
Ann Naegelin <anaegelin@utah.gov>

Re: Construction Service Commission Follow­up
1 message

Dan S. Jones <dansjones@utah.gov> Thu, Oct 1, 2015 at 10:41 AM
To: Paul Martin <pmartin@namic.org>
Cc: Melissa Camp <mcamp@agc­utah.org>, "Brian Babcock (Brian@babcockscott.com)"
<Brian@babcockscott.com>, "teri.paulson@integratedslc.com" <teri.paulson@integratedslc.com>,
"sclark@dalebarton.com" <sclark@dalebarton.com>, "rbauman@dalebarton.com" <rbauman@dalebarton.com>,
"Randy Emery (REmery@buckner.com)" <REmery@buckner.com>, "dsnow@beehiveinsurance.com"
<dsnow@beehiveinsurance.com>, "rosskford@gmail.com" <rosskford@gmail.com>, "walter@moreton.com"
<walter@moreton.com>, "mrhunter@summitrmi.com" <mrhunter@summitrmi.com>, "Steven Suchil
(ssuchil@aiadc.org)" <ssuchil@aiadc.org>, "Sektnan, Mark" <mark.sektnan@acicnet.org>, "'Taz Biesinger'
(tazbiesinger@gmail.com)" <tazbiesinger@gmail.com>, Mark Steinagel <msteinagel@utah.gov>, "Walker, Ray"
<raywalker@utah.gov>, "Naegelin, Ann" <anaegelin@utah.gov>

Thanks for the update.  

We put the draft from Melissa's September 23, 2015 email on the Commission agenda for the meeting
yesterday. However, no one showed up to discuss the issue.  Therefore the Commission tabled the issue until
next month.  

It would be helpful if your group discussed the latest proposal and could come to a consensus before the
October meeting.  The October meeting is scheduled for October 28th.

Thanks

Dan S. Jones
Bureau Manager
Phone Number (801) 530­6720
E­mail dansjones@utah.gov
Dopl internet site www.dopl.utah.gov 

On Wed, Sep 30, 2015 at 3:52 PM, Paul Martin <pmartin@namic.org> wrote:

Good afternoon.  After consulting with our membership, NAMIC remains concerned about the latest proposal
for wording the public liability insurance requirement.

 

We believe the following language would fit the stated goals of those on the call as well as our concerns:

 

“The contractor shall obtain public liability insurance appropriate for the work to be performed by the
contractor.”

 

Paul T. Martin
Director­State Affairs,  Southwestern Region

National Association of Mutual Insurance Companies

8905 Marybank Drive

tel:%28801%29%20530-6720
mailto:dansjones@utah.gov
http://www.dopl.utah.gov/
mailto:pmartin@namic.org


Austin, Texas  78750

Cell: 512­267­4817

Office: 317­876­4302

 

www.namic.org

 

Where the future of insurance has its voice

 

From: Melissa Camp [mailto:mcamp@agc­utah.org] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 2:48 PM
Subject: Construction Service Commission Follow­up

 

The Construction Service Commission workgroup met at AGC Headquarters on Wednesday, September 23rd 
for the second time to review  previously submitted proposed changes to rule R156­55a. 

 

We appreciate the efforts of those in attendance and submit the following changes to the draft.

 

Paul Martin and his team have reserved the right to submit additional comments after they have the chance to
further review the revised draft.  But for those “locals” in attendance we are comfortable with and support this
revision for your review. 

 

The public liability insurance coverage required under Subsection 58­55­302(2)(b), and Subsection (1) shall
provide coverage for the scope of work performed. subject to the terms and conditions of the policy.

 

With regards to section R156­55a­501. Unprofessional conduct.

 

                “Unprofessional conduct” includes:

(1)    Failing to notify the Division with respect to any matter for which notification is required under
this rule or Title 58, Chapter 55, the Construction Trades Licensing Act, including a change in
qualifier.  Such failure shall be considered by the Division and the Commission as grounds for
immediate suspension of the contractor license;

(2)    Failing to continuously maintain insurance and registration as required by Subsection 58­55­
302(2) and Section R156­55a302d [in coverage amounts and form as implemented by this

tel:512-267-4817
tel:317-876-4302
https://twitter.com/paulmNAMIC
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100004814794486&fref=ts
https://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=12330518&authType=NAME_SEARCH&authToken=AZBY&locale=en_US&trk=tyah2&trkInfo=tarId%3A1408731530315%2Ctas%3Apaul%20martin%2Cidx%3A1-1-1
http://www.namic.org/
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chapter]; and

(3)    Failing, [upon] within 30 days of a request [by] from the Division [or an upper tier contractor,]
to provide:

(a)    Proof of insurance coverage [within 30 days,]:

(b)   Copy of the licensee’s public insurance policy; or

(c)    Any exclusions included in the licensee’s public insurance policy.

