Minutes of the State Advisory Board on Children’s Justice
July 17, 2015 11:30 am
Utah Attorney General’s Office
5272 So. College Dr.
Salt Lake City, UT

	Cheryl Boren
	Welcome/Approval of Minutes

	Motion to approve: Mike Stauffer. Seconded: Craig Barlow
Approved

	Cheryl Boren
CJC Directors
	Announcements/CJC Accomplishments

	Susanne: South Valley CJC met with architect and West Jordan to see if they could expand building. Possible to do a u-shaped building or make two-stories. Pro bono to design. Much more cost effective to construct during work time, but disruptive. Could have going on evenings and weekends, but more expensive.
Rebecca: Annual Fundraiser dollhouse festival in Oct. 8-10. 

	Laura Seklemian
	State Advisory Board Membership Report
1) Current Vacancies and Nominations

	Judge Liz Hruby-Mills in 3rd District Court has been appointed, replacing Judge Kelly. 
Elizabeth Knight has been appointed to the bench in Juvenile Court in 3rd District. Acting Director for Office of Guardian ad Litem is Kristen Fadel. Jennifer is stepping in for acting director for this meeting. 
Still waiting for the Chief Justice’s appointment for the Court Appointed Special Advocate Position.
Have not received any nominations for the Children with Disabilities Representative. The group should recruit.
Deondra Brown has been recommended to Missy Larsen and AG Sean Reyes for the Adult Survivor of Child Abuse. Waiting for official appointment.

	Jane Braun
	NCA Chapter Accreditation

	With accreditation, NCA is guaranteeing the highest level of services. Must ensure to fed and state governments that chapters provide oversight to CACs, provide training opportunities, etc. Utah has one of the highest performing chapters nationally. So thorough and progressive and effective thanks to Tracey. 

	Tracey Tabet
	CJC Program Administrator’s Report
1) NCA National Chapter Summit
2) NCA Strategic Plan

	NCA selected Salt Lake City as host city for National Chapter Summit in October. Colleagues from the chapters around 50 states, NCA staff, etc., will be in attendance. The Avenues Center will be toured. Our chapter will also discuss its partnership with the LDS Church through funding, training, and dialoguing.
Strategic Plan: Chapter has been working to collect data regarding objectives and top priorities for NCA. Discussed this morning in director meeting. Tracey will compile a report, submit to NCA. This will be a blue print for the future that will be representative of what centers want. Please call Tracey if you have any input.

	Group
	VOCA – CJCs and Eligibility

	Some CJCs have encountered challenges when it comes to VOCA funding, which can provide up to four times more money for centers. The current guidelines list what is allowable under VOCA, but UT may be interpreting more narrowly than the federal guidelines. Utah VOCA  may not be aware that each CJC provides direct services to children, and may mistakenly think that because CJCs have a line item, they do not need any other funding. Gary Scheller is getting clarification on what constitutes supplanting, especially when some positions are funded with one-time money. CJCs that work with VOCA will provide input. Susanne suggested that the CJCs who have used VOCA grants can submit their annual reports on VOCA to show services given and number of people served. Tracey is speaking with the State VOCA Admin and would like to set up a meeting with VOCA and some of the directors to help VOCA understand services.

	Rebecca Martell
	Media Reports on Cases Brought to CJCs

	Judges in Utah County require law enforcement to be very specific for probable cause in order to set higher bail, but then media has access to probable cause statements, victim statements, etc. (as they become public record) and publish them. It appears to families that CJCs are telling the media. The media should be calling a PIO, but they are not. Craig and Missy can look into a victim impact report attached to the statement of probable cause. Centers can and should also talk to editors and editorial boards about the issue. They will likely be glad to help. Centers could also talk about the problem with the Utah Press Association. Media lawyers should also be made aware, as statements of probable cause are not proof at all, and so can lead to problems with invasion of privacy or defamation when published. Media could also be invited to centers and given a tour to learn how critical it is to keep that information private. Centers should also use Google Alerts so they can see articles as soon as they come out so they can contact media if necessary. Even if information is printed, make sure it is changed on the media websites because that is the version that will live on. If reporters call for more info, we do not give it out and must make it clear we do not represent the victim, but we can forward the reporter’s info to the victim, as sometimes the victims want their stories out. Chapter-wide, Craig will research legal issues, and Missy and Katherine will create a document to use in communities with media.

