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Tuesday, August 11, 2015

The Tooele County Board of Education held a regular scheduled meeting and Truth-in-Taxation Hearing on Tuesday, August 11, 2015.  The following were present:

	Board Members
	
	Administration
	

	Maresa Manzione, President
	Present
	Scott Rogers, Superintendent
	Present

	Carol Jensen, Vice President
	Present
	Lark Reynolds, Business Administrator
	Present

	Scott Bryan, Board Member
	Present
	Deb Bushek, Cir/Inst & Assessment Director
	Present

	Julia Holt, Board Member
	Present
	Terry Christensen, Human Resources Dir
	Present

	Alan Mouritsen, Board Member
	Present
	JoAn Coon, Elementary Education Director
	Present

	Karen Nelson, Board Member
	Present
	Mat Jackson, Special Education Director
	Present

	Kathy Taylor, Board Member
	Present
	Doelene Pitt, Assistant Superintendent
	Present

	
	
	Hal Strain, Secondary Education Director
	Present

	
	
	Diane Valdez, Administrative Assistant
	Present



President Manzione conducted the meeting.  Notice of the time, place, and agenda had been given to the Transcript Bulletin and to each member of the governing body more than two days before the meeting. The notice of hearing was published in the Transcript Bulletin two weeks in advance.  The agenda and hearing were also published on the Public Notice Website.

1. Executive Session, 6:00 p.m. (Closed to the Public)
1.1 Personnel / Negotiations / Property / Litigation
President Manzione called the meeting to order at 6:08pm in the Executive Conference Room for roll call and a vote to convene into Executive Session.

2. Business Meeting, 7:00 p.m. (Start of Public Meeting)
2.1 Welcome and Roll Call
President Manzione called the meeting to order at 7:01pm and welcomed everyone.  

2.2 Pledge of Allegiance
President Manzione led the Pledge of Allegiance

3. Truth in Taxation Hearing
3.1 Presentation
Prior to opening the meeting to the public for comment, Mr. Reynolds presented the PowerPoint briefing provided to the Board and the public in the agenda packet.

3.2 Patron Comments (Individuals will receive three minutes for comment)
· Christy Johnson, Homeless Liaison: Thanked the Board of Education and Administration for all the support of the Community Closet. She presented them with a poster signed by the children.
· Bill Dixon, Citizen: Opposed keeping the current property tax rate. Those on a fixed income have had enough increases.
· Elizabeth Tripp, Grantsville citizen: Addressed her reassessed property and the tax increase.
· Wade Hadlock, Stansbury Park: Addressed his personal tax statement and expressed that we need to tax the new people to the area. He doesn’t dispute that we need the new schools and that the District has capital needs. He would like to see that the needs are met with the extra revenue.
· Sharon Boyle, Grantsville: She and her husband are new to the county. The money is going to a worthy cause.  She questioned the valuation of the homes and President Manzione recommended she contact the county as they set the rates.
· Rich Cunningham, Lake Point: Our jobs are not matching the rate of increase with the taxes.
3.3 Resolution Adopting Final Tax Rates and Budgets
The Board of Education adopted a tentative budget in June that included the proposed tax rate of 0.009593%, which is the same rate as last year. The Board needs to adopt the proposed resolution in order to increase taxes. If the resolution does not pass, then the District can only levy a tax rate up to the certified tax rate and must amend the budget.
The Superintendent said the District is underfunded for capital funds and we are struggling to keep our facilities in shape. If we keep a flat rate, the public knows what their taxes will be yearly. Member Lawrence asked if it would be best to forgo the truth in taxation this year due to the bond proposition that will be presented to the Board of Education for approval in this agenda. President Manzione stated that rate has been incorporated into our budget that the Board approved in June, pending the August truth in taxation. Member Lawrence said he does not like the tax increase but there is no "fat" in this budget. President Manzione also identified that this affects the bonding rate for the District. Member Bryan expressed if the District does not hold the flat rate, then we won't have the funds to provide for the new homes and new students in the District.
Motion:
Approve the resolution adopting final tax rates and budgets as presented and set the rate for 2015 at 0.009593 which was the proposed rate.

Motion by Scott Bryan, second by Kathy Taylor. 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Alan Mouritsen, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott Bryan

3 
3.1 
3.2 
3.3 
3.4 Adoption of the Budget
The agenda packet contained a copy of the version 2 tentative budget that was adopted in June. Mr. Reynolds reviewed the budget prior to a motion.

Motion:  
Adopt Version 2 of the Budget, as presented, as the Board Approved Beginning Budget for the 2015-2016 Fiscal Year.
	
Motion by Scott Bryan, second by Matt Lawrence. 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Alan Mouritsen, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott Bryan

4. Consent Items
4.1 Minutes
4.2 Expenditure Reports
4.3 Revenue Reports
4.4 Disbursements
4.5 Personnel Decisions

Motion:  
Approve the consent calendar.