 

 

Melissa Camp
Director of Finance & Administration

2207 So 1070 W, SLC UT 84119

801.363.2753 (Office) | 801.718.5052 (Mobile)

 

 

 

tel:801.363.2753
tel:801.718.5052


Commission members, 

The Home Builders Association of Utah would like to propose we strike R156-55a-301(2)(b) 

(b) The General Building Contractor scope of practice does not include activities described in this 

Subsection under specialty classification 5354-Radon Mitigation Contractor unless the work is performed 

under the immediate supervision of an employee who holds a current certificate issued by the National 

Radon Safety Board {NRSB) or the National Radon Proficiency Program {NEHA-NRPP}. 

As building science improves our ability to build extremely tight homes it increases the possibility of 

Radon gas build up. According to the International Residential Building code "Radon gas is a naturally 

occurring, chemically inert, radioactive gas." It is impossible to test for this gas prior to construction but 

is easily mitigated during construction. Appendix F of the IRC provides specific directions for the 

installation of passive radon gas controls. Once construction is complete the structure can be tested, if it 

is found to have radon gas build up the passive system can be converted over to an active system with 

the simple installation of a small fan. 

The Home Builders Association believes the industry should constantly be looking for cost efficient ways 

to improve the homes built in Utah. The requirement for additional certification to install a simple, non­

mandatory system is burdensome and discourages use. 



APPENDIX F 

PASSIVE RADON GAS CONTROLS I 
(!J~e_provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless specifically referenced in the adopting ordinance.) 
. .., ,_ ~ '. ' 

SECTION AF101 
SCOPE 

_)oi.1 Geri~ral. This appendix contains requirements for 
:i. yo:qstruction in jurisdictions where radon-resistant con­

':rA@c~ion is required. These requirements are intended to pro-
1Md~ a passive means of resisting radon gas entry and prepare 
{~'tdwelling for post-construction radon mitigation, if neces~ 
{Kary (see Figure AF102). Active construction techniques, 
<rathefthan passive techriiques, shall be permitted to be used 
_;;~Here approved. · 

·~~Ht! '· ~ · 
· ~Jnclusion of this appendix by jurisdictions shall be deter-

·n"ed through the use of locally available data or determina~ .. ,. . \ . . 
on of Zo.ne 1 designation in Figure AFlOl and Table 

101(1). 

SECTION AF102 
DEFINITIONS 

AFI02.1 General. For the purpose of these requirements, the 
terms used shall be defined as follows: 

DRAIN TILE LOOP. A continuous length of drain tile or 
~erforated plpe extending around ~ll or part of the internal or 
:$j.ternal perimeter of a basement cir crawl space footing. 

ENCLOSED CRAWL SPACE. A crawl space that is 
::~nclosed with foundation walls inclusive of any windows, 
'.doors, access openings and required vents. · 
·•.;· 

·-GAS-PERMEABLE LAYER. A gas-permeable layer shall 
~ consist of one pf the following: 

1. A unifonh layer of clean aggregate that is not less than 
4 inches (102 mm) thick. The aggregate shall consist of 
material that will pass through a 2-inch (51 mm) sieve 
and be retained by a 1

/ 4-inch (6.4 mm) sieve. 

2. A uniform layer of sand (native or fill) that is not less 
than 4 inches (102 mm) thick and that is overlain by a 
soil gas collection mat or soil gas matting installed in 
accordance with the manufacturer's instructions. 

RADON GAS. A naturally occurring, chemically ·-ine11, 
radioactive gas. 

SOIL-GAS-RETARDER. A continuous membrane of 6-mil 
(0.15 mm) polyethylene used to retard the flow of soil gases 
into a dwelling. 

SUBMEMBRANE DEPRESSURIZA TION SYSTEM. A 
system designed to achieve lower submembrane air pressure 
relative to basement or crawl space air pressure by use of a 
vent drawing air from beneath the soil-gas-retarder mem­
brane. 

SUBSLAB DEPRESSURIZATION SYSTEM (Passive). A 
system designed to achieve lower subslab air pressure rela-

2015 INTERNATIONAL RESIDENTIAL CODE® 

tive to indoor air pressure by use of a vent pipe drawing air 

1
~_,. 

from beneath concrete floor slabs or other floor assemblies 
that are in contact with the ground. 

