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July 8, 2015
10:30 AM
UDAF Main Conference Room
Recorded meeting available verbatim at www.utah.gov.pmn

Present:	
Commissioner LuAnn Adams		Cody James		
Rick Olson				Leslie McFarlane
Troy Paxton				Brent Tanner
Dr. Chris Crnich				Trisha Hedin
Anna Marie Vail				LaJeanne Gilgen
April Nielson				Ron Greene
Laura Lowe				James Whelchel

Introductions: Cody James

Commissioner Adams: 	
Department Update
	Status of hiring State Vet				
	Purpose of Domestic Elk Program Audit 

Cody James: 	
Review of information packets 
	Current status of Licensed Farms, Hunting Parks, and Zoos
Domestic Elk Program is being managed by Anna Marie Vail (Deputy Brand Chief) and April Nielson (secretary).
Compliance for Elk Licensing and Inspection is being tightened.
Purpose of Elk Advisory Council - advise and make policy
Purpose of meeting – CWD update, Program problems, Elk Program Audit

Opened floor to discussion:

Leslie McFarlane:	
Fences should kept & maintained by Owners – DWR responsible for removing wildlife.
Removal is expensive, cost is supposed to go to Owners, but DWR has been absorbing the cost. That will be changing.
	CWD update – new report shows that CWD is able to jump species
Discussion of Removal of Wildlife from Farms and Hunting Parks

CWD Update:	
	CWD Positive Bull found at Broadmouth Canyon – traced back to Howe’s Elk Ranching in San Juan County.
		Quarantined Broadmouth and Howe’s facilities.	
Depopulated 70 Elk at Howe’s – 30 found to be positive for CWD – 40% positive rate means CWD on ranch for a long time.
Howe had no records showing import/export and testing – lead to the high number of elk depopulated.
Result of 40% infection rate:
Broadmouth CWD positive herd with a partial quarantine - cannot export Elk, but can import Elk in.
		Howe’s – CWD positive herd & shut down.
		Other facilities that bought from Howe’s have been tested.
	All wildlife lethally removed from elk facilities are tested for CWD. 
	Discussion on CWD in wildlife, domestic elk and livestock.
Elk Program Audit:
	Commissioner Adams called for the audit
	Keeping up with the growth of the Elk Program
	Auditors are employed by the State of Utah
Open floor to discussion:
	Identification methods – Ranch tags and RFID or use the Silver “Bright” tags
	Educate and Training on collecting viable test samples for CWD
	Change rule for hunting parks – no female elk on hunting parks
	When licenses should be revoked 
Possibilities of changing fencing requirements
Hunting other species on hunting parks
Proposed next meeting on September 16, 2015 10 a.m.
	


	


	



			
			

		

