
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Members, Utah State Board of Education 
 
FROM: Marlies Burns 
  Executive Director 
 
DATE: October 8-9, 2015 
 
ACTION: Amendment request from Karl G. Maeser Preparatory Academy 

 
 

Background:   
Karl G. Maeser Preparatory Academy opened in fall 2007 serving 161 students 
in grades 9-12. The school population continued to grow and eventually the 
school’s charter agreement was amended to expand to serving 625 students in 
grades 7-12. Karl G. Maeser Preparatory Academy requests to add 20 students 
beginning in 2016-2017 bringing the total authorized enrollment to 645. The 
State Charter School Board has reviewed and approved the amendment to the 
school’s charter agreement and forwards it to the State Board of Education for 
consideration.  

 
Key Points:   
Karl G. Maeser Preparatory Academy is located within Alpine School District.  
The school is consistently 100 percent enrolled and has a wait list for every 
grade served. In addition, Karl G. Maeser Preparatory Academy was ninth on 
the Deseret News Top Utah Schools in Language Arts list.   

 
The executive summary report is included and additional information 
submitted by the school can be found at 
http://schools.utah.gov/charterschools/State-Charter-School-Board/2015-
Board-Meetings/September-2015.aspx. 
 
Anticipated Action: 
The Law and Licensing Committee will consider approving Karl G. Maeser 
Preparatory Academy governing board’s request as outlined in the amendment 
documentation.  If approved by the Committee, the Board will consider 
approving the request. 

 
Contact:  Marlies Burns, Executive Director, State Charter School Board,  
   801-538-7817 
  Angie Stallings, Associate Superintendent, 801-538-7550 



1 

AMENDMENT 
 
 

Utah State Board of Education 
Charter School Board Executive Summary Report 

 
The Utah State Charter School Board (SCSB) is charged with authorizing, monitoring, evaluating, and dismissing 
charters of public schools in Utah.  Its work is under the direct supervision of the Utah State Board of 
Education (USBE) per Utah Code 53A-1a-501.5. 
 
This summary report shall be completed by the SCSB and submitted to Brad C. Smith, State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, Utah State Office of Education, two weeks ahead of the regularly scheduled USBE meetings 
for approval and inclusion in the board’s agenda materials.  Only that which is in writing, and included in the 
agenda materials, as ratified for recommendation by the SCSB, shall be considered by the USBE in its final 
approval process.  Attachments, by way of clarification, or elaboration, may be included. 
 
1. Charter School  Karl G. Maeser Preparatory Academy      
 
2. Website   www.maeserprep.org        
 

Board Chair:  Cynthia Shumway Email cynthia.shumway@maeserprep.org  
 
School Administrator:  Robyn Ellis  Email robyn.ellis@maeserprep.org   

 
3. The Charter school is located in which school district?  Alpine     
 
4. Requested amendment to charter (summary – full report can be found on State Charter School Board 

website at: http://schools.utah.gov/charterschools/State-Charter-School-Board/2015-Board-
Meetings/September-2015.aspx 

 
Karl G. Maeser Preparatory Academy’s governing board requests approval to add 20 students in grades 
9-12 beginning in the 2016-2017 school year. 

 
5. Charter school mission and purpose(s): 
 

Karl G. Maeser Preparatory Academy empowers and inspires students to learn continually, think 
critically, and communicate effectively through Socratic methods to better themselves and their 
community. 

 
Karl G. Maeser Preparatory Academy’s mission is to use classical education to empower and inspire 
students to think critically, learn continually, and communicate effectively through Socratic methods 
to better themselves and their community. As Maeser focuses on this mission, students are given 
the opportunity not only to acquire great knowledge but also to pattern their lives and values after 
principles of truth, honor, and virtue and thereby develop strength of character while preparing 
themselves for future studies and career pursuits. With a strategic focus on Western heritage to 
transform and develop every Maeser student, Maeser’s desire is to enhance the understanding of 
the founding principles of liberty of the United States and its founding documents to empower 
citizenry that is willing to uphold those principles through service and sacrifice. 
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The great challenge of education is to kindle within each student a desire to learn. A classical 
education inspires students to learn continually as they are exposed to truth, honor, and virtue 
through the study of the greatest expressions of humanity, whether in art, literature, science, or 
mathematics. This thirst for knowledge and desire to learn continually not only aids students in their 
formal studies, but will propel them forward throughout their life. 

 
Use of the Socratic method in the delivery of a classical education from Maeser helps students 
develop the ability to think critically and evaluate different ideas and philosophies and their 
underlying assumptions. An in-depth study of primary sources and purposeful discussion of world- 
changing historical events, great literature, and influential thinkers helps students learn the 
consequences of ideas and decisions. 

 
As students read, discuss in Socratic dialogues, and write about primary works of history, literature, 
art and science during their time at Maeser, they develop the ability to communicate effectively. The 
ability to listen to the ideas of other people, to appropriately and courteously respond to different 
ideas whether verbally or written as well as the ability to succinctly and persuasively communicate 
one’s own ideas are critical to preparation for continued studies and success in any field of pursuit. 
 
Maeser’s motto—Truth, Honor, Virtue—provides an ever-present compass to guide students in their 
learning and choices as they grow and mature in their understanding of themselves and their 
knowledge of the world.  The pursuit of a classical education at Karl G. Maeser Preparatory 
Academy allows students to increase their understanding and modeling of these principles to chart a 
course toward future learning, career, and civic service. 

 
Truth: Maeser students seek after truth and defend it regardless of consequences. 
Honor: Maeser students are honest and act with integrity in all things. 
Virtue: Maeser students exemplify virtue by having the courage to do what is right and avoid what is 
wrong. 

 
 

6. Charter school student demographics (2014-2015 data): 
· 638 students in grades 7 - 12 
· 22.6% ethnic/racial minority 
· 8.6% students are economically disadvantaged 
· 0.5% students are learning English 
· 5.5% students with disabilities 

Alpine School District student demographics (2014-2015 data): 
·  73,931 students in grades K – 12 
· 15.7% ethnic/racial minority 
· 24.0% students are economically disadvantaged 
· 3.4% students learning English 
· 10.1% students with disabilities 

 
7. What is the position of the local district regarding the amendment request?  Who was the contact at 

the local district? (Attachment of letters, if necessary) 
  

The school submitted the entire amendment request to Superintendent Sam Jarman, Alpine School 
District, on August 28, 2015. No concerns from the district has been received to date. 
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8. Please provide a summary of the Utah State Charter School Board discussion pertaining to this 

amendment request, including points it would like the Utah State Board of Education to consider when 
making the decision to approve the amendment. 

 
The State Charter School Board reviewed the request and found it reasonable to increase the school’s 
enrollment by 20 students beginning in 2016-2017 to accommodate the bubble class in grade 9. 
 

9. Votes of the SCSB in approving the charter school application: 
 
  (Listing of charter board members’ vote) 
 

DeLaina Tonks, Tim Beagley 
Kristin Elinkowski, Bruce Davis 
Howard Headlee   Recommended full approval 

  
Robert Enger, Dean Brockbank  Not present for vote 
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