VENT PIPE. Not less than a 3-inch-diameter (76 mm) ABS 
or PVC ·gas-tight pipe extending from the gas permeable 
layer through the roof. 

SECTION AF103 
PASSIVE RADON-RESISTANT 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

AF103.1 General. The following components of a passive 
submembrane or subslab depressurization . system shall be 
installed during construction. · 

AF103.2 Entry routes. Potential radon entry routes shall be 
closed in accordance with Sections AF103.2. l through 
AF103.2.8. 

• 

AF103.2.1 Floor openings. Openings around bathtubs, 
showers, water closets, pipes, wires or other objects that 
penetrate concrete slabs, or other floor assemblies, shall be 
filled with a polyurethane caulk or expanding foam 
applied in accordance with the manufacturer's instruc­
tions. 

1-AF103.2.2 Sumps. Sumps open to soil or serving as the 
termination point for subslab or exterior drain tile loops 
shall be covered with a gasketed or sealed lid. Sumps used I 
as the suction point in a subslab depressurization system 
shall have a lid designed to accommodate the vent pipe. 
Sumps used as a floor drain shall have a lid equipped with 
a trapped inlet. 

AF103.2.3 Foundation walls. Hollow block masonry I 
foundation walls shall be constructed with a continuous 
course of solid masom)', one course of masonry grouted 
solid, or a solid concrete beam at or above grade. Where a 
brick veneer or other masonry ledge is installed, the course 
immediately below that ledge shall be solid masonry, one 
course of masonry grouted solid, or a solid ·concrete beam. 
Joints, cracks or other openings around penetrations of 
both exterior and interior surfaces of foundation walls 
below grade shall be filled with polyurethane caulk. 

AF103.2'.4 Dampproofing. The exterior surfaces of foun­
dation walls below grade shall be dampproofed in accor­
dance with Section R406. 

AF103.2.5 Air-conditioning systems. Entry points, joints I 
or other openings into air-conditioning systems in 
enclosed crawl spaces shall be sealed. 

Exception: Systems with gasketed seams or that are 
otherwise sealed by the manufacturer. 
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APPENDIX F 

AF103.2.6 Ducts. Ductwork passing through or beneath a 
slab within a dwelling shall be of seamless material unless 
the air-conditioning system is designed to maintain contin­
uous positive pressure within such ducting. Joints in such 
ductwork shall be sealed. 

Ductwork located in enclosed crawl spaces shall have 
seams and joints sealed by closure systems in accordance 
with Section Ml601.4.l. 

AF103.2.7 Crawl space access. Access doors and other 
openings or penetrations between basements and adjoining 

I 
crawl spaces shall be closed, gasketed or sealed. 

AF103.3 Basements or enclosed crawl spaces with soil 
flQors. In dwellings with basements or enclosed crawl spaces 
with soil floors, the following components of a passive sub­
membrane depressurization system shall be installed during 
construction. 

Exception: Basements or enclosed crawl spaces that are 
provided with a continuously operated mechanical exhaust 
system in accordance with Section R408.3. 

AF103.3.1 Soil-gas-retarder. The soil in basements and 
enclosed crawl spaces shall be covered with a soil-gas­
retarder. The soil-gas-retarder shall be lapped not less than 
12 inches (305 mm) at joints and shall extend to founda­
tion walls enclosing the basement or crawl space. The soil­
gas-retarder shall fit closely around any pipe, wire or other 
penetrations of the material. Punctures or tears in the 
material shall be sealed or covered with additional sheet-
ing. 

AF103.3.2 "T" fitting and vent pipe. A 3- or 4-inch "T" 
fitting shall be inserted beneath the so_il-gas-retarder and 
be connected to a vent pipe. The vent pipe shall extend 
through the conditioned space of the dwelling and termi­
nate not less than 12 inches (305 mrn)-above the roof in a 
location not less than IO feet (3048 mm) away from any 
window or other opening into the conditioned spaces of 
the building that is less than 2 feet (610 mm) below the 
exhaust point. 

AF103.4 Basements or enclosed crawl spaces with con­
crete floors or other floor systems and slab-on-grade 
dwellings. The following components of a passive subslab 
depressurization system shall be installed during construction 
in slab-on-grade dwellings or in dwellings with basements or 
crawl spaces with concrete or other floor systems. 

