
DIXIE TRANSPORTATION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (DTEC) 
MINUTES 

August 19, 2015 
 
VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT 
Chairman Chris Hart, Ivins Mayor 
Darrin LeFevre, Toquerville Mayor 
Wayne Peterson, Leeds Mayor 
Naghi Zeenati, Utah Transportation Commission, Region 4 
Bette Arial, St. George City Council, Senator Mike Lee’s Office 
Ken Sizemore, Santa Clara City Council 
Pam Humphries, Hurricane City Council 
Jeff Turek, Washington City Council 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Cameron Cutler, St. George City 
Kyle Gubler, LaVerkin City Administrator 
Gary Webster, Cong. Chris Stewart’s Office 
Bill Swadley, Senator Hatch’s Office 
Dana Meier, UDOT 
Rick Torgerson, UDOT 
Eldon Bingham, UDOT  
Myron Lee, Dixie MPO 
Dave Demas, Dixie MPO 
Curt Hutchings, Five County AOG 
Bryan Thiriot, Five County AOG 
Arthur LeBaron, Hurricane City 
Dave Glen, Ivins City 
Chuck Gillett, Ivins City 
Mike Shaw, Washington City 
Steve Call, Federal Highway Administration 
David Cox, Federal Highway Administration 
Justin Morgan, Federal Highway Administration 
Susan Crook, Citizen’s of Dixie’s Future 
 
EXCUSED 
Zachary Renstrom, County Commission 
Vice Chairman Jon Pike, St. George Mayor 
Stan Smith, Springdale Mayor 
Ron Whitehead, Washington County 
John Bramall, Hurricane Mayor 
Bruce Densley, Virgin Mayor 
Rick Moser, Apple Valley Mayor 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Chris Hart welcomed all in attendance and introductions were made. It was 
established that a quorum exists for voting on action items. 
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BUSINESS 
 

A. Approval of Minutes from June 17, 2015 Meeting 
 
MOTION: Motion by Naghi Zeenati to Approve the Minutes from the June 17, 

2015, DTEC meeting. Motion seconded by Ken Sizemore and carried 
by unanimous vote. 

 
B. Adopt 2016-2020 TIP (Resolution 2015-01) 

 
Myron Lee distributed copies of Resolution No. 2015-01 to those in attendance and 
explained that this was a resolution adopting the Dixie Metropolitan Planning 
Organization’s (MPO) 2016-2020 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP). He 
explained that it was available for public comment during the month of July, and was 
then recommended for approval by the Technical Advisory Committee. Once it 
becomes official, the State will adopt it into their State Transportation Improvement 
Program (STIP).  
 
MOTION: Motion by Jeff Turek to Adopt the Dixie Metropolitan Planning 

Organization’s (Dixie MPO’s) 2016-2020 Transportation Improvement 
Program. Motion seconded by Bette Arial and carried by unanimous 
vote. 

 
C. BLM Resource Management Plan (review contract) 

 
Mr. Lee explained that the BLM has issued the resource management plan for the St. 
George and Beaver Dam Wash areas. The plan makes a strong argument against the 
Northern Corridor by misinterpreting or misrepresenting several of the studies the MPO 
has submitted and making false assumptions regarding those misinterpretations.  
 
Dave Demas and Mr. Lee have read sections of the plan and it is their recommendation 
to hire Jacob’s Engineering to review the plan from a professional perspective to render 
comments and identify the misinformation used in the resource management plan. 
 
He went on to explain that in order to hire Jacob’s Engineering, an additional eight 
thousand dollars ($8,000) would need to be approved to go toward that effort. Those 
are MPO fund reserves and are specifically used for such purposes. The Technical 
Advisory Committee has recommended the use of Jacob’s Engineering. The total 
charges are anticipated not to exceed eighteen thousand dollars ($18,000).  
 
Currently, the MPO has a contract with Jacob’s Engineering, thus, the first ten thousand 
dollars ($10,000) will be paid from that existing on-call contract. The remaining eight 
thousand dollars ($8,000) must be approved by the Committee.  
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Ken Sizemore suggested the local government agencies meet face to face with the new 
BLM Field Officer Manager to explain the history of the area and to help him understand 
the importance of the Northern Corridor.  
 
MOTION: Motion by Jeff Turek to approve the request for $8,000 for the use of 

Jacob’s Engineering to review the BLM Resource Management Plan. 
Motion seconded by Naghi Zeenati and carried by unanimous vote. 

