municipal and 95% of county respondents state that the funding for their roads is inaccurate.  In another part of the study, it indicated that if we invest $1 now in maintenance, it will save us $10 to $25 in reconstruction costs later.  Those are important things to remember.  The approach to have the voters decide is an important one.  Every little bit does make a difference.  We don’t want to paint ourselves into a corner with the population of the State of Utah due to double by 2050.  Not doing anything for another 10 to 15 years would be incredibly problematic. 

	 
	
John Petroff, Davis County Commissioner, 4945 West 800 North, West Point.  He said he was in favor of Proposition 1.  He said he has been a member of Wasatch Front Regional Council for the past 15 years and has worked on how to pay for the $11 billion shortfall that we will have over the next 25 years.  This will pay for part of it.  It won’t pay for all of it, but it will help.  As Barry mentioned, it is an important thing to have our own money.  As an example, West Point received a $600,000 grant for some trail work this past year.  They had to first spend almost $200,000 of that in engineering fees and government regulations.  If we have our own money, we won’t have to do that.  It will still be engineered and properly done, but we won’t have to pay the high cost of having these special engineers sign-off to meet these federal requirements.  People who want smaller government should be very much in favor of this because this is how you can put the money where you need it without jumping through a bunch of hoops.  He is very much in favor of it.  They have worked hard to figure out ways of funding this shortfall.

	
	
Bob Stevenson, 490 North 1500 East, Layton, also mayor of Layton.  He is very much in favor of this transportation tax.  One of the things that concerns him, as he looks around the room, is there are not many people here and it seems the apathy that takes place.  People have a tendency not to vote or vote against something because they don’t understand it.  The comments that have been made here about the importance of the Proposition and all the things that it can be used for are part of the marketing that everyone needs to understand.  He thinks that the ability for people to vote for it, if they understand what it will do for them, is very strong.  One of the things that he would hope for is that this passes throughout the County so that would end the issue.  He does believe that if it does not pass this year, we should put in place a plan within the next two-years to put this on the ballot again and market it for people to understand the benefits that could take place and what it could bring to them.  He agreed with Commissioner Petroff that we should not lose $200,000 out of $600,000 just to try to make something work because we are using someone else’s money.  He made a very good point. People need to understand the importance of keeping our funds here, which is what this will so.  It keeps it right here in Davis County to where we can use it.  He thinks that if people understood that and understood the importance of it and knew exactly what it would bring to them, the proposition would pass unanimously throughout the County.  Hopefully, it does this year.


	
	
Commissioner Millburn asked again for those that would like to make public comment to come forward.  He said that it was an opportunity for both sides to express their views and opinions.   There were no other public comments.

	              
	
Commissioner Millburn closed the public meeting and called it adjourned.  He thanked those in attendance for coming this evening.

	
	
Adjourned at 6:55 pm.

	
	

	
	_________________________________________              ________________________________________

                               Clerk/Auditor                                                                            Chair