	Group
	Forensic Interview Initiative Discussion

	Only 3 sites are prepared to move forward. Obstacle for forensic interviewer for each site is coming up with matching funds from the counties. Legislator is willing to give CJC authority to get project off ground. Tracey is reworking the budget for much lower match requirement that makes counties less reluctant to move forward. Could be a contract employee instead of merit employee. If you have ideas to remove barriers, let her know. Tracey will create an official document on letterhead including the purpose, intention, process etc. of initiative.

	Missy Larsen
	CJC Program Needs/Legislation

	Met with State Representative on Utah County Board, suggested having legislators on State Advisory Board or local boards. Missy, Craig, Tracey, and Wade looking at legislation to completely revise statute for future, as it does not reflect current additional responsibilities, training, evaluations, etc. Will bring CJC program to the attention of the legislature and show needs and strengths. Statute will add that additional members as needed can be appointed on the state level. A solid draft will be presented at the November meeting.
CJC Director Needs Assessment distributed. Preliminary report includes demographic data, unique challenges, highest needs of technical support. Susanne mentioned that the five directors who work 40 hours/week, but at multiple sites are truly part-time, because they are not able to direct 40 hours at each site. 
Katherine will be creating a report with graphs, etc. for legislature and local level. 

	Rod Layton
	DCFS and Cases Involving Juvenile Offenders

	There will be a meeting on September 25 to discussed juvenile offenders investigated by DCFS and what effect a change in protocol will have on the centers. Rod and Tracey will be attending, as will other agencies.  This is a very preliminary discussion. Juveniles have been listed as perpetrators in the system, and no one likes how they are classified. DCFS wants to address and alternative response that will be more family and victim friendly. Will also discuss the problem of the medical community having to report consensual sex among teenagers, which leads the teenagers to stop telling the medical community and causes a public health issue. After the discussion, the group will determine what steps will be needed. Rod and Tracey will be kept in the loop and can report as needed.

	Laura Seklemian
	Medical Program Update
	Toni Laskey out of town. Medical program moving forward.
Cheryl needs a new medical provider. She is currently using Vernal’s. 

	Kenna Jones
	Report from Council on Crime Victims

	Deferred to Shelley Haupt. August 13, discussed following legislation: 
Justice Court training: cases usually hit justice court before district court, so training should be in place for judges. Jail release waivers:  when someone released on bail for domestic violence, sometimes they leave before they sign that they will be in court and will not be in contact with victim. Donna Kelley and Gary Scheller have a restitution idea: when a cash bail is posted, the person posting it should sign that they are aware that money may be used for restitution for victim or court fees. Make strangulation more serious offense.
Giving victims some access to pre-sentencing investigations.

	Rod Layton
	State Board Standing Committees
1) Directors

	Discussed NCA Strategic Plan & Standards, OMS, Forensic Interview Training, CJC Needs Assessment, DCFS and Juvenile Defender Meeting. Discussion on VOCA, additional money available, how to get those funds. Talked about email from Ombudsman re: general complaints about investigations. Will talk about it more next time. Talked about changing board and meeting dates. Friday works best, but possibly hold advisory board meetings quarterly instead of 5 times/year. Won’t move on it today, but will carry it to November’s meeting, be ready to move forward in January.

	Cheryl Boren
	Public Comments
	None.

	Cheryl Boren
	Next Board Meeting
	November 20th, 2015.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion to adjourn: Jenny Bonaudi. Seconded: Tanya Perkins. Adjourned.
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