 
D. Self-Certification (Resolution 2015-02) 

 
Mr. Lee distributed copies of Resolution 2015-02 to the Committee and explained that 
this is an annual resolution that must be passed in order to certify that federal guidelines 
are being followed by the MPO. He mentioned that it comes to DTEC with high 
recommendations from the Dixie Transportation Advisory Committee (DTAC). He went 
on to say that he feels strongly that the MPO is fulfilling the role that has been 
designated to them.  
 
MOTION: Motion by Naghi Zeenati to Adopt the Urban Transportation Planning 

Process Certification (Resolution 2015-02).  Motion seconded by Jeff 
Turek and carried by unanimous vote. 

 
REPORTS / DISCUSSIONS 
 

A. Transit Study RFP (St. George to Zion) 
 
Mr. Lee explained that the MPO is in the process of selecting a consultant to perform a 
transit study for expanding transit between St. George and Springdale. Currently, there 
is a shuttle that provides service to Zion National Park, as well as the Sun Tran System 
which provides transportation in the St. George area. The study would examine the cost 
of creating a transit connection between the two systems. 
 
This request for purchase (RFP) was previously approved by the DTEC Committee and 
has funding from the MPO, Council of Governments and UDOT. He mentioned that they 
have three (3) proposals that are being analyzed and a consultant will be selected from 
the most qualified. The price of the study is not to exceed eighty thousand dollars 
($80,000).   

 
B. Local Option Sales Tax 

 
Chairman Hart stated that a poll has been taken of Washington County voters as to the 
likely success of the Local Option Sales Tax. The approximate results of that poll were 
forty percent (40%) against, twenty-three percent (23%) in favor and the majority of 
those undecided were likely to vote against the Tax. He explained that in previous 
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conversations with the County Commission they felt it was likely to fail, therefore, were 
not in favor of placing it on this year’s ballot due to the associated costs being so high.  
 
Mr. Hart felt strongly that there needs to be more time to further educate the public as to 
why this tax would be beneficial. He explained that once people understand what the 
tax is being utilized for they are more likely to vote in favor of the tax. He mentioned that 
without the tax, cities will not be able to fund road maintenance in future years.  

 
UDOT / FHWA BUSINESS UPDATES 
 

A. UDOT Updates 
 
Rick Torgerson mentioned that UDOT has released the long range plan, which is a 
three (3) year plan. Projects outlined in the plan will be completed on a priority basis.  
 
He went on to say that there was a great turnout at the Bluff Street Open House that 
took place the previous evening. There will be a Hurricane Open House tonight 
explaining and outlining the four (4) block reconstruction planned in Hurricane. He 
mentioned that the Southern Parkway is currently being paved, which is the section that 
connects the Washington Damn Road to Warner Valley.  
 
UDOT is in the process of conducting a speed study from milepost zero (0) to mile post 
twenty-three (23) near Leeds where the speed limit changes to eighty (80) MPH. The 
final results from that study will be available in approximately a week. The results will be 
analyzed to determine if a speed change is necessary.  
 
Myron Lee inquired about the number of fatalities that have happened during the year. 
Mr. Torgerson stated that the number of fatalities was approximately two hundred and 
fifty (250), which was slightly higher than last year’s total.    
 

B. Federal Updates 
 
Steve Call mentioned that the Federal Highway Administration (FHA) has a new System 
Division Administrator.  
 
 
Mr. Call went on to say that the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) directly 
correlates with what goes into the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP). 
The self-certification must accompany the STIP and is typically approved on October 1st 
of each year. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
 
No other business was brought before the Committee. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
Due to the normally scheduled September meeting falling on the same day as the Utah 
League of Cities and Towns (ULCT) fall conference, a quorum will likely not exist at that 
meeting. It was determined that the regularly scheduled September 16th meeting be 
cancelled.  
 
MOTION: Motion by Ken Sizemore to cancel the September 16th DTEC meeting. 

Motion seconded by Naghi Zeenati and carried by unanimous vote. 
 
Next Scheduled DTEC meeting:  October 21, 2015  
 
ADJOURN 
 
Having no other business, Chairman Hart adjourned the meeting at 1:05 p.m. 
 

 
Minutes prepared by Cheyenne Bentley 

 
 
 