Motion by Carol Jensen, second by Alan Mouritsen.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Alan Mouritsen, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott Bryan

5. Information / Discussion Items
5.1 Peachjar – New Electronic Flyer Communication System
Superintendent Rogers briefed the Board of Education on a new program, Peachjar. The cloud-based platform makes it easy for school districts to deploy and manage their digital flyer approval and delivery system, delivering flyers right to parents' smartphones. School districts streamline their flyer operations, save significantly on touch labor and increase the effectiveness of the flyers reaching their intended audience, the parents. With Peachjar, flyers are digitally approved and distributed directly to parents and they are posted to each school’s website automatically.
5.2 Junior Jazz Program
The Superintendent informed the Board and audience that this is a discussion item and is not intended to form any conclusion. There is community interest to bring the Jr. Jazz program back to the Tooele area. The Superintendent was approached wanting to know how to address the Board of Education and discuss previous problems the District had with Jr. Jazz. The following addressed the Board in regard to the basketball programs in the valley for the youth:
· Terry Taylor, parent that would like to bring Jr. Jazz back to Tooele: Mr. Taylor believes there is a lot of our youth that miss out on an opportunity to learn and play basketball. He doesn’t want to infringe on programs the schools have developed as a fundraiser for their school.
· Nate Martinez, works for the Jazz: He apologized for the way the program ended in prior years and agreed that a local resident should not manage the funds. He has been working with the city and/or county departments to see if they could be involved to manage the funds. The program would have to have communication and collaboration with the District and would need to schedule some time in the school gyms. Superintendent Rogers interjected that school teams get precedence over the community when it comes to the use of school gymnasiums. Mr. Martinez explained that the Jr. Jazz program is recreational and not all of the players will necessarily pursue the sport.
· Jared Sagers, works with the Jazz: Jared grew up in Vernon and expressed how much he enjoyed the Jr. Jazz program during his youth.
· Rich Lakin, Head Boys Basketball Coach for Stansbury High School: He explained that Jr. Stallion Basketball is well supported by the community. He reviewed the activities of the program and said the funds from this program allow him to reduce the costs of equipment, tournaments and expenses for the parents.
· Kenzie Newton, Head Girls Basketball Coach for Stansbury High School: Coach Newton further emphasized the value of the Jr. Stallions to her program and what the program does for the youth. She expressed that she has a hard time seeing the two programs co-exist. The gymnasiums are booked solid for the various activities within the schools.
· Coach Thomas Wear: Head Girls Basketball Coach at Tooele High School: Coach Wear identified the program that has been developed for the girls in Tooele. He said participation is slowly growing and agrees that there just isn’t any room in the gyms for the Jr. Jazz to co-exist.
5.3 Vernon Property Appraisal and Sale
Mr. David Gumucio, Realtor Agent, has been working to sell District-owned property that is not beneficial to the District. Such property was identified in Vernon. The Vernon property was sold at the appraised price of $17,500.

Motion:
Approve the sale of the Vernon property as described for the appraised value of $17,500.

Motion by Scott Bryan, second by Alan Mouritsen.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Alan Mouritsen, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott Bryan

6. Action Items 
6.1 Resolution Providing for the Holding of a Special Bond Election on November 3, 2015 for the Purpose of Submitting to the Qualified Electors of the District the Question of the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds of the Board in an amount not to exceed $49,000,000; and Providing for Related Matters
The School Board discussed issuing a bond this year in a work meeting on June 4th for the following projects: The main reason for the Bond would be to build an elementary school in Stansbury Park and at the same time to build another elementary school large enough to replace both East and Harris Elementary Schools, which are aging buildings. The remaining proceeds will be used to upgrade Tooele Junior High School, purchase land for future schools, and other miscellaneous projects. The public will be asked if the Board of Education should be authorized to issue general obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed $49M.

Bruce Williams, Zions Public Finance, and Brandon Johnson, Farnsworth Johnson PLLC, were available to discuss the information before the Board of Education as they prepared to vote for a resolution that will provide for a Special Bond Election on November 3, 2015. The tax impact on an average home valued at $170K would be about $18.19 per year and $33.07 on a business property having the same value.

Motion:
Approve the Resolution providing for a Special Bond Election on November 3, 2015 for the purpose of submitting to the qualified electors of the District the question of the issuance of General Obligation Bonds in an amount not to exceed $ (49m) as presented.

Motion by Carol Jensen, second by Matt Lawrence. 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Alan Mouritsen, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott Bryan

Following the unanimous vote to go forth with a special bond election on November 3, 2015, there was discussion that the word must get out. It will take a concerted effort on the part of the Board of Education and District Administration to inform the public.

6.2 Policy 4014, Employee Leave, 1st Reading
Lark Reynolds, Business Administrator, explained when the Board adopted this policy last month, the proposal did not address the carryover of personal leave days, and therefore it is being brought back to clarify that section of the policy.

Motion:  
Approve the changes made to Policy 4014, Employee Leave, as presented.  

Motion by Kathy Taylor, second by Julia Holt.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Alan Mouritsen, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott Bryan 

6.3 Policy 4009, Educator Evaluation, 1st Read
Doelene Pitt, Assistant Superintendent, explained that the Educator Evaluation Policy must inform the employee that personal information will remain confidential. The proposed amendment is only adding that statement and it was recommended the policy be approved for implementation.

Motion:  	
Approve the recommended change to Policy 4009, Educator Evaluation. 
	
Motion by Alan Mouritsen, second by Scott Bryan.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Alan Mouritsen, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott Bryan
 
6.4 Policy 4005, Recruitment and Selection, 1st Read
The recommended change to Policy 4005 is a result of negotiations with the Tooele Education Support Professionals Association (TESPA). In as much as the TESPA Negotiated Agreement was approved by the Board of Education, it was recommended by Superintendent Rogers for the Board to approve the policy on the first reading.
	
Motion:
Approve the change to Policy 4005, Recruitment and Selection. 
	
Motion by Kathy Taylor, second by Julia Holt.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Alan Mouritsen, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott Bryan

7. Adjourn (10:00 p.m. Curfew)

Motion:  
Motion to Adjourn (9:19pm)

Motion by Scott Bryan, second by Alan Mouritsen. 
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Yea: Kathy Taylor, Alan Mouritsen, Julia Holt, Maresa Manzione, Carol Jensen, Matt Lawrence, Scott Bryan
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