AF103.4.1 Sub-slab preparation. A layer of gas-perme­
able material shall be placed under concrete slabs and 
other floor systems that directly contact the ground and are 
within the walls of the dwelling. 

AF103.4.2 Soil-gas-retarder. A soil-gas-retarder shall be 
placed on top of the gas-permeable layer prior to casting 
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the slab or placing the floor assembly. The soil-gas­
retarder shall cover the entire floor area with separate sec­
tions lapped not less than 12 inches (305 mm). The soil­
gas-retarder shall fit closely around any pipe, wire, or -
other penetrations of the material. Punctures or tears in the 
material shall be sealed or covered. 

AF103.4.3 "T" fitting and vent pipe. Before a slab is cast 
or other floor system is installed, a "T" fitting shall be .· 
inserted_below the slab or other floor system and the soil-.: 
gas-retarder. The "T" fitting shall be connected to a vent--­
pipe. The vent pipe shall extend through the condition_ed : 
space of the dwelling and terminate not less than 12 intl:ies; 
(305 mm) above the roof in a location not less thari 10 fee( 
(3048 mm) away from any window or other opening rnto :'. 
the conditioned spaces of the building that is less than iY 
feet (610 mm) below the exhaust point. 

.. . ·ii'.~~~ .. ~~-
AF103.5 Drain tile and sump used for depressurizatiQn,} 
As an alternative to inserting a vent pipe into a "T'.' fitting;~!:! 
vent pipe shall be permitted to be inserted directly into ~:'.~ 
interior perimeter drain tile loop or through a sump cover'.; 
where the drain tile or sump is exposed to the gas-perille'a!Jl~~ 
~~ -~ 
AF103.6 Multiple vent pipes. In dwellings where illterleff~~ 
footings or other barriers separate the gas-permeable layer~~~ 
each area shall be fitted with an individual vent pipe. Vei}W 
pipes shall connect to a single vent that terminates above t~f~I~\ 
roof or each individual vent pipe shall terminate separ_. - ,,_.,,, 
above the roof. ·' - ' 

· AF103.7 Combination foundations. Where basement 
crawl space floors are on different levels, each 1evt:!fX 
have a separate vent pipe. Multiple vent pipes shall bepe ':·: 
ted to be connected to a sirigle vent pipe that terminates ilQ 
the roof. · · - -, -~ 

AF103.8 Vent pipe drainage. Components of the radon-;y~~ 
pipe system shall be illstalled to provide positive drainageJ 
the ground beneath the soil-gas-retarder. - - -~ -' )/; 

AF103.9 Vent pipe identification. Exposed and visible ~­
rior vent pipes shall be identified with not less than one _l4. 
on each floor and in accessible attics. The label shall r~ 
"Radon Reduction System." 

AF103.10 Power source and access for future radon f~~ ... 
To provide for future installation of a radon fan, an el~c@q~;;~ , 
circuit terminated in an approved box shall be installedd~t~i~ · 
ing construction in the anticipated location of the radoiJ.fa.~_~'if~ -· 
An accessible clear space 24 inches (610 mm) in diamet.efl;lyj\ 
3 feet (914 mm) in height adjacent to the vent pipe s,lj~J:F~~J,\ 
provided at the anticipated location of a future radon faiL~~~i;t 

, {-'i::~-~>)~t 
.( 
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APPENDIX F 

TYPICAL SUBSLAB DEPRESSURIZATION 
PASSIVE RADON SYSTEM 

• 

LIVING AREA 

GRADE 

GRA~V~E~L..l.L..-~~~~~~~-----l'*1--~~~ 
BASEMENT 

GRADE 
GRAVEL 

SLAB ... 
POLYETHYLENE 
SHEETING 

························ . ..................... . ························ . ······················ ························ 
.......... . ........ . 
·:·:·:-:-:-:-:-:-:.: 

PASSIVE RADON SYSTEM USING 
DRAIN TILE LOOP 

LIVING AREA 

GRADE ~-~~~~~~~~~~~-j 

GRAVEL: 

BASEMENT 

DRAIN TILE LOOP 

POLYETHYLENE 
SHEETING 

FIGURE AF102 

PASSIVE RADON SYSTEM VENTED 
THROUGH SUMP 

BASEMENT 

SUBMEMBRANE DEPRESSURIZATION SYSTEM 
FOR CRAWL SPACE 

LIVING AREA 

CRAWLSPACE 

... 

PERFORATED 
DRAIN TILE 

RADON-RESISTANT CONSTRUCTION DETAILS FOR FOUR FOUNDATION TYPES